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Man’s corrupt and loft Eftate. 


Ye pompous fons of Reafon idoliz'd, 
And vilify’d at once; of Reafon dead, 
Then deify’d, as monarchs were of old; 
Wrong not the Chriftian; think not Reafon yours : 
*Tis Reafon our great Matter holds fo dear; 
*Tis Reafon’s injur’d rights his wrath refents ; 
*Tis Reafon’s voice obey’d his glories crown ; 
To give loft Reafon life he poured his own : 
Believe, and thew the Reafon of a Man; 
Believe, and tafte the pleafure of a God ; 
Thro’ Reafon’s wounds alone thy faith can die. 
Young’s Night Thoughts. 
The Son of Man is come to feck and to fave that which was Lost. 
Luke xix, 10. 
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CON TEN T'S. 


FIR ST | P Ate 


Tt HE Doctrine of inan’s corrupt and loft efaie 

45 flated at-large, in the words of the Pro- 
pets, Apofiles, and Féfus: Chrift ; and recapitu-» 
bated in'thofe of the Articlés, Homilies, and Litur- 
gy.of the Church of Englands : 


SE C O.N DP) ART. 


“Man ts confidered as an inhalant of the na- 
tural world,’ and his fall is proved by arguments 
deitiiced from the mifer “y, in ‘which he 1s now unde- 
nrably invovved, compared | with the happine/s, of 
which we cannot help conceiving him Pa of-ffed, when 
he came out of the hands of his gracious Creator. 

‘A view of this mfery in the ‘following particu- 
lars.—1, The diforders of the globe we inh wt, and 
the dreadful feourges with which 24 os oi hted.— 
Ps The deplorable. and Shocking circumfances of 
our birth. —111. The painful and dangerous tra- 
vail” of women.—1v. ‘The untimely diffolution of 
Jfull-born, or new-born children —v.:Our natural 
uncleanlinefs, helpleffne/s, ignorance, and nahed- 

nefsVi. The grofs darkne/s in which we natu- 


rally 


(v) 
rally are, both with refpe to God and a future 
frate—vit. The general rebellion ‘of the brute 
Creation againft us——vit1. The various poi/ons 
that lurk in the animal, vegetable, and mineral 
world, ready to deftroy us.—1x. The heavy curfe 
of toil and fweat, to which we are lable ; inflances 
of which are givenin the—x. The other innu- 


merable calamities of life-—And x1. the pangs of 
death, ' 


TeHul.R D:esP A RT: 
Man is confidered as a citizen of the moral world, 
a free agent, accountable to his, Creator for. his 
tempers and condu@l; and his fallis farther de- 
monftraied by arguments drawn from—xi1. His 
commiffion of fin.—xi11. His omiffion of duty. — 
xiv. The triumphs of Jenfual appetites over his 
tntelleual faculties—xv. The corruption of the 
powers that conflitute a good head; the under- 
jtanding, imagination, .memory, ‘and ’reafon.— 
Xvi1.—The depravity of the powers which forma 
good heart; the will, conference, and affections. — 
Xvi. His manifeft alienation fram God.—x vit. 
His amazing difregard even of his nearef relatives. 
x1x.—His unaccountable unconcern. about him- 
SeUf— xx. His deteftable tempers. —x x1... The 
general out-breaking of human corruption in all » 
individuals —x x11. The univerfal overflowing of 
it in all nations: Five objeétions anfwered.— 
xxi. Some /triking proofs of this depravity, in 
the general propenfity of mankind to vain, trralional, 
ae Ag or. 
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or cruel diverfions ; ond-—K%INs In the unguer= 

Sality. of the mof-ridiculous, impious, -inhumans 
and diabolical fins—xxXv.. The aggravating crs. 
cumfances attending, the di/play of this corruptions. 
—XXVL The many, ineffeduat endeavours. to flem 
ats forvent—xXx Vil. The. obftinate. refiftance it 
makes to divine grace in the unconverted.—., 
XXVIII. The amazing flruggles of good: men with. 
2t.—x1x. The teflimony of the Heathens concern-, 
ing it; and after all—xxx. The prepofterous: 
concert which: the unconverted havé of thar dwn 
goodne/s. 

FOURTH PAR T, 
Man is confidered as an inhabitant of the Chrif:, 
tian world, and nis-fallen frase is further proved: 
by fix fcriptural arguments, introduced by a hort’ 

' demonfiration. of the. authenticity of the feriptures.. 
The heads. of thefe arguments are.—x XX1s. The: 
wmpoffibrlity that fallen,.corrupt Adam, Siould. have. 
had an upright, innocent pofleraty; with anfwerss 
to fome capital objections. —x xxl. The /pirituas. 
lity and feverity of God's. law,, which the wnrenew> 
ed man continually breaks ; ;, end—XXXIM.. Our. 

Strong propenfity to unbelief, the. moft. deftrudtive. 
of all fins according to: the gofpel: —xx xiv. The: 
abfur dity of the Chrifian region with refpe€h ta. in- 

fants, and firitl moralifts ;.xxxv. The harfanefs- 
and cruelty-of Chrift’s fundamental derines:; ands 
XXXVI ny serene of. the ree a 
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~The dofrine of man’s fall being cflablifiied by 

Such a variety of arguments ; firft, a few natural 
inferences are added ; Secondly, various fatal cons ~ 
fequences attending the yy norance of: our lof? eftate * 
thirdly, the unfpeakable advantages Ris ing from: 
the right knowledge of it. | 

The whole vs concluded wilh an Addrefs to the 


ferious Reader,. who — Wheat. wf a4 
take ee 2 
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INTRODUCTION: © 


INTRODUCTION. 


N religious matters we eafily run into ex- 

tremes. Nothing is more common than to fee 
people embracing one error, under the plaufible 
pretence of avoiding an other. 

Some Thoufands through fear of “infidelity, 
during the night of ignorance and ftorm of paffion, 
run againft the wild rocks of fuperftition and 
enthufiafm ; and frequently do it with fuch force 
that they make /hipwreck of the faith, and have 
little of godline/s left, except a few broken pieces 
of its form. 

Others to fhun that fatal error, fteer quite a 
contrary courfe: Suppofing themfelves guided: 
by the compafs of reafon, when they only fol- 
low that of prejudice, with equal violence 
they dafh their fpeculative brains againft the op- 
pofite rocks of deifm and prophanefs ; and fondly 
congratulate themfelves on efcaping the fhelves 
of fanaticifm, whilft the leaky bark of their 

hopes i is ready to fink, and that of their morals. 
is funk already. Thus, both equally overlook 
fober, rational, heart-felt piety, that lies between 

thofe wide and dangerous extremes, 
To 
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To point out the happy medium which’ they 
have miffed, and call them back to the narrow 
path, where. Reafon and Revelation walk hand 
in hand, is the defign»of, thefe fheets. May? 
the Father of lights fo' fhine upon the Reader’s 
mind, that he may clearly difcover ‘truth, and 
notwithflanding the feverity of her afpeét, pre-- 
fer her to the moft foothing error. 

Ifhe is one of thofe, who affe&t to be the warn 
votaries of Reafon, he is intreated to be a clofe-” 
thinker, as well as.a .free-thinker ; ~and with 
careful. attention to. confider: Reafon’s diétates,’ 
before he concludes: they agree with his favour- 
ite fentiments.. He has, no doubt, too much 
candour not, to grant fo equitable a requeft ; too’ 
much juflice to fet afide Matter of fa@; and. 
too much.good fenfe to difregard an denn te 
common fenfe. 

' Should he incline to. the oppofite extreme; 
and cry down our rational powers; he is de- 
fired to remember, that Right Reafon, which is 
that Lappeal to, isaray of the light that enlight- 
ens every man who comes into the world, and a 
‘beam of the eternal Logos, the glorious Sun of 
righteou/ne/s. 

God, far from blaming a proper ufe of the 
noble faculty by which we are chiefly diftinguith- 
ed from brutes, gracioufly invites us to the exer- 
cife of it: Come now, fays he, and let us rea/on 
together. Jelus commends the unjuft feward for 
reafoning better upon his wrong, than the chil- 

dren 
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dren, of light upon, their. right: principles.’ Samu- 
el. defires the Ifraelites to fand fill, that:he may). 
REASON, with them before. the Lord.» Sta: Peter. 
charges believers-to give. an an/wer to every.one 
that.ajieth thema, REASON. of their hope. And: 
St. Paul, whe, rea/oned fo conclufively himfelf; 
intimates. that.eched men areunreafonable, and. 
declares that a. total. dedication. of ourfelyes. 
ta, God jis. our, REASONABLE , /ervice:: And 
while, he.challenges.the vain di/puters of this: 
world, who would make jefts pafs for proofs, in- 
veétives for.argumnents, and fophiftry for reafon ; 
he. charges Titus to-ufe, not merely /ound /peech, 
but as the originalalfo. means, Sounp REA- 
SON, that he who.2s.of the contrary part may be 
affamed: 

« Let. us. then,. following his advice.and exams 
ple, pay a due regard both to reafon and revela- 
tion: So fhall) we, according to his candid di- 

retion, break the fhackles of prejudice, prove 
all: things, by divine grace, and hold faft that tipich 
1$ goad 
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bom évery religion’ there is'a priticipal tenth or, 
error, which, like the firff link of a chain, 
neceffarily'draws’ aftét it all the parts with which 
it is"effentially connefed.. This leading princis, 
ple, “in ‘Chriftianity diftingtiifhed ‘from Deifin, is 
the Do@trine of our corrupt and loft eftate: for 
if man is not at variance with his Creator, what 
need of a Mediator between God and him? If 
he is nét a depraved, undone creature, what ne- 
ceffity of fo wonderful a Reflorer and Saviour as 
the Son of God ? If he is not in/laved to fin, why 
is hé redeemed by Jefus Chrift? If he is not pol- 
luted, why muft he be wa/hed tn the blood of that 
immaculate Lamb ? If his foul is not dz/ordered, 
: what 
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what occafion is there for fuch a divine Phyfi- 
cian? If he is not helple/s and mzferable, why is 
he perpetually invited to fecure the affiftance and 
confolations of the Holy Spirit ? And, ina word, 
if he is not born in fin, why i is a new birth fo ab- 
folutely neceflary, that Chrift declares with the 
moft folemn affeverations, wzthout it no man can 
See the kingdom of God ? 

This do&trine then being of fuch i importance, 
that genuine Chriftianity ftands or falls with it ; 
ir may be proper to ftate it at large: and as this 
cannot be done in ftronger, and plainer words 
than thofe of the facred writers, and our pious 
reformers ; I beg leave to colle& them, and pre- _ 
fent the reader with a piéture of our natural 
eftate, drawn at full length 3 thofe ancient 
and mafterly hands. 

- Mofes, who informs us that God vaiead man 
in his own tmage and after his likene/s, foon catts 
a fhade upon his origiaal dignity, by giving us a 
fad account of his fall. He reprefents him after 
difobedience, as a criminal under fentence of 
death: awretch filled with guilt, thame, dread 
and horror ; and a vagabond turned out of a loft: 
paradife into a curfed wildernefs, where all bears 
the {lamp of defolation for jhis fake. _ Gew, Sis 
17.. In confequence of this apotlacy he died, 
and all die in him: for, by one man fin entered in-. 
to the world, and death by fin; and fo death pa/: 
Jed upon all men, for that all have fined in him, 


who was all mankind feminally and_ federally 
Wo , 
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eolle&ted' in one’ individual. 1°Cor. xv. 22. 
Rom. v. £2. 
The facred hiftorian having iaforried't us how 
~the firft man was cerrupted, obferves that he be- 
gat a fon in his own image, finful and mortal like 
himfelf ; ‘that'his’firft-born was a murderer ; that 
Abel himfelf offered facrifices to avert divine 
wrath, and that the violent temper of Cain foon 
broke out in all the human: fpecies.. The earth, 
fays he, was filled with violence—all flefh had cor- 
rupted its way—and God Jaw the wickedne/s of man 
was great tn the earth, {o great that every imagina- 
tion of thé thoughts of his heart was only evil, con- 
tinually: ONLY vvil, without any mixture of 
good : And -CONTINUALLY, without any in- 
termiffion of the evil. Gen. vi. 5. 
When the deluge was over, the Lord himfelf 
gave the fame account of his obftinately rebelli- 
ous creature. The imagination of man's heart, 
faid he to Noah, 2s evel from his youth, Gen. viiis 
24,— Job’ s friends paint us with the fame co- 
. re One of them obferves that Man is born 
like the wild affes colt: And another, that he is 
abominable and filthy, and drinks iniquity like water. 
Job xi. 12, and xv. 16. 

David doth not alter the hideous portrait: The 
Lord, fays he,@looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men ; to fee if there were any that did un- 
_ derftand, and eck God. They are all gone afi de, they: 
are all together become filthy: There is none that 
doth good, no not one. Pla. xiv. 2. And Solomon 


touches up his father’s draught; by informing us, 
B “th ut 
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that Fvolifhne/s' is. bound inthe’ heart. of a; child, 

and not of achild only, for he adds, The heart of 
the fons of men ts full of extl, and while they live 
madne/s is in ther heart, Proy. xxii. 15. Eccl. 
1X-¢ 

Ifaiah corroborates the affertions of the royal 
Prophets in the following mournful confeffions : 
All we, lake fheep, have gone afiray.—We are all 
as_an unclean thing, and all our righteou/nefes 
are as filthy rags. Ma. liti. 6. and Ixiv. 6. 

Jeremiah confirms the deplorable truth, where 
he fays: The finof Judah is written witha pen of 
zron; and with the point,of a diamond ; et as graven 
upon the tables of their hearts —O Ferufalem, wafh 
thy heart from wickedne/s, that thou may be fav- 
ed.—For the heart is deceitful above al! things, and 
defperately wicked: Who can hnow it?. Strix 14, 
and XVil. 1. Q- 

Thus the Prophets delineate iranhieete red 
do the Apoftles dip their pencil in brighter co- 
lours? Let them fpeak for themfelves. The 
chief of them informs us, that ¢he natural, un- 
renewed man receives not. the things of the Spirit. 
of God, and that they are fools{hne/s tohim. 1 Cor. 
ii. 14. And he Jays it down as matter of faét, 
that the carnal mind, the tafe and difpofition of 
every unregenerate perfon, 2s notsonly averfe to 
goodnefs, but ENMiTyY itfelf againfe God, the 
adorable fountain of all excellence. A. blacker 
line can hardly be drawn, to defcribe 
diabolical natures Rom. vil. 7. ‘ys 
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Various are the names which the Apoftle of 
the ‘Gentiles gives to our original corruption, and 
‘they “are all expreffive of its dreadful ‘nature 
‘and éffe&s. He calls it emphatically Sta, a fin 
fo full of aflivity and energy, that.it is the life 
and fpring of all others:—Jndwelling Sin, a fin 
which is not like the leaves and fruits of a bad 
tree, that appear for atime and thendrop off; 
but like the fap that dwells and works within, 
always ready to break out at every bud:—The 
body of Sin, becaufe it is an affemblage of all 
pofhible fins, in embryo, as our body is anaffemb- 
lage of all the members which conftitute the hu- 
man frame :—The Law of fin, and the Lawin our 
members, becaufe it hath a conftraining force, and 
rules in our mortal bodies as a mighty tyrant in 
the kingdom which he hath ufurped :—The old 
man, becaufe we have it from the firft man Adam, 
and becaufe it is as old as the firft ftamina of our 
fratne, with which it is moft clofely interwoven : 
—The flefh, as being propagated by carnal gene- 
ration, and always oppofing the Spirit, the gra- 
cious principle which we have from Adam the 
fecond :—And Concupifcence, that myftic Jeze- 
bel, who brings forth the infinite variety of fle/h- 
ly, worldly, and mental eer which war again/t 

“the foul. ° 
~ Nor are St. James and St. John lefs fevere 
than St. Paul upon the unconverted man. ‘The 
one obferves that his W/dom, the belt property 
Be naturally 
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naturally belonging to him, de/cendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, fenfual, and devilifh: And: 
the other pofitively declares that The whole world 
hieth in wickedne/s. Jam. iii. 1§- 1 Joh. v. 19. 

Our Lord, whofe {pirit infpired the Prophets 
and Apoftles, confirms their lamentable teftimo- ° 
ny. Yo make us ferioufly confider fin, our 
mortal difeafe, he reminds us that The whole have 
no need of a Phyfician, but they that aré fick. 
Luke v. 31. He declares, that men love dark. - 
nefs rather than light. That the world hates him; 
and that its works are evil. Jolin iil. 19. & xv. 
18. & vii. 7. He direés all to pray for the par- 
don of fin, as being evil, and owing ten thoufand 
talents to their heavenly creditor. Mat. vi. 12. 
Vii. 144 xvii. 24. And he aflures us that the things: 
which defile the man come from within ;* and that 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, adulterces, 
fornitations, murders, thefis, coveteoufnefs, wick- 
edne/s, deceit, lafeivieufne/i, an evil eye, blafphemy, 
pride, foolifhnefs, and in. a word all moral evil. 
Mark viise1: Matcxy. sig 9 he a 
Some indeed confine what the feriptures fay 
of the depravity of the human heart, to the aban- 
doned heathens, and perfecuting jews; as if the 
profeffors of morality and chriftianity were not 
concerned in the dreadful charge. But if 
the apoftolic writings affirm, that Chrift came - 
not to: call the righteous but SINNERS, that he 
died for the UNGODLY, and that he /uffered the 
juh for the UNJUS?, it is plain that, unlefs he 
_ ded 
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did not {uffer.and die for moral men and cbriftians, 
they areby nature inners, ungodly, and_unjuft as 
the reft of mankind. Rom. v..6. 1 Pet. iii, 18. 

_If this affertion feems fevere, let fome of 
the beft, men, that ever lived decide the point, 
not. by the experience.of immoral perfons, but 
by their own. J abhor my/elf, fays Job, and 
repent.in duft and afhes. Job xlii. 6. Behold I 
was fhapenin iniquity, {ays David, and zn jm did 
my, mother conceive me. PL hi. 5..Wo ts me_ 
for Lam undone, faysIfaiah, becau/e I amaman 
of unclean lips. Mas vi. 5-. 1 know, fays: St. 
Paul, that in .me, that 25, immy_ flefh, dwelleth no 
good thing. Rom. vii. 18. We our/élves, fays 
he, to Titus, were/ometimes. foolsfh, difobedrent, 
‘deceived, ferving divers lufis and pleafures, liv- 
ing in malice and ,envy, hateful and hating one 
another..Tit. iii. g. And f{peaking- of himfelf,. 
~ and the Chriftians at Ephefus, he leaves upon. 
record, this memorable fentence: We were 
BY, NATURE the children of wrath even as others. 
Eph. ii. g. Such humbling thoughts have the beft 
men entertained both of , their natural eflate, . 
and themfelves! But as no-one is more proper 
to. appeal to, in this matter, than this learned: 
Apoitle, who by continually converfing with: 
jews, heathens, and chriftians. in his wavels,. 
had fuch.an opportunity of knowing mankind, . 
_Jet.us hear bim fum up the. fuffrages.of. his in-. 
_ fpired brethren... What then fayshe, ¢ are werbelter 
than ‘they ? Beiter: than: the immeral. pagans;.. 
. and hypocritical jews defcribed in tlie two pre-- 
BK x. cecdingz: 


[8 j 

ceeding chapters? No, in no wife. And he proves. 
it by’ obferving: (15) The UNIVERSALETY 

of human corruption’: ALL arednder fin, as it is 

written, There 15 NONE righteous, no Rot ONE : 

(2.) The ExTENT of it in individuals as itaf- 

feéts the whole man, efpecially his mind ; There P 
zs none that underftandeth the things’of God: His. 
affe€tions, Theres none that feeketh after God : And 

his a&tions, They are all gone out of the way of du- 

ty : There is none that doeth good no not one; For all 
have their conuerfation in the lufts of the flefh, 

and of the mind.——(3.) The OUTBREAKINGSs 

of this corruption through all the parts of the 

body: Their throat, their lips, theer ‘mouth, 

their feet, their eyes, and all their members. 
are together become unprofitable,” and inftru- 

ments of unrighteoufne/s. As for their tongue 

fays St. James, it zs a world of inequity, it 

defileth the whole body, and’ els on fire the courfe 

of nature, andis fet on fire of hell. Knd laftly its 

MALIGNITY and VIRULENCE: Itis loathfome 

as an open Jepulchre, terrible as one who runs to 

Jhed blood, and. mortal’ as. the poifons of a/ps. 

From the wholé, {peaking of all mankind, ke 
juftly. infers, that de?rudlion and mifery areintheir 
ways. And, left the felf-righteous flrould flatter: 
themfelves that this alarming declaration doth. 
not regard:'them, he- adds, that “he /éreptures con- 


clude ALL under fin; that theres mi ey. 
jor Aut have finned; and’ come’ hort of t yy 
; : pty { Pky. of 
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‘of God; and that the moral law denounces a gene- 


ral curfe againft its violaters, that EVERY 
MOUTH may be flop’d, and ALL THE WORLD 
may become guilty before God.. Rom. iii. 9, to 29. 


‘and vi. 19, Eph. it. 2. 


If man is thus corrupt and guiliy, he muft Be 
liableto condign punifhment. Therefore, as the 
Prophets and Apoftles agree with our Lord, in 
their difmal defcriptions of his depravity ; fo they 
harmonize with him in their alarming accounts 


‘of his danger. Till he flies to the Redeemer as a 


condemn’d malefaétor, and fecures an intereft in 
the falvation provided for the loft, they reprefent 
him as onthe brink of ruin: 

They inform us, that the wrath of God is re= 
vealed from heaven, not only againift fome atrocious 
crimes, but againff ALL unrighteoufne/s of men, 
Rom, i..18. Phat eEvERY ¢ranforeffion and difo- 
bedience, fhall receive a juft recompence of reward, 
Heb ii. 2. That the foul thatfinneth fhall die, he- 
caufe the wages of jin 7s death, Ezek. xviii. 4. 


Rom. vii 23. They declare that they are accurfed,. 


who do err from. God's. commandments; That 


curfedis the man, whofe heart departeth’ from. the 
Lord’: That curfed is every one, who continues 


not in all things, which are writtentin. the book of 
the law to do them :-That who/oever fhall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend. in one point, is guilty 


of all: And that. as many as have finned wrhout: 


pena. deke: cok without law. Pf. cxix. 21. 
“a" ] Isr. 
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Jer. xvil. 5- Gal. iii, 10.. Jam, ii. 10. Rae 
li, 12. 

They intreat. us to turn, ‘fet we fhoula = 
found with the many in the broad way to deftr lic 
tion, Ez, xvill. 23. Matt. vit. 1g. ‘They. affec- 
tionately inform us, that 2 2s a fearful thing to 

fallinto the hands of the living God; That our 
God is a confuming fire to the unregenerate : 
That indignation and wrath, tribulation and) an- 
guifh, hang over every foul of mar that doth evil: 
That the Lord fhall be revealed from heaven in fla- 
ming fire, to take vengeance on them who know him’ 
not, and obey not the gofpel:.That-the wicked 
Shall be turned into hell, and all the people that 
forget God: That they /hall be punifhed with eter- 
nal defrudiion, fromthe prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power: And. that they all 
fiall be damned, who believe not the truth, but have 
pleafure in unrighteou/ne/s. Heb. x. ga, and: 
xii. 2g. Rom. ii. g. 2 Thef. i. 8. and ii. 12. 
Pf. ix..17: 

Nor does our Lord;. who is yak the Dphtain: 
and pattern of true charity, fpeak a different. lan- 
guage. He bids us fear him, who ts-able todefiroy. 
both foul and body in hell: Luke xii. §.. He fo- 
lemnly charges us to oppofe corrupt | nature with. 
the utmoft refolution, left we be: aft an 
were the worm dieth nol. a 
quenched, Mark ix. ABs With: tend 
informs us, that whofe ver fhall- fay: 
hau. Fogl? fealt be in da 
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mot only the wicked, but thé unprofitable  fervane 
_ fhall be caft into outer darknefs, where will be weep- 
ang, wailing, and gnafhing of teeth: And that 
- be himfelf, far from conniving at fin, will fix the 
doom of all impenitent finners by this dreadful 
. fentence: Depart from me, ye curfed, into ever- 
lafling fire, prepar'd for the Devil and his. angels, 
_ Matt. v. 22. and xxv. go, 41. 


I flatter myfelf that the doétrine which we are 
to try by the touch-ftone ofreafon, has been, al- 
‘ready fufficiently eftablifhed from {cripture. Ne- 
- verthelefs, that the Reader may have the fulleft 
view ‘of fo momentous a fubjeét, I fhall yet pre- 
fent him with a recapitulation of the whole in 
‘the words of our pious Reformers, taken out of 
the Articles, Homilies and. Liturgy of the Church 
of England. 
. The gth Article thus defcribes our depravity 
and danger. Original, or birth-/in is the fault, and 
corruption of the nature of every man that natural. 
ly is engendered of the offspring of Adam; whereby 
man isvery far gone fromoriginalrighteoufne/s, and 
\ as of his own nature inclined to evil, fo that the flefh 
lufteth always contrary to the fpirit; and. there- 
Sore in every perfon born into this world, wt deferv- 
eth God’s wrath and damnation. 
_ The g5th Article gives its fan€tion to the Ho- 
_ milies in the following words; The book of Ho- 
_ milies contains a good and wholefom dottrine, and 
therefore 
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therefore we judge them to Zz read in Churches, by 
minifters, diligently and diflintlly, that they. may 
be underflood by the people. Let is then fee, 
how they fet forth the good and wholefom, tho’ 
lamentable and humbling dofirine sd our loft 
eftate. 

The title of the 2d. is: A Sermon of the mifery 
of mankind, and of his condemnation to death ever- 

lafling by his fin, In the clofe of it, the contents 
" are fum’d up in thefe words: We have heard how 
evil’ we are of ourfelves ; how of ourfélves, and by 
ourfelves, we have no goodnefs, help _or falvation, 
but on the contrary fen, damnation, cand death 
everlafting. 

‘Our’ Church is uniform in her woful accounts 
of man’s mifery. Hear her in the 1ft Homily 
for Whitfunday : Man, OF HIS OWN NATURE 
(fince the fall) 2s fle/hly and carnal, corrupt and 
naught, finful and difobedient to God, without any 
Spark of goodne/s in him, without any virtuous or 
godly motion, only given to evil beatin and wick- 
ed deeds. 

In the Homily on the nativity, fhe’ Tenis 
thus: He, difobedient man, wasngw curfed and 
abhor'd: Inftead of the image of God, he was now 
become the image of the Devil, the bond-flave of 
hell. Altogether /potted and defiled, he. feemed. to 
be nothing elfe but a'lump of fin; and therefore, by 

the juft judgment of God, he was condemn'd to'ever- 
-dafling death. Thus, in Adam, all men-became uni- 
erfally 
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verfally mortal, having in. them/clues nothing: bai 
*everlafting damnation of bedy and foul, 
The fame dottrine is delivered with the fame 
plainnefsin the 2d part of the Homily on the 
Paflion. ‘Adam died the death, that ts, became 
‘mortal, loft the favour of God, and was caf out of 
paradise, being no longer acitizen of heaven, buta 
firebrand of hell, and a bond-flave of the dewil. 
And St. Paul bears witne/s, that by Adam's of- 
Jence death came upon all men to condemnation, 
who became plain reprobates, and caft-aways, *being 
perpetuaily damn'd to the everlafting pains of hell 
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Agreeably to this, we are taught, in the 2d 
_part of the Homily on repentance, that part of 
that virtue conjifis in an unfergned acknowledgment 
of our fins to God, whom by them we have /o.griev- 
oufly offended, that if he fnould. deal with us ac- 
cording to his juftice, we deferve a, thoufand hells, 
if there were fo many. 

The fame vein of wholefom, though anpleafant 
doétrine runs through the Liturgy of our church, 
She opens her fervice by exhorting us mot to dif: 
Senble, nor cloak, our manifold fins and wickedne/s, 


' ; * he: She 
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‘* The thonghtlels vulgar wha, inftead of confidering the 
__ entife fyftem of truth, run away with a part detached from the | 
whole, will be offended here, as if our Church * darnn’d eyery 
body”, But the candid Reader will eefily obferve, that iaitead 
of dooming any one to deltru@tion, fhe only deelares that the Sa 
Viour finds oIf men in a fate of condemnation and mifery, 
where they would eters*"ly remainy were it not for his cot 
_ paffionate love and redeeming power. 
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She acknowledges in her confeffions, that we 
have erred and Srrayed from God's tndys like loft 
Sheep,—that there ts no health in us,—that we are 
miferable finners, m wferable offenders to whom our 
Jins are grievous, and the burden of them is into- 
~ terable. 

She begins ‘her baptifmal office by desi 
us, that a/) men are conceived and born in fin. She 
teaches in her catechifm that we are by nature 
born in fin, and the children of wrath. She con- 
feffes in the ‘colleét before the general thankf- 
giving, that we are tied and bound with the chain 
of our fins, and intreats God to Jet the pitifulne/s 
of his great mercy loofe us: And in her fuffrages 
fhe befeeches him to have mercy upon us, to fpare 
us, and make fpeed to fave us; a language that 
can fuit none but condemned finners._ 

Duly fenfible of our extreme danger till we 
have fecured an intereft in Chrift, at the grave 
fhe fupplicates the moft holy God, not to deliver us 
into the bitter pains of eternal death; and in the 
litany fhe befeeches our Lord Jefus Chrift, dy 
his agony and bloody fweat, by his crofs and paffi- 
on, to deliver us from his wrath and everlajling 
damnation. Thus is our church every where con- 
fiftent with herfelf, and with the oracles of God, 
in reprefenting us as corrupt, condemned créa- 
tures, in Adam; till we: are penitent, ahipbved 
believers in Jefus Chrifl. — % 

The doftrine to be demonftrated in ieate>- 
tife being thus fully ftated, in the confentaneous 


~ 
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words of the facred Writers and our pious Re- 
formers, I fhall clofe this Part by an appeal to 
the Reader’s candor and. common fenfe. If 
fuch are the fentiments of our church, are thofe 
church-men reafonable, who intimate that all the 
maintainers of them are either her open of fe- 
.cret enemies? And may they rank with modeft, 
-humble chriftrans, who, for the felf-abafing {crip- 
ture doétrine here laid down, boldly fubftitute 
pompous, pharifaic defcriptions of the. prefent 
dignity and reétitude of human nature ?—With- 
out waiting for the obvious anf{wer, I pafs to the 
firft clafs of arguments on which the truth of 
this mortifying do€trine is eftablifhed. 


SECOND PART. 


S no man is bound to believe what is con- 

trary to common fenfe, if the above-ftaied 
doétrine appears irrational, Scriptures, Articles, 
Homilies, and Liturgy, are quoted in vain: 
-When men-of parts are preffed with their au- 
thority, they flart from it as an impofition on 
iheir reafon, and make as honourable a retreat 
as they poflibly can. 

Some, to extricate themfelves ae once, fet the 
Bible afide, as full of incredible affertions. O- 
thers, with more modefly, plead that the Serip- 
tures have been. frequently mifunderflood, and 
are fo in the prefent cafe, They put grammar, 

Yh A a erigicifin, 
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criticifm, and common fenfe to'the rack, to thew 
that when the infpired writers fay, the ‘human 
heart is de/perately wicked, they mean that it 1s 
extremely good; or at leaft blank paper ready to 
receive either the charafters of virtue, or of vice. 
With refpe& to the teftimony of our reformers, 
they would have you to underftand that in this 
enlighten’d age, we mutt leave their harfh, un- 
charitable fentiments to the old Puritans, ‘and the 
prefent Methodifls. 

That fuch obje€lors may fubferibe as a folemn 
truth, what they have hitherto rejeéted. as a dan- 
gerous error; and that humbled finners 1 may fee 
the propriety of an heart-Seltrepentance, and the 
abfolute need-of an almighty Redeemer; they 
are here prefented with fome arguments, taken 
from the ailonithing féverity of Ged’s difpenta- 


tions towards mankind. 


A KvI Oe 

If we confider the fupreme Being as cre- 
ating a world for the manifeftation of his 
glory, the difplay of his perfeétions, and the 
communication of his happinefs to an intelli- 
gent creature, whom he would attach to himfelf 
by the ftrongeft ties of gratitude and love; we 
at once per ceive he never could form this earth 
and man in their prefent, difordered, deplete 
condition. It is not fo abfurd to fuppofe the 


meridian fun produétive of darknefs, as to ima- — 
gine 
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gine that, infinite Goodne/s ever, produced any 
kind or degree of evil! Infinite Holine/s and W/- 
dom having affifted infinite Goodnefs to draw the 
original, plan. of the world, it could not but be 
entirely worthy of its glorious Author, abfolute- 
ly free from every moral defilement and natural 
diforder : Nor could znfintte Power poflibly be at 
a lofs, to execute what the other divine attributes 
had contrived. Unlefs therefore we embrace the 
fenfelefs opinion of the Materialifts, who deny 
the being of a God; or admit the ridiculous 
creed of tlie Manichees, who adore two'Gods, 
the one the gracious author of all the good, and 
the other the mifchievous principle of all the 
evil, in the world; we muft conclude with Mo- 
fes, that every thing which God made was at firlt 
very good; or in other words, that order and 
beauty, harmony and happinefs, were ftamped 
upon every part of the creation, and efpecially 
on man, the mafter-piece of creating power in 
this fublunary world. On this axiom I raife 


my 
IL ARGUMENT. 


Does not the natural ftate of the earth caft a 
light upon the fpiritual condition of its inha- 
bitants ? Amidft a thoufand beauties that indi- 
cate what it was when God pronounced it very 
good, and as the original alfo imports, extremely 
nex ali Amidft the elegant and grand ruins, 

Ce which 
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which form the variety of our fmiling landfeapes, 
and romantic profpeéts; can an impartial inquir- 
er help taking notice of a thoufand ftriking 
proofs, that a multiply’d curfe refts upon this 
globe, and that man who inhabits it is now dif- 
graced by the God of nature and providence ? 
Here, deceitful moraffes, or faithlefs quick- 
fands obftrué& our way: There, miry impaflabte 
roads, or inhofpitable fandy deferts, endanger 
our life. In one place, we are ftop’d by flupen- 
dous chains of rocky mountains, broken into 
Anghtful precipices or hideous cavern§: And in 
another, we meet with ruinous valleys, cut deep 
by torrents and water-falls, whofe tremendous 
roar ftuns the aftonifhed traveller. Many of the 
hills are flony, rude, and wafte ; and moft of the 
plains are covered over with ftrata of barren fand, 
{iff clay, or infertile gravel. 
_ Thorns,t thiftles, and noxious weeds grow 
fpontaneoufly every where, and yield a trouble- 
fom, never-failing crop: While the beft foil, 
carefully plow’d by the laborious hufbandman, 
and fown with precious feed, frequently re- 
pays his expenfive toil with light fheaves, or a 


blafted harveft. 
~ Confider 
* Thofe who oppofe the do@trine of the fall, fay that “ Weeds 
have their ufe.” I grant they are rea to pues of 
poor people, who earn their bread by pulli the general ares. 
fance out of our fields and gardens: “hut tl our 
“have proved that thiftles are more ufeful, 
more fpontancoufly, and multiply more abundantly, oe oad 3 
we fhall difcuver the badnefs of oe caufe thro® ightnets 
of their objection. 


Af 
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‘Confider that immenfe part , of the globe, 
which lies between the tropics: it is parched up 
by the fcorching beams of the vertical fun : 
There, the tauny inhabitants fan themfelves in 
vain; they pant, they melt, they faint on the ful- 
try couch; and like the birds of night dare not 
appear abroad, till evening fhades temper the in- 
fufferable blaze of day. View the frozen coun- 
tries around the poles: In fummer, the fun juft 
glances upon them by his feeble, horizontal rays ; 
In winter, he totally deferts them, and they lie 
bound with rigorous froft, and buryed in con- 
tinual night. There, the torpid inhabitants know 
neither harveft non vintage, the ocean feems a 
boundlefs. plain of ice, and the continent ims 
mente hills of fnow. 

The temperate zones are indeed bleffed with. 
milder climates: But even here, how irregular 
are the feafons! To go-no farther than this fa. 
voured ifland, what means the ffrange forefight, 
by which the ice of January is laid in to temper 
the ardors of July; and the burning mineral 
is ftored up in June, to mitigate the froft in De- 
cember? But notwithftanding thefe precautions, 
what continual complaints are heard about the 
intenfenefs of the heat, the feverity of the cold; 
or the fudden, pernicious change from the one 
tothe other ? — 

Let us defcend to particulars. In winter, how. 
often do drifts of {now bury the flarved theep, 
and, intomb the frozen traveller! In fummer, 

C3 how 
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how frequently do dreadful forms of hail eut 
down, or inceffant fhowers of rain wafh away 
the fruits of the earth! Perhaps, to compléat the 
defolation, Water pours down from all the neéigh- 
bouring hills; and the fwelling ftreams, joihing 
with overflowing rivers, caufe fudden imunda- 
tions, lay wafte the richeft paflures, and carry 
off the fwimming flocks; while the frighted f 
inhabitants of the vale either retire to the top of 
their deluged houfes, or by the timely affiffance 
of boats fly from the imminent, and ever ifcreaf- 
ing danger. , 

If heaven feeims to diffolve into water in one 
place, in another it is like brafs ; it yields nei- 
ther fruitful rains nor cooling dews: The earth 
is like iron under it, and the perifhing cattle lol! 
out their parched tongues, where they once 
drank the refrefhing flream. And fuppofe a few 
happy diftrifls efcape thefe dreadful fcourges for 
a number of years, are they not at laft vifited 
with redoubled feverity ? And whilft abufed af- 
fluence vanifhes as a dream before the intolera- 
ble dearth, do not ftarving, }.riotous multitudes. 
leave their houfes to plunder their neighbours, 
and venture the gallows for a morfel of bread ?- 

When fome, fecure from the attacks of water, 
quietly enjoy the comforts of plenty, Fire per= 
haps furprizes them in an infant’: ‘They awake 


tba "involved 
+ This was the cafe of feveral families § in the sna parith,. 


Wovember 1770. 
} This beppened fome years ago in this neighbourhood, 
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involved in fmoke, and furrounded by crackling 
flames, through which (if it is not too late) they 
fly naked at the hazard of their neck, and think 
themfelves happy if, while they leave behind 
them young children, or aged parents, burning, 
in the blaze of all their goods, they efcape them- 
felves with diflocated joints or broken bones. 
' Their piercing fhrieks and the fall of their houfe_ 
feem to portend a general conflagration ;, Joud' 
confufion increafes,. difaftrous ruin fpreads; and 
perhaps, before they. can be ftopped, a ftreet, a 
fuburb, a.whole city is reduced to afhes. 
- ‘Turn your imagination from the fmoking ruins,. 
to fix it upon the terrifying effe€ts of the Air, 
agitated into roaring tempefts and boifterous hur- 
ricanes. Before their impetuous blaft, the mats 
of fhips-and cedars of Lebanon are like broken 
reeds, men of war and folid buildings like the 
driven chaff. Here, they. ftrip the groaning fo- 
tefls, tear the bofom of the earth, and obfure 
the fky. with clouds of whirling fand ; And there,. 
they plow up the liquid foaming plains, and with 
fportive fury turn up mountains for ridges, ‘or cut, 
valleys inftead of furrows. As they pafs along, 
the confounded ‘elements, dreadfully roar under 
the mighty {courge, the rolling fea toffes herfelf 
up to heaven, and folid’land is /ecpt with the bes 
Jom of deflrucron.. 

To heighten the horror of the fcene, Thunder, 
the majeftic voice of an.angry God, and the aw- 
ful artillery of heaven, burfts in loud:claps from 

: : the 
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the lowring fky. Diftant hills reverberate and. 
increafe the alarming found, and with rock. 
ing edifices declare to man that vengeance belong+ 
eth unto God: And to inforce the folemn warn- 
ing, repeated flafhes of dightning with horrible 
glare dazzle his eyes, and with forked fires ftrike 
confternation into his breaft; if they do not ac- 
tually ftrike him dead in the midft of his thatter- 
ed habitation. 

Nor doth heaven alone dart deftru&ive fines ; 
Earth, our mother Earth, as if it was not enough 
frequently to corrupt the atmofphere by ‘peflilen- 
tial vapours, borrows the afliftance of the devour- 
ing element, to terrify and feourge her guilty 
children. By fudden, frightful chafms, and the 
mouth of her burning mountains, fhe vomits 
clouds of fmoke, fulphureous flames, and calcina- 
. ted rocks ; fhe emits fireams of melted minerals, 
covers the adjacent plains with boiling, fiery 
lavas; and as if fhe wanted to cafe herfelf of 
the burden of her inhabitants, fuddenly rifes 
againftthem, and in datéles of Jhaking at once 
- crufhes, deftroys, and buries. them in heaps 
of ruins. 

Thefe aftonifhing fcenes, like. the fight ofa 
bloody battle at a diflance, may indeed entertain, 
us; they may amufe our imegination, when i in 
a peaceful apartment, we fee them beautifully 
reprefented by the pen of a Virgil, Sn papagcil” 
of a Raphael. But to bein the midft of the 
as thoufands are fooner or Tater, is inex a 


dreadful : 
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dreadful: It is a€tually to fee the forerunners 
of divine vengeance, and hear the fhaking of 
God's dedrutaive rod: It is to behold at once a 
lively emblem, and an awful pledge of that 
fire and brimflone, form and tempeft, which the 
righteous Governor of the world will razn upon 
the ungodly; when the heavens {hill pafs 
away with a great notfe, the e’ements hall melt 
with fervent hear, and the earth with the works 
that are therein fhall be burnt up. 

Now as reafon loudly declares, that the God 
of order; juftice, and goodnefs, could never 
eftablith and continue this fearful courfe of things, 
but to punifh the diforders of the moral world 
‘by thofe of the-natural, we muft conclude that 
man is guilty, from the alarming tokens of di- 
vine difpleafure, fo confpicuous in every part 
of the habitable globe. 


I. ARGUMENT. 


We have taken a view of the refidence of 
mankind: let us now behold them entering upon 
‘the diforded fcene. And here Reafon informs 
us that fome myflery of iniquity lies hid under 
the loathfome, painful, and frequently mortal 
circumftances, which accompany their birth. 
For it can never be imagined that a righteous 
and good God, would fuffer innocent and pure 
Kalani to come into the world {killed in no 
other 
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ether Janguage than that of mifery, venting it 
félf in doleful accents ‘or bitter cries. 

It is matter of faét that.infants generally return 
their firft’ breath with a groan, and falute the 
fight with the voice of forrow: Generally, I fay, 
for fometiines they are born half-dead, and can- 
not without the utmoft difficulty be brought to- 
breathe andgroam. But all are born at the ha- 
zard of their lives: For while fome cannot prefs.. 
into the land of the living without being dange- 
roufly bruifed, others: have their tender bones 
diflocated: Some are almoft ftrangled ; and. it. is. 
the horrible fate of others to- be- fore’d: into. the- 
world by inftruments, of torture; having their 
{cull bored through or broken to pieces, or their 
quivering limbs cut or torn off. from the un- 
fortunate trunk, Again; 

While fome appear on: the flage of life em 
barraffed with fuperfluous parts, others mutilated: 
want thofe which. are. neceflary.; And what is 
more fhocking ftill, a few, whofe hideous,. 
mifhapen bodies feem, calculated to reprefent the 
deformity of a.fallen foul, rank. among frightful 
monflers; and to: terminate. the horror of the- 
parents, are aétually fmother’d and deftroy’d. 

The fpe&tators, it is true, concern’d for the 
honourof mankind, frequently draw a veil over 
thefe fhocking and bloody fcenes; but a: philo-. 
fopher will find them out, and willrationally in-- 
fer, that the deplorable and dangerous manner 

: in 
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an whith mankind are born, proves them to be 
degenerate, fallen creatures.t 


I. ARGUMEN’T. 


If we let our thoughts afcend, from the ‘little 
Tufferers, to the mothers that bear them, we 
fhell find another dreadful proof of the divine 
difpleafure and our depravity. Does not a good 
mafter, much more a gracious’ God delight in 
the profperity and happinefs of his faithful fer- 
vants ? If mankind were naturally in their Crea- 
-tor’s favour, would he not order the fruit of the 
womb to drop from it, without more inconveni- 
ency than ripe vegetables fall from the opening 
hufk, or full-grown fruit from the difburdened 
tree ? But how widely different is the cafe! 


Fix your attention on pregnant mothers: See 
‘their difquietude and fears. Some go before 
hand 


'_ + Logicians will excufe the author, if he prefers the common, 
unatfeéted manner of propofing his arguments; to the furmal 
method of the fchools. But they may eafily try his enthymemes 
“by giving them the form of fyllogifm:, thus. 
I. Argument. If the rod of God is fearfully fhaken over 
this globe, the difordered habitation of mankind; it is a, figa 
they are under his difpleafure. 
But the rod of God is fearfully fhaken over this globe ‘&c. 
Therefore mankind are under his difpleafure. 
“II. Argument. A pure and innocent creature. cannot. be 
born under fuch and fuch deplorable circumftances. 
But man is born under fuch and fuch deplorable cirucmiftancee. 
Therefore man is not.a*pure and innocent: creature. 
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kand through an imaginary travel, almoft as pain- 
ful to the mind, as the real labour is to the body. 
The dreaded hour comes at laft. Good God! 
What lingering, what tearing pains; what re-- 
doubled throes, what killing agonies attend it! 
See the curfe—or rather, fee it not. Let the 
daughter of her who tafted the forbidden fruit 
without the man, drink that bitter cup without 
him. Fly from the mournful fcene, fly to dif- 
tant apartments—But. in yain—The din of for- 
row purfues and overtakes you there. 

A child of man is at the point of being born ; 
his tortur’d mother proclaims the news in the bit- 
terefl accents, They increafe with her iricreaf- 
ing agony. Sympathize and pray, while fhe 
fuffers and groans—Perhaps while fhe fuffers and 
dies: For it is poflibly her dying groan that 
reaches your ear. Perhaps nature is {pent in the 
hard travel; her fon is born, and with Jacob’s 
wife, fhe clofes her languid eye and expires. 
Perhaps the inftruments of death are upon her: 
‘The keen fteel manglés her delicate frame: »As 
Czfar’s mother, fhe geneéroufly fuffers her body 
to be open’d, that her unborn child may not be 
torn from her in pieces; and the feptile tree is 
unnaturally cut down, that its fruit may be fafely 
gathered. ; 

Perhaps neither mother nor child can be faved, 
and one grave is going to deprive a diftragied 
mortal of a beloved Rachel and a long expefled 
Benjamin. If this is the cafe, O Earth, Earth, 

“ee arth, 
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Earth, conceal thefe flain, cover their blood, 
and detain in thy dark bofdm the fearful curfe 
that brought them there. Vain with! Too ac- 
tive to be confined in thy deepeft vaults, it ranges 
through the world: With unrelenting fiercenefs 
it purfues trembling mothers, and forces them io 
lift up their voice for fpeedy relief’; Though 
vary’d according to the accents of an hundred 
Janguages, it is the fame voice, that of the bitter- 
eft anguifh: And while it is reverberated from 
hamlet to hamlet, from city to city, it {trikes the 
unprejudiced inquirer, and makes him confefs 
that thefe clouds of unbrib’d witneffes, by their 
lond, confentaneous evidence, impeach Srn, the 
tormentor of the woman, and murderer of her 
offspring. . 
But fuppofe the cafe is not fo fatal, and fhe is 
at laft delivered; her labour may be over, yet 
_ not her pain'and danger; a lingering weaknefs 
may carry her flowly to her grave. If fhe reco- 
vers, fhe may be a mother, and yet unable to 
aét a mother’s part. Her pining child fucks her 
difordered breaft in vain: Either the fprings of 
his balmy food are dry’d up, or they overflow 
with a putrid loathfom fluid, and excruciating 
ulcers caufe the foft lips of the infant to appear 
terrible a8 the edge of the fword. 
If the happily efcapes this common kind of 
diftrefs, yet fhe may date the beginning of fome ~ 
chronical difeafe, from her dangerous lying-in; 


‘and, in confequence of her hard wreflling - for 
the 


al 


[ 38 J 


the bleffing of a child, may with the patriarch 
go halting all her days. How fenfible are the 
marks of divine indignation in’ all thefe feenes 
of forrow, and edrifegiienntly how vifible:o our fin- 
fulnefs and guilt! 

Nor can the juftnefs of ches siMesiaee = a 
nied, under pretence that the» females ‘of other 
animals which neither do nor’can fin, bring forth 
their young with pain, as “well as “women. 
For if we take a view of the whole earth, we 
fhall not fee any females, except the’ daughters 
of'Eve who groan under, a “periodical diforder 
that entails languor and pain, weaknefs and mor- 
tal difeafes, on their moft blooming dayss- Nor 
do we in general find any, that are delivered of 
their offspring with half the forrow and danger 
of women. Thefe two remarkable circumilances 
loudly call upon us to look for the -caufle lof the 
forrow which attends the delivery of female jani-~ 
inals, Where that forrow js moft fenfibly felt ;. 
4nd to admire the perfeét agreement that, fublifts 
between the obfervations of natural. pbilofophers, 
and the aflertion of the moft ancient hiflerian. 


‘Gen. iit. 16,05 1 «| ta DOOT pita ya 
if mde 
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If we advert to mankind, even» before they 
burft the womb of their tortur’d mothers) they 


afford us a new proof of their ‘total: degeneiacy. . 


Yor reafon dictates that if they-were) not con- 
yolsaa ecived 
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etived in fin, the Father of mercies could not 
_ confiftently with his goodnefs and juftice, com- 
mand the cold hand of death to nip. them in the 
unopen’d, or juft opening bud. This neverthe- 
lefs happens every hour. Who-can number the 
early, mifcarriages of the womb? How many 
millions of miferable embrios feel the pangs of 
death before thofe ‘of birth, and prepofteroufly 
turn the fruitful womb into a living grave ? And 
how many millions more of wretched infants 
efcape the dangers of their birth-day, and falute 
the troublefome light, only to take their untimely 
leave of it, after languifhing afew days on the 
rack ofa conyulfive, or torturing diforder ? I afk 
againy Would a good and righteous God feal the 
death warrant of fuch multitudes cf his unborn 
or newly born creatures, if their natural depravity 
_ did not render them PEASE fubjeéts. of diffolu- 
tion? . 
_ It is true the young sat beafts fuffer and die as 
well asinfants;, but it is only becaufe they are 
involved in our mifery. . They partake of it as 
the attendants of anoble traitor fhare in his ruin. 
Sin, that inconceivably virulent and powerful 
evil drew down God’s righteous curfe upon all 
‘that was created for, man’s ufe, as well as upon 
man-himfelf; Hence. only {pring the degene- 
xacy and death that turns. beafls to one promif- 
cuous duft with mankind. Compare Gen. iii. 17. 
Rom. v. 12. and viii. 22. We may then juftly 
infer, from the fufferings and death of flill-born 
D2 or 
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oF new Born children, that mamis totally. degene-_ 
rate, and ‘liable to deftruétion, even from his 
mother’s womb. 


V. ARGU MEN TF. 


But taking your leave of the infant corpfe, al- 
ready buryed in the womb, or depofited in a cof- 
fin. of a fpan long; fix your attention on the 
healthy, fucking child. See him ftupidly' faring: 
in his narfes lap, or awkardly paffing ‘through 
childhood to manhood. How vifible is his de- 
generacy in every flage. N 

Part of the divine image in which he was made: 
in Adam, confifted in purity, power, and know-- 
ledge: But now he is naturaly the leat cleanly, 
as well as the moft helplefs and ignorant of all. 
animals. Yes, if the reader could forgive the 
indelicacy of the affertion, for the fake of ‘its 
truth, I would venture ‘to fhew that there is 
no comparifon between the cleanlinefs of the 
little a€tive animals, who fuck the filthy: {wine, 
and of helplefs infants who fuck the purer breafts 
of their tender mothers. But, cafting’ a veil: 
over the dribling, loathfome, little creatures, , 
without fear of being contradiéted’ I aver, that - 
the young of thofe brutes which are! flupid to a 
proverb, know their dams and follow them as. 
foon as they ‘are drop’d; whilft infants are Months. — 
without taking any particular notice of their 
parents, and being able, I halt wet ‘= to follow 

a3 them, 
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them, but even to bear-the weight of their {wad- 
led body, or ftand upon their tottering legs. 

With reference to the Knowledge neceffary for 
the fupport of animal ‘life, it is undeniable that 
brates have greatly the advantage of mankind. 
Fowls and fifhes, immediately and with amazing 
fagacity fingle out their proper nourifhment,’ 
among a thoufand ufelefs and noxious things: 
But infants put indifferently to their mouth all 
that comes to their hand, whether it be food 
or poifon, acoral or aknife: And, what is more 
aflonifhing fill, grown up perfons fearce ever 
attain to the knowledge of the quantity, or quali- 
ty of the. meat and* drink moft fuitable to, 
their. conttitutions., 

All difordered dogs fix at once upon the falu-. 
tary vegetable that, can in fome cafes, relieve 
their diftrefs: But many, phyficians, even after 
feveral years fludy and praétice, hurt and fome- 
times. kill their patients by improper medicines. . 
Birds of paflage by mere inftin@, find the north 
and the fouth more.readily than mariners by the. 
compafs. Untaught fpiders weave their webs,. 
and uninflrugéted! bees; make their combs to the. 
greateft perfeétion: But fallen. man muli ferve, 
a tedious apprenticefhip to learn his own bufi-. 
nels; and with all the help of mafter, tools, and: 
patterns, feldom proves,an ingenious artilt.. 

_ Again, other-animals,are provided with a-natu-. 
ralcovering, that anfwers the double end of, ules, 
fylnels. and ornament: But indigent man is o-. 

D 3. bliged 
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bliged to borrow from plants, beafts, and worms, 
the materials with which: he hides his nakednefs, 
or defends his feeblenefs ; and a great) part of 
his fhort life is fpent improviding, .or puttmg on 
and off garments, the gaudy tokens of his fhame, 
or ragged badges of his fall. 

Are not thefe plaim proofs that man, who ac- 
cording to his rank and primitive excellency,. 
fhould in all things;have the pre-eminence, is 
now a degraded being, curfed for his apoflacy 
with native uncleanlinefs, helplefInels, ignerance,. 

.and nakednefs above all other animals. ° 


Vi ARGUMENT. 


Man’s natural ignorance great as-it is, might 
neverthelefs be overlooked, if ‘he had but the 
right knowledge of his Creator.’ But alas? 
The holy and righteous God judicially with- 
draws himfelf from bis unholy, apoftate creature: 
Man is not properly acquainted with him” zn. 
whom he lives, and moves, and hath his beng. 
This humbling truth may be’ a by: 
the following obfervations:|) SCT 

God is infinitely perfect; all the: ‘perfobiion 
to be found in the moft éxalted creatures is) but. 
the rafleGion of the tranfcendent effulgence be- 
longing to. that glorious: Sun of fpisitual beauty ;" 
the furface of the unfathomable depths of good-— 
nefs and lovelinefs which regenerate fouls difeo- 


ver im that ikgcoscay ocean of ai excellence. 
its il? Mia ret te 
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If thefefore men faw God, they could far Iefs 
help being ftruck with holy awe, overwhelmed 
with pleafing wonder and _ravifhed with delight- 
ful adiniration, than. aman born blind, and refto- 
red to fight in the blaze of a fummer's day, 
could help being tranfported at the glory of the 
new and unexpetted profpedt.* Could we but 
fee virtue in all its beauty, faid an heathen, 
it would inftantly ravith our hearts: How much 
greater would our ravifhment be, if we were 

_ indulged with a clear, immediate difcovery of 
the divine beauty, the eternal original of all vir- 
tue, the exubrant fountain of all perfeétion and 
delight ?. But alas! how few thus behold, know, 
and admire God may eafily be feen by the im- 
pious.or vain conduét of mankind. 

If a multitude ingenuoufly confefs they know. 
not the: king; if they. take his flatue or one of 
his attendants for him; or if they doubt whe- 

ther there is a king; or {port with his name 
and laws i in his prefence ; we may reafonably con- 
clude . that they neither, fee nor. know, the royal 
perfon. And is not this the cafe of the fuperfti-, 
tious who, like the Athenians, worfhip am ; uns 
known God? Of idolaters who .bow to favour- 
ite mortals, or lifelefs images as to the true God ? 
_ OF infidels who doubt the very being of a God ?. 
_ And of open. finners, che bulk of mankind, who 
_ live every where as if thefe was. none? 
Our natural ignorance of God manifefls itfelf 
‘Aull move evidently by the confeflions both of 
real: 
* Si virtua con(piceretur. oculis, mirabilcs amores cxcitaret um 
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real and’ nominal’ Chriftians. “Phe former, be= 
fore they knew God, and were admitted to de- 
hold his glory fhining in the face of Fefus Chtift, 
bitterly complained’ as Ifaiah, Verily thow art a 
God that hide? thy/lf; ot mournfully atked with 
David, How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 
It is plain then that, by nature, they were ‘as 
others, without God (pragtical atheifts) in the 
world, and have as much reafon as St. Paul to 
declare, that the world by wi/dom knew not God. 

‘As for nominal Chriftians, tho’ they daily pray 
that she fellowship of the Holy’ Ghoft may: be with 
us all, itis evident they are utter ftrahgers to 
communion with God by his holy Spirit. Forif 
we affirm, that he bleffes his children with a 

{piritual difcovery: of Iris prefence,; and manzfe/ts. 
himfelf to them as he doth' not to the world? they 
fay we are mad, or call us enthufials) This bes’ 
haviour fhews beyond all confefions, that they 
are totally unacquainted with te Light of God's 
countenance: For what greater praof'can ‘a‘blind’ 
man give that he! has: no knowledge of the Turi,? 
than to fufpea his neighbour of lunaey, for af! 
firming that fanfhine is a delightful reality 21°" 

- From this demonftration of our’ natural igno-. ' 
ranceof God, Idraw the following conclufion.’ If 
the Lord, ‘who is a mild’and condefce king” 
to all his loyal fubjeés, a-father full of end ing - 
and tender Jeve to all his dutiful children, hid 
has face from "mankind in’ a natural flate ; 
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je@ture, hear-fay, or + inference ;. it is proof they 
are under his difpleafure, andiconfequently re- 
bellious, fallen creatures. 
_ For what. but, rebellion could. thus febpbatle 
between beings fo nearly related, as an infinitely 
gracious Creator, and favourite creatures, whofe 
foul is, according to an heathen, divine particu- 
la aure@; and according to Mofes, the very breath 
of God? We may then rationally conclude with 
- the evangelical prophet, that our inequities have 
fe eparated between us and our God, and that our 
Sins have hid his face from us, eclipfed the fur 
of righteoufnefs, and brought fuch darknefs on: 
our fouls that, by nature, we know neither 
. what we are, nor what we, fhould be ; neither. 
whence we come, nor whither we are going 5 
neither the grand bufinefs we have to do, nor 
the danger attending leaving it undone. 


VIL ARGUMENT. “ 


If by nature mankind know not the Lord to be 
their God, is it furprizing that beafts fhould not 
know. mankind to be their Lords ? Neverthelefs 
reafon agrees with {cripture in maintaining. that 
‘man by far the nobleft work of God here below, 
{ ould according to the reafon and fitnefs of 
ningSs eas, rule. over all the fublunary creation. 
SPI pu bar; j But 
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mt is the Anawledye of God mentioned Rom. i. 21, It 
nit to ledve without excu/2 thole who do not improve it till 
attain to the faving ei mentioned, John xvii. gv. 
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But alas! even’ in this refpeé, How is the crows 
fallen from his head ! Inferior animals have: we 
little regard for him, as he has for his God. 
Notwith ftandin¢ his artful contrivances, kay 
birds and mifchievous ’ beafts’ eat'up, ‘trample 
down, or deftroy part of the fruit of’ his’ rural 
labour.. In warmer climes armies of locufts, 
more terrible than hofts of mén, frequently « dark- 
en the air, or cover the ground: They equally 
mock at ‘his power and craft. | Wherever’ they 
light, allverdure difappears, and’ the fummer’s 
-fruitfulnefs is turned’ into wintry defolation. 
If locufts do not reach this happy ifland; cae 
terpillars, and a‘variety of other feemingly ' in- 


fignificant, but really formidable infebs, make : a 
more conflant’ though lefs general attack upon 
our trees and gardens. In vain are ‘they deftroy- 
ed by millions, they cannot be fully conquered; 
and the yearly returning plague forces the con- 
fiderate fpeétator, to acknowledge the ues of 
a fin-avenging providence, 

Happy would it be for man, if rebellions ani 
mals were fatisfy’d with the produc’ ‘of his field 
and’ orchards: But alas! they ‘thirft’ after ‘his 
blood, and attack his perfon. Lions," tigers, 
rattle-fnakes, crocodiles and fharks, ‘whenev. 
they have an opportunity impetuonifly attack, 
rioufly tear, and greedily devour him,’ . 
what is_moft aftonifhing, the bafeft reptile 
“not afraid. to breed, in his fom: 
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‘ery bowels, and confume his inward parts: while’ 
_ fwarms of flying, leaping or creeping infeéts, 
too vile to be named,:but not to humble a’ 
proud apoftate,-have the -infolence to fix upon 
his {kim and ‘by piereing or furrowing his flefh) 
fuck: bis blood; and feaft ape him ei his cra~ 
dle tothe grave. 

Domettic animals, it is true; do man excel- 
dent fervice: But i¢ it not becaufe he either forces, 
-or bribesthem to it, by the continual labour and 
expence, with which he breaks and maintains 
thenv? What’ bufinefs have’ multitudes sof inén, 
bat toiferve the jdmuidges of mankind? What are 
finiths, farrier's, farmer's: fervants, grooms, hof. 

- tlers, &c..but-the dlaves of brutes, waihing,: cure. 
rying, fhocing, feeding, and waiting: vind them. 
both \by day-andeby night? | so = 
‘And! yergs! notwihftanding> the | prerogative 
granted: to Noah's piety, Gene ix.2. /and the 
care takéw of domeftic animals, do they not rebel 
as often as they dare? : 
Here, theep deented the quieteft: of all, run 
fray orbreak into the field ofa litigious neigh. 
ours There, the furious bull purfues and gores, 
or the raging dog fetsupon andi tears ‘the inoffen- 
traveller. - To day you read that awimrpeta-: 
ae , foaming fieed hath hurried away, thrown 
-and.drag’d along his unfortunate matter, 
e blood {prinkling | the dufl, and brains dafh’d 
the flones, direét the feareh of his difcon= 
viend : And. to-morrow you. may; hear,. 
that 
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that'a vicious shorfe has darted his iton-fenced 
hoof into his attendant’s breaft or forehead, and 
‘lam'd or kill’d him on the fpot.. ; 
And would the wife governor of the bail, 
the kind proteétor of his obedient creatures, per- 
‘mit this rebellion, even of the tameft animals, 
jand bafeft vermin againft man, if man ‘himfelf 
was not a daring rebel againft him ?’ ae 


Vill. ARGUMENT.’ 


That a contemptible infe&t fhould dare to fet 
upon, and be able to devour a proud monarch, 
an Herod in the midft of his guards, is terrible: 
But) the..mifchief flops not here. | Numerous 
tribes of other bafe animals are armed with poi 
fonous tongues or flings, and ufethem againft 
mankind with peculiar rage. »Te fay, nothing of 
nad dogs, have not afps, + vipers, tarantulas, feor- 
pions, and other venomous ferpents and infeéts, 
the deftruétive fkill of extra€ting the quintef- 
fence of the curfe that fin, our moral poifon, 
hath brought upon the earth?) When we come 
within their reach, do they not bite or fling us 
with the utmoft fury ?; And by infufing their fub 
tle venom into our blood, {pread they not anguii 
and deftru@tion through our “ee frame. 


gualie 


+ Some will fay that viper’s flefh is ufeful in ine 
it; but is the poi/on of that creature ufeful ? This’ mult be Pp 
before the argument ¢an be invalidated, _ NBs " 
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Anfwer, ye thoufands, who died in the wilder- 
nefs of the bite of fiery ferpents; and ye multi- 
tudes, who in almoft all countries have fhared 
their deplorable fate. 

"Let us defcend to the vegetable world. How 
many deceitful roots, plants, and fruits depofit 
their pernicious juices in the ftomach of thofe, 
who unwarily feed upon them! Did not ‘Elitha, 
and the fons of the prophets, narrowly efcape be- 
ing poifoned all together, by one of them fatally 
miftaking a pot-herb ? «And do not many’ go 
quickly, or flowly to their grave by fuch melan- 
choly accidents ? 

Minerals and metals are not the laft to enter 
into the general confpiracy againft’ mankind. 
Under inoffenfive appearances, do not they con- 
tain what is deftru€tive to the animal frame? 
And have not many fallen a facrifice to their ig- 
norance of the mifchief Jurking in arfenic, and 
other + mineral produétions? Nor are metallic 
effiuvia lefs hurtful to hundreds; and the health 
of mankind is perhaps more injured by copper 
alone, than itis preferved by all the mineral wa- 
ters in the world: It is acknowledged that num- 
bers are poifoned by food prepared in utenfils 
made ofthat dangerous metal ; and how many aie 

E infenfibly 


+ It is objeéted that excellent remedies are prepared with anti- 
mony and mercury: But it is well known that the perfons wh 

them only expel one poifon with another; as the deca yed cons 
ry of thofe who have frequent recourfe to thefe violent medi- 


eines abundantly prove. : 
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infenfibly hurt by the fame means, is only known 
to.a wife and righteous providence. 

: Thus Godjleaves us in a world, where mifchief 
lurks under a variety of things apparently, ufeful, 
without giving us the leafbintimation of deftruc- 
tion nears To fay that znfinzte goodne/s can deal 
thus withjenocené creatures, is offering violence 
to our|reafon, and (an affront to divine juftice. 
Conclude then -with me, Reader, that we have 
loft our, original innocence, and forfeited our 
Creator’s favour. ~ 


IX. ARGUMENT. 


But if the generality of mankind efcape all the 
various forts of poifon, do they efcape the curfe 
of toil and fweat ? And is not a great majority of 
them reduced to fuch fordid want, and prefling 
neceflity, as to be obliged even to do the greatedt 
drudgery for a wretched maintenance ? 

When God made them to have dominion over 
he works of his hands; when he put all things in 
Jubjetion under their feet, and crowned them with 
glory and honour ; they filled up each happy hour 
in evidencing their love to him and each other: 
They fpent their golden moments in admiring 
the variety and beauty of his works, finding out 
the divine fignatures imprefled upon them, fway- 
ing their mild f{eepter over the obedient creation, 
and enjoying the rich, incorruptible fruits, which 
the earth {pontaneoufly produced. in the greatelt 

patleGion 
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perfe@tion and abundance. Thus their pleafure 
was without idlenefs or pain, and their employ- 
‘ment without toil or wearinefs. 
- But no fooner did fin open the flood-gates of 
natural evil, than arduous labour came in full tide 
‘upon mankind; and athoufand painful arts were 
invented to mitigate the manifold curfe, which 
their difobedience had brought upon them. 

Since the fall, our bodies are become vulnera- 
ble and fhamefully naked; and it is the bulinefs 
of thoufands to make, or fell all forts of garments 

. for our defence and ornament. The earth has 
doft her original fertility; and  thoufands more 
with iron inftruments open her bofom, to force 
her to yield us a maintenance; or with immenfe 
‘labour fecure her precarious, decaying fruits : 
Immoderate rains deprive her of her folidity, and 
earthquakes or deluges deftroy her evennels ; 
numbers therefore are painfully employed in mak- 
-ing or mending roads. Each country affords 
-fome only of the neceffaries or conveniencies of 
life; this obliges the mercantile inhabitants to 
tranfport, with immenfe trouble and danger, the 
produce of one place to fupply the wants of an- 
other. Weare expofed to a variety of dangers : 
Our perfons and property muft be fecured againft 
the inclemency of the weather, the attacks of 

evil beafls, and the affaults of wicked men: 
Hence the fatigue of millions of workmen in 
wood and ftone, metals and minerals; and the 
toils and hazards of millions more, who live by 
E 2 making 
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making, wearing, or ufing the various inftra- 
ments of war and flaughter. 

Diforder and injuftice give rife to government, 
politics, and a labyrinth of Jaws; and thefe em- 
ploy myriads of officers, lawyers, magifirates, and 
rulers, We are fubje&t toa thoufand pains and 
maladies; hence myriads more prefcribe and pre- 
pare remedies, or attend and nurfe the fick. 
Our univerfal ignorance occafions the tedious la- 
bour of giving and receiving inftru@tion, in all 
the branches of human and divine knowledge. 
And to compleat the whole, the original tongue 
of mankind is confounded, and even neighbour- 
ing nations are barbarians to each other: From 
hence arife the painful lucubrations of critics and 
linguifts, with the infinite trouble of teaching and 
learning various languages. 

The curfe introduced by fin is the occafion 
of all thefe toils. They are foon mentioned, 
but alas! how long, how grievous do they ap- 
pear to thofe that feel their feverity! How 
many fighs have they forced from the breafts, 
how much fweat from the bodies of mankind! 
Unite the former, a tempeft might enfue: Col- 
Je& the latter, it would fwell into rivers. 

To go no father than this populous parifh, with 
what hardfhips, and dangers do our indigent 
neighbours earn their bread! See thofe who ran- 
fack the bowels of the earth to get the black 
mineral we burn: Is their lot preferable to that 
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‘of the Spanifh felons, who work the goldea 
mines ? 

They take their leave of the light of the fun 
‘and fufpended by a rope, they are let down 
many fathoms perpendicularly towards the cen- 
‘ter of the globe: They traverfe the rocks 
through which they have dug their horizontal 
ways: the murderer’s cell is a palace, in compa- 
rifon of the black {pot to which they repair: 
The-vagrant’s pofture in the ftocks is preferable 
to dliat! j in which they labour, 

Form if you cam an ‘idea of the’ mifery of 
men kneeling, ftooping or lying on one ‘fide, 
‘to toil all day in a confined place,’ where a child 
" could hardly ftand: Whilft a'younger company 
with their hands and feet on the black dufty 
ground, and a chain about their body, creep and 
drag along, like four-footed  beatts; lieavy loads 
of the dirty mineral, through ways almoft impal, 
fable to the curious obferver. 

In thefe low and dreary vaults all the elements. 
feem combined againtt theins Deftru€tive dampé. 
and clouds of noxious: duff infe& the air they, 
breathe. |Sometime water inceflantly diftils on 
their naked bodies:; or burftmg-upon them in 
ftreams drowns: them, and deluges their® work: 
At other times, pieces- of detached’ roeks crufli 
them-to death, or the earth breaking in upon thent. 
puries them alive. And- frequently fulphurious 

vapours, kindled in an inftant by. the light of 
their —e form fubteraneous ‘thunder and 

Ez » lightning 2. 
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lightning : what adreadful phenomenon! How 
impetuous is the blaft! How fierce the rolling 
flames ! How intolerable the noifome {fmell 
How dreadful the continued roar! How. violent 
and fatal the explofion! pa 
Wonderful, providence! Some of the unhap- 
py men haye time to proftrate themfelyes, the 
fiery {courge grazes their back, the ground 
Shields their breafls; they efcape. See them 
wound up out of the blazing dungeon, and fay 
if thefe are not brands plucked out of the fire. 
A peftiferous. fleam, and clouds of fuffocating 
fmoke purfues. them.. Half dead themfelves, 
they hold their dead or dying companions in 
their trembling arms. Merciful God of Shadrach! 
Kind proteftor of Mefhech! Mighty deliverer of 
Abednego ! Patient preferver of rebellious Jonah! 
Will not she/e. utter a fong—a fong of praife to- 
Thee—praife ardent as the flames they efcape— 
Jafting as the life thou prolongeft ?—Alas! they 
refufe, and fome—Oh tell it not among the Hea- 
thens, left they for ever abhor the name of Chrif 
han—Some return to the very pits, where they 
have been branded with fulphurous fire by the 
warning hand, of Providence; and \there,. fport- 
ing themfelves again with, the moft, infernal 
withes, call aloud fora fire that cannot be quench- 
ed, and challenge the Almighty to caft them into 
hell, that howomalels pit “ee there i “ts “Tee 
turn. ‘ 
Leave black men, near soca work, 
and fee' yonder bargemen hating that loaded vef- 
fel 
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fel againft wind and fiream.. Since.the dawn of 
day, they have wreftled with the impetuous cur- 
rent ; and now that it almoft overpowers them, 
how do they exert all their remaining flrength, 
and ftrain their every nerve! How are they 
bathed in fweat and/rain !Faftened to their lines 
as horfes to their traces, wherein do they differ 
from the laborious brutes ? Not in an ere& pof- 
ture of body, for in. the intenfenefs of their toil 
they bend forward, their head is foremoft, and 
their hands upon the ground. If there is any 
difference, it confifls in this:’ Horfes are indulg- 
ed. with a collar to. fave their breaft ; and thefe, 
as if theirs was not worth faving, draw without 
one; The beafts tug,in patient filence and mutual 
harmony ; but the men with loud contention and‘ 
horrible imprecations.. O fin, what haf thow 
done ! Is it not enough that thefe drudges fhould 
toil like brutes, muft they alfo curfe one another 

like devils ? 
If you have gone beyond the hearing of their 
impious oaths, flep to confider the fons of 
Vulcan confined to thefe forges and furnaces, Is. 
their lot. much. preferable? A. fultry. air, and 
clouds of fmoke and duft, are the element in 
which they labour..,, The confufed: noife of wa- 
ter falling, fire-engines working, wheels turning, 
files creaking, hammers beating, ore burfling, and 
_ bellows roaring, form the difmal concert that 
" frikes the ears; while»a continual eruption of 
eaiometoending from. the mouth of their artifi- 
L ciabi 
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cial volcanos, dazzle: their eyes with an horrible 
glare. Maffy bars of hot iron are the heavy tools 
they handle, cylinders of the firft magnitude the 
enormous weights they heave, veffels full of melt- 
ed metal the dangerous loads they carry, ftreams 
of the fame burning fluid the fiery rivers which 
they conduét into the. deep cavities of their 
moulds; and millions of flying fparks, with a 
thoufand drops of liquid, hiffing iron, the horri- 
ble fhowers to which they are expofed. See them 
caft; you would think them ina bath and not in 
a furnace, they bedew the burning. fand with 
their ftreaming fweat, nor are'their wet garments 
dryed up either by the fierce fires that they attend, 
or the fiery ftreams which they manage. Certain- 
ly of all men thefe have reafon to remember the 
juft fentence of an offended God : Jn the /weat of 
thy face shalt: thou eat thy bread all the days: of thy 
life. 
nd men indeed do not go thro’ the fant toil’; 
but all have their fhare of it, either in body or 
mind. Behold the ftudious Son of learning ; his- 
intenfe application hath wafted his flefh, exhauft. 
ed his fpirits; and‘almoft dryed up his radical moif- 
ture. Confider the man of fortune: Do his thou. 
fands a year exempt him from the curfeof Adam? 
No; he toils perhaps harder in his fports: and de- 
baucheries, than the poor plowman: that works 
his eftate. as] 
View that corpulent. epicure, who idieaadioiyy 
the. whole day between the. feftal board.and the 
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dozing couch. You may think that he at leaft 
is freé from the curfe which I am defcribing: 
But you are miftaken: while he is living, as he 
thinks, a life of eafe and gentle inaétivity, he 
fills himfelf with crude humours, and makes way 
for the gnawing gout and racking gravel. See 
even now how firongly he perfpires, and with 
what uneafinefs he draws his fhort breath, and 
wipes his dewy, fhining face. Surely he toils 
under the load of an undigefted meal. A porter 
carries a burden upon his brawny {fhoulders, but 
this wretch has conveyed one into his fick flo- 
mach. He will not work; let him alone, and 
e’er long acute pains will bathe him in as profufe 
a fweat, as that of the furnace-man; and ftrong 
medicines will exercife him to fuch a degree, 
that he will envy even the Collier’s lot. 

It is evident therefore, that’ mankind are un- 
der a curfe of + toil and fweat, according to the 
divine fentence recorded by Mofes; and that 
_they are frequently condemned by providence to 


as hard labour for life, as wretched felons rowing 
in 


+ It has been afferted that the fhort pleafure of eating and drink. 
ing makes amends for the fevereft toil. The beft way to bring 
_ fuch idle, fenfual objectors to reafon, would be to make them 
earn every meal by 2 or g hours threfhing. Befides, what great 
pleafure can thofe have in cating who a€tually Marve, or jutt itay 
gnawing hunger, by food coa:fer than that which their rich 
neighbours give to their dogs ? 


‘ 
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‘im the galleys, or digging in the mines. { But 


as it is abfolutely incredible that a goof God, 
who by a word can fupply the wants of all his 
creatures, fhould have fentenced innocent man- 


‘kind to thefe inconceivable hardfhips, to procure 
‘or enjoy the neceffaries of life, it is evident they 


are guilty, miferable offenders. 
XxX. A R.G UM Ea ae 


Hard labour and fweat make up but one of the 
innumerable calamities, incident to the wretch- 


~ed inhabitants of this world. Turn your eyes 


which way you pleafe, and you will fee fome fly- 
ing from, others groaning under, the rod of God ; 
and the greateft number bufily making a fcourge 


‘for the backs of their fellow-creatures, or their 


own. 

To pafs over the mifery of the brute Creation: 
To fay nothing of the fubtilty and rapacioufnefs, 
with which (after the example of men t) they 
lay wait for, and prey upon one another: To caft 


a veil: 
} God’s image difinherited of day, 
Here, plung’d in mines forgets a fun was made; 
There, Beings deathlefs a3 their haughty Lord, 
Are hammer’d tothe galling oar for life, 
And plow the winter’s wave, and reap defpair. Younes. 


+ Eager ambition’s fiery chafe I fee; 
I fee the circling hunt of noify men, ; 
Burft laws inclofure, leap the mounds of right 
Purfuing and purfued, cach others prey § 
As wolves, for rapine ; asthe fox, for wiles; 
Till death, that mighty hunter, earthsthemall, Younes 
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aveil over the agonies of millions that are daily 
ftabbed, ftrangled, fhot, and even flead, boiled 
or fwallowed up alive, for the fupport of man’s 
life, or the indulgence of his luxury > And not to 
mention. again the almoft uninterrupted cries of 
feeble infancy : Only take notice of the tedious 
confinement of childhvod, the blafted {chemes of 
youth, the anxious cares of riper years, and the 
deep groans of wrinkled, decrepit, tottering old 
age :—Fix your attention upon family’ trials : 
Here, a prodigal father ruins. his children, or 
undatiful children break the heart of their fond 
parents: There, an unkind hufband embitters 
the life of his wife, or an imprudent. wife 
ftains the ‘honour of her hufband : A fervant 
difobeys, a relation mifbehaves, a fon lies ill,a 
tenant breaks, a neighbour provokes, a rival 
fupplants, a friend betrays, or an enemy tri- 
umphs: Peace feldom continues one day. 

Liften to the fighs of the affli€ted, the moans 
of the difconfolate, the complaints of the oppref- 
fed, and fhrieks of the’ tortured : Confider the 
deformity of the faces of fome, and diftortion or 
mutilation of the limbs of others: To awaken 
your compaflion, + here a beggar holds out the 
ftump of a thigh or an arm: There, a ragged 
wretch hops alter you upon one leg and two 

crutches ; 

+ Somefor hard mafters broken under arms, 


In battle lop’d away, with half their limbs, 
Beg bitter bread thro’ realms their valour fav'd. 


: j Youne, 


[ 60 J 


crutches; and a little farther you meet with 4 
poor creature ufing his hands inftead of feet, and 
draging thro’ the mire the cumbrous weight of a 
body without lower parts. 

Imagine, if poffible, the hardthips of thofe - 
who are deftitute of one of their fenfes; Here, 
the blind is guided by a dog, or gropes for his 
way in the blaze of noon: There, the deaf lies 
on the brink of danger, inattentive to the loudek 
calls: Here, fits the dumb fentenced to eternal 
filence: There, dribbles the idiot doomed to 
perpetual childhood; and yonder the paralytic 
fhakes without intermiffion, or lies fenfelefs, the 
frightful image ofa living corpfe. 

Leaving thefe wretched creatures, confider the 
tears of the difappointed, the forrows of the cap- 
tive, the anxieties of the accufed, the fears of the 
guilty, and terrors of the condemned. Take a 
turn through jails, inquifitions, houfes of correétion, 
and places of execution. Proceed to the mournful 
rooms of the languifhing, and wearifome beds of 
the'fick; and let not the fear of feeing human woe 
in fome of its moft deplorable appearances pre- 
vent you frem vifiting hofpitals, infirmaries, and 
bedlams : 

A place 
Before your eyes appears, fad, noifom, dark, 
A lazar-houfe it feems, wherein are laid 
Numbers of all difeas’d : all maladies 
Of ghaftly {pafm, or racking torture, qualmes 
Of heart-fick agony, all feav’rous kinds, 
Convyuifions, 
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Coavulfions, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs, 
Inteftin ftone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs, 
Demoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy, 
And moon-flruck.madnefs, pining atrophy, 
Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence, 
Dropfies, and afthma’s, and joint-racking rheunis. 
Dire is the toffing!. Deep the groans! De/pazr 
Attends the fick bufieft from couch to ccuch: 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shakes; but delays to ftrike, tho’ oft invok’d, 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
MILTON. 


To clofe the horrible profpeét, view the ruins 
of cities and kingdoms, the calamities of wrecks 
and fieges, the horrors of fea-fights and fields of 
battle; with all the crimes, devaftations, and 
cruelties that accompany revenge, contention, 
and war; and you will be obliged to conclude 
gwith Job, that corrupt man zs bern to trouble as 
the /parks fly upward ; with David, that the earth 
ts full of darkne/s and cruel habitations; and 
with every impartial enquirer, that our depravi- 
Ay, and God’s juitice, concur to make this world 
a vale of tears, as well as a field of toil and {weat; 
a vait prifon for rebels already “ ty’d with the 
chain of their fins,” a boundlefs feaffold for their 
‘execution, a golgotha, an.aceldama, an immenfe 

_ field of torture and blood. 
_ Some will probably fay: “ This piflure of 
_ the world is drawn with black lines, but kinder 
F providence 
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‘providence blends light and fhade together, and 
tempers our calamities with numberlefs blef- 
fings.” I anfwer: It cannot be too thankfully 
acknowledged, that while patience fufpends the 
flroke of juftice, God for Chrift’s fake reftores 
us a thoufand forfeited bleffings, that his goodne/s 
may lead us to repentance. But alas! What 1s 
the confequence, where divine grace does not 
prove victorious over corrupt nature? To all our 
fins do we not add the crime of either enjoying 
the favours of providence with the greateft ingra- 
titude, or abufing them with the moft provok- 
ing infolence ? 

Our a€tions are far more expreffive of our real 
fentiments, than our words. Why this variety of 
exquifite food, fays the voluptuary whofe life 
loudly fpeaks what his lips dare not utter? Why — 
this abundance of delicious wines, but to tempt 
my unbridled appetite, and pleafe my luxurious 
palate ?—Would God have given foftnefs to 
filks, brightnefs to colours, and luftre to dia~ 
monds, fays the felf-applauding fmile of a 
foolifh virgin, who worfhips herfelf in a glafs? 
Would he have commanded the white of the lily 
thus to meet the blufh of the rofe, and heighten 
fo elegant a proportion of features, if he had 
" not defigned thai the united powers of art, drefs, 
and beauty, fhould make me fhare-his divine ho- 
nours >—-Why are we bleffed with dear children 
and amiable friends,‘ fays the ridiculous behavi- 
our of fond parents and raptured lovers, but that 

: A we 
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we fhould fufpend our happinefs on their ra-- 
vifhing fmiles, and place them as favourite idols 
in the fhrine of our hearts >—And why has hea- 
ven favoured me both with a ftrong conftitution,, 
and an affluent fortune, fays the rich flave of. 
brutifh lufts, but that I may drink deeper of 
earthly joys and fenfual delights ? 

Thus bleffings abufed or unimproved, become 
curfesin our hands: God’s indulgence encour- 
ages us to offend him: We have the fatal fkill of 
extracting poifon from the {weeteft flowers; and 
madly turn the gifts of Providence into weapons 
to attack our Benefaétor and deftroy ourfelves. 
That there are then fuch perverted gifts, does not 
prove that mankind are innocent, but that God’s 
patience endureth yet dazly, and a Saviour ever 
liveth to make interceffion for us. 

Should it be farther objeéted, that “ our plea- 
fures counter-balance our calamities :” I anfwer: 
The greateft part of mankind are fo oppreffed 
with want and cares, toil and ficknefs, that their 
intervals of eafe may rather be termed “ an alle- 
viation of mifery,” than “an enjoyment of 
happinefs.” Our pains are real and lafting, our 
joys imaginary and momentary. Could we exer- 
cife all our fenfes upon the moft pleafing obje&s, 
the tooth-ach renders all infipid and burdenfome ; 
and a fit of the gout alone damps every worldly 
joy, while all earthly delights together cannot 
give us eafe under it: So vaftly fuperior is the 

Fe bitternefs 
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bitternefs of one bodily pain, to the fweetnefs 
of all the pleafures of fenfe ! ae 

If objectors ftill urge, that “ fufferingsare need~ 
ful for our trial:” I reply, They are neceffary 
for our punifhment and correciion, but not for our 
trial. A good kmg can éry the loyalty of his 
fubjeéts, without putting them to the rack. Let’ 
Nero and Bonner ¢ry the innocent by all forts of 
tortures, but let not their barbarity be charged 
upon a God ftriétly juft, and infinitely good. 

However “ calamities prove a blefling to 
fome.”—And fo does tranfportation :-* But. who 
ever infer’d from thence’that reformed felons: 
were tranfported for the ¢ra/ of their virtue, and 
not for the punz/hment of their crimes ? I conclude’ 
therefore that our calamities and miferies demon- 
firate our corruption, as firongly as the punith- 
ments of the baftinado and pilory, appointed by 
an equitable judge, prove the guilt’ of thofe, 
on whom they are frequently and feverely in- 
fli€ted. ie . 


XL! ACR GU MENT? 


Would to God the multiply’d calamities of life, 
were a fufficient punifhment for our defperate 
wickednefs! But alas! they on'y make way for 
the pangs of death. Like traitors, or rather like 
wolves and vipers, to which the Son of God 
compares natural men, we are all dévoted to de- 
firu€tion. Yes, as we kill thofe mifchievous 

creatures, 
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creatures, fo God deftroys the finful fons of 
men, 

If the reader is offended, and denies the mor- 
tifying affertion, let him vifit with me the mourn- 
ful fpot where thoufands are daily executed, and 
where hundreds make this moment their dying 
{peech. I do not mean what fome call “ the 
the bed of honour,” a field of battle, but a com- 
mon death-bed. 

Obferving, as we go along, thofe black tro« 
phies of the king of terrors, thofe efcutcheons 
which prepofterous vanity fixes up in honour of 
the deceafed, when kind charity fhould hang 
them out as a warning to the living, let us repair 
to thofe mournful apartments, where weeping at- 
tendants fupport the dying, where {wooning 
friends embrace the dead, or whence diftratted 
relatives carry out the pale remains of all their, 
joy: 

Guided by their groans-and funeral lights, let 
aman. proceed to the dreary charnal-houfes and. 
calvaries, which we decently call vaults. and 
church-yards ; and without ftopping to look at 
the monuments of fome whom he remembers as 
vigorous as himfelf, and of others who were per- 
haps his partners in nightly revels, let us haften to 
fee the duft of his mouldered anceftors, and to 
_ read upon yonder coffins. the dear name of a, 
parent, a child, perhaps a wife, turned off from, 


his bofom into the gulph of eternity, . . 
ae AY If 
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If this fight does not convince him, I fhalf 
open one of the noifome repofitories, and fhew 
him the deep hollows of thofe eyes that darted. 
tender fenfation into his foul, and odious reptiles 
fattened upon the once charming, now ghaiftly 
face he doted upon.—But methinks he turns 
pale at the very propofal, and rather than be 
confronted with fuch witneffes, acknowledges 
he is condemn’d to die, with all his dear relatives 
ana the whole human race. 

Andis this the cafe ? Are we then under fen- 
tence of death? How awful is the confidera-. 
tion! Of all the things that nature dreads, is not. 
death the moft'terrible? And is. it net as the- 
greateft of temporal evils, appointed” by, humap 
and divine laws, for the punifhment of” capital’ 
offenders; whether they are nam’d felons and 
trailors, or more ventecly call’d men. and fnners?- 
Let matter of fa& decide.. 

Whilft earthly judges condémn- murdérers. 
and traifors to be hanged or beheaded, does not. 
the Fudge of all fentence finful mankind, either. 
to. pine away with, old: age, or be, wafted? witly. 
confumptions, burned’ with fevers, fcalded~ with. 
hot humors, eat up with cancers, putrify’d by. 
mortifications, fuffocated by afthmas and” quin- 
feys, poifoned by the cup’ of excefs, flabb’ d: 
_ with the knife of luxury, or rack’d’ to déath by 

diforders as loathfome, and accidents as” = alae 
as their, fins? | ’ 


Te 
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If you confider the circumftances of their ex- 
ecution, where is the material difference between 
the malefaétor and the finner? The jailor and 
the turn-key confine the one to his cell: The 
diforder and the phyfician confine the other to 
his bed. The one lives upon bread and: water > 
The other upon draughts and bolufes. The 
one can walk with his fetters: The other loaded 
with blifters can fearcely turn himfelf.. The one 
enjoys freedom from pain, and has the perfeét 
ufe of his fenfes: The other complains he is 
rack’d@ all over, and is frequently delirious. The 
executioner does his office upon thie one in a 
few minutes: But the phyfician and his medi- 
cines make the other linger for days, before he. 
can die out of his mifery. An honeft fheriff, and” 
conflables arm’d with ftaves, wait upon the one; 
while a greedy undertaker and his crew, with. 
Jike emblems.of authority, accompany the other :- 
And if it is any advantage to have a numerous, 
attendance, without comparifon the felon has the. 
greater train.. 

When the pangs of death are over, does not. 
the difference made between the corpfes confift 
more in appearance than reality ?’ The murderer: 
is diffe€ted in the furgeon’s hall gratis, and: the 
rich finner is embowel’d in his own apartment at. 
great expence. The robber expofed to open air, 
waftes away in hoops of iron; and the gentleman 
confin’d to a damp vault, moulders away in fheets 
oflead: And while the fowls of the air greedily 

prey. 
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prey upon the one, the vermin of the earth ea- 
gerly devour the other. ; 

And if you confider them as launching into 
the world of fpirits, is not the advantage in one 
refpeét on the malefa€tor’s fide? He is folemnly 
affured he muft die; and when the death-war- 
rant comes down, all about him bid him prepare, 
and make the beft of his fhort time: But the 
phyfician and chaplain, friends and attesdants, 
generally flatter the honourable finner to the laft: 
And what is the confequence ? He either fleeps 
on in fecurity, till death puts an end to all his 
delufive dreams; or if he has fome notion that 
he muft repent, for fear of difcompofing his. 
fpirits, he fill puts. it off till ¢o-morrow; and in 
the midft of his. delays God fays, Thou Fool, 
THIS NIGHT thy foul fhall be required of thee. 
What wonder is it then,. if when the converted: 
thief goes from the ignominious tree to para- 
dife, the impenitent rich man pafles from es. 
purple bed, into an awful eternity, and there //is: 
up hes eyes in unexpected. corments. ?: 

If thefe are truths too-obvious. to- be deny’d,. 
wilt thou, Sinner, as the thoughtlefs multitude, 
blunt their edge, by faying with amazing un- 
concern, “ Death is a debt we muft all pay to. 
nature?” Alas ! This.is granting: the point; for 
if all have contraéted fo dreadful a debt, all are- 
in a corrupt and loft eftate: Nor is this debt t to» 
be paid to Nature, but to Fufiice 5: otherwife 
dying would be as eafy as fleeping, or any o other: 

natural’ : 
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natural ation: But it is beyond expreffion ters 
rible to thee, from whofe foul the Redeemer 
has not extraéted fin, the monfler’s fling: And 
if thou doft not fee it now in the moft alarming 
light, it is becaufe either thou imagineft it at a 
great diftance, or the double veil of rafh pre~ 
fumption, and brutifh ftupidity is'yet upon thy 
hardened heart. 

Or wilt thou, as the poor Heathens, comfort 
thyfelf with the cruel thought that “ thou fhalté 
not die alone ?” Alas! Dying companions may 
increafe, but cannot take off the hcrror of dif- 
folution. Befides, tho’ we live in a crowd, we 
generally die alone: Each muft drink that bitter 
cup, aS ifhe was the only mortal in the unix 
yerle.*"* 

What muft we do then in thefe deplorable 
circimflances ? What ! But humble ourfelves 
in the duft, and bow low to the fcepter of divine 
juftice; confeffing that fince the righteous God 
has condemned us to certain death, and in ge- 
neral to a far more lingering and painful death, 
than murderers and traitors are made to un- 
dergo, we are certainly degenerate creatures and 
capital offenders, who ftand in abfolute need of 
an almighty Redeemer. 

Permit me now, candid reader, to make a fo- 
Jemn appeal to your reafon affifted by the fear of 
God. From all that has been advarced does it 
not appear, that man is no more the favoured, 


happy, and innocent creature he was, when he 
came 


U.go 


came out of the hands of his infinitely gracious 
Creator ? And is it not evident that, whether we 
confider him as. born into this difordered world, 
or dying out of it, or pafling from the womb to 
the grave, under a variety of calamitous circum- 
ftances, God’s providential dealings with him 
prove, that he is by nature in a corrupt and loft 
eftate ? 


A part, how fmall! of this terraqueous globe. 

Is tenanted by man, the reft a waite, 

Rocks, defarts, frozen feas, and burning fands, 

Wild haunts of monfters, poifons, ftings, anddeath. 

Such is earth’s melancholy map; but far 

More fad, this earth is a true map of man: 

So bounded are its haughty Lord’s delights 

To woe’s wide empire, where deep troubles tofs, 

Loud forrows howl, invenom’d paffions bite, 

Ravenous calamities our vitals feize, 

And threatning fate wide opens to devour. 
Younc, 
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E have hitherto confidered man as a mi- 

ferable inhabitant of a wretched world. 
We have feen him furrounded by multitudes of 
wants ; purfued by legions of diftreffes, maladies, 
and woes; arrefted by the king of terrors: caft 
into the grave ; and fhut up there, the loathfome 
prey of corruption and worms. | Let us now con- 
fider him as a moral agent; and by examining 
his difpolition, charaéter, and conduét, let us fee 
whether he is wifely punifhed, according to the 
fentence of impartial Juftice ; or wantonly tor- 
‘mented,. at the caprice of arbitrary Power. 

We eannot help acknowledging it is highly 
reafonable, firfl, that all intelligent creatures 
fhould love, reverence, and obey their Creator ; 
becaufe he is moft eminently their Father, their 
Matter, and their King: Secondly that they 
fhould aflift, fupport, and love each other, as 
fellow-fubjetis, fellow-fervants, and children of 
the fame aniverfal parent: And thirdly that they » 
fhould preferve their fouls and bodies in peace 
and purity ; by which means alone they can be 
happy in themfelves, profitable to man, and ac- 
ceptable to God, This is what we generally call 


natural religion, which is evidently founded up- 
- on 
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ren eternal reafon, the fitnefs of things, and the 
effential relation of perfons, 

The propriety of thefe fanétions is fo felf-evi- 
dent, that the Gentiles who have not the written 
law are alaw unto themfelves, and do (but alas! 
how feldom, and from what motives !) the things 
contained in the law, thus /hewing that the work, 
the {um and fubftance of the law, tho’ much blot- 
ted by the fall, zs ftill wrzttenin their heart. Nor 
will it be erafed thence in hell itfelf; for nothing 
but a fight of the equity of God’s. Jaw, can clear 
his vindictive juflice in the guilty breaft, give a 
f{corpion’s fling to the worm that gnaws the ftub- — 
born-offender, and arm his upbraiding con{ci- 
ence with a whip of biting ferpents. 

Since the moral law fo flrongly recommends 
itfelf to reafon, let us fee how univerfally it is 
obferved or broken: So fhall. matter of fa&t de- 
cide whether we are pure and upright, or pollut- 
ed and depraved. . 


XlL ARGUMENT 


Thofe who rejeét the fcriptures univerfally 
- agree that all have Jinned, and that in many things 
we offend all. Hence it appears that perfons of 
various conftitutions, ranks, and education; in 
all nations, religions, times, and places ; are 
born in fuch a ftate, and with fuch a nature, that 
they infallibly commit’ many fins in Stat word, 
or deed, 
But 
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But ove tranfgreflion would, be fufficient to 
render them obnoxious to God’s difpleafure, and 
bring them under the fearful curfe of his broken 
Law: For, even according to the ftatutes of this 
realm, a man who oace robs a traveller of a {mall 
fum of money, forfeits his life; as well as the 
bloody highwayman, ‘who for years barbaroufly 
murders all thofe whom he ftops, and accumu. 
lates immenfe wealth by his repeated barbari- 
ties. 

he reafon is obvious: Both incur the penal. 
ty of the law which forbids robbery ; for both e¢f- 
fe&tually break it, though one does. it oftener, 
and with far more aggravating circumftances 
than the other. So fure then as one robbery de- 
ferves the gallows, one fin deferyes death; for 
The foul that finneth, fays God’s law, and not the 
foul that committeth fo many fins, of fuch,or 
fuch an heinoufnels, i /hall die. Hence it is, 
that the firft fin of the fir man» was punifhed 
with death, and ten thoufand other evils. The 
jaflice of this fanGion will appear in a fatisfac- 
tory light, if we confider the following  re- 
marks. 
1. In our prefent Delle ftlate we are fuch 
_ Mlrangers to God’s glory, and the fpirituality. of 
his Law, and fo ufed io drind the deadly poifon of 
iniquity like water, that we have no idea of the 
horror, which fhould feize upon us after a breach 
of the divine Law. Weare therefore as unfit 
~ udges of the atrocioufnefs of fin, as lawlefs, 
G 


) harden’d 
. ie. 


* 
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harden’d affaffins, who fhed human’ blood like 


water, are of the heinoufnef{s of murder. 

2. As every wilful fin arifes from a difregard 
of that fovereign authority, which is equally 
ftamped upon all the commandments, it hath in 
it the principle and nature of all poffible ini- 
quity, that is, the difregard and contempt of the 
Almighty. 

3. There is no merit before God, in the long- 
eft and moft exaét courfe of obedience, but in- 
finite demerit in one, even the leaft aét of wil- 
ful difobedience. JVhen we have done‘all thatis 
commanded us we are fill, unprofitable Jervants ; 
for the felf-fufficient God has no more need of 
us, than a mighty monarch of the vileft infeéts 
that creep in the duit beneath his feet: And our 
beft ‘aétions deferve abfolutely nothing from our 
Creator and Preferver, becaufe we owe him all 
we have, and are, and can poflibly do, But if 
we tranfgrefs in one point, we ruin all our obedi- 
ence, ‘and expofe ourfelves to the juft penalty 
of his brokenlaw. The deigyess as may 
illuftrate this obfervation. 

If a rich man gives a thoufand meals to an in- 
digent neighbour, he a€ts only asa man, does 
his duty’; ‘dnd the judge allows him no reward. 
But if he gives him only one dofe of poifon, he 
aéts as ‘a murderer, avd muft die a fhameful 
death: So greatly does one aét of fin outweigh a 
thoufand a€ts of obedience! How exceedingly 


abfurd then is the common’ ‘notion,. that our. 


good 
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good works counter-balance our bad ones !|. Add 
to this, that 

. 4« Guilt neceffarily. rifes in proportion to the 
hafenefs of the offender, the greatnefs of the fa- 
yours confered upon him, and the dignity of the 
perfon offended. An infulting behaviour to a 
Servant is a fault, to a Magifirate it isa crime, to 
a King it istreafon. And what is wilful fin, but 
an injury offered by an impotent rebel, to the 
_ infinitely powerful Law-giver of the univerfe, to 
the kindeft of Benefattors, the gracious Creator 
and Preferver of, men—An infult given to the 
fupreme Majefty of heaven and earth, in whofe 
glorious spas fence the dignity of the greateft Po- 
terniaics and Archangels as truly difappears,,as the 
{plencdor of the ftarsin the blaze of the meridian 
‘fun? ‘Sin therefore flying in the face of fuch a 
Law-piver, Benefactor, and Monarch, has in it 
a kind of infinite demerit from its infinite Ob- 
je& ; and rebellious, ungrateful, wretched man, 
who commits it athoufand times with a thoufand 
aggravations, may, in tle nervous language of 
our Church, be faid in fome fenfe to deferve a 


ie e8 hells if there were fo many. 
XIII. ARGUMENT. 


Our natural depravity manifefts itfelf by con- 
flant omiffions of duty, as much as by flagrant 
commiffions of fin, and perhaps much more. 
Take one inftance out of many that might be 

Ge produced. 
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produced. Conftant difplays of preferving good 
nefs, and prefents undefervedly and uninterrupted 
ly beftowed upon us, déeferve a perpetnal tribute 
of heart-felt gratitude: God demands it in his’ 
Jaw; and confcience.-his agent in our fouls, _ 
declares it ought in jultice to be payed. 

But where fhall we find a Deift properly cons 
{cious of what he owes the fupreme Being, for 
his “ creation, prefervation, and all the bleffings 
of this life 2” And where, a Chriftian duly fen- 
- fible of “ God’s ineflimable love inthe redemp- 
tion of the world by our Lord Jefus-Chrift ?” 
A due fenfe of his ever-multiplied mercies, would 
fill our fouls with never-ceafing wonder, and 
make our lips overflow with rapturous praife. 
The poets. Janguage would fuit our grateful 
fenfations, and without exaggeration paint the 
juft ardor of our tranfports. 


Bound ev’ry beart, and ev’ry bofom burn. 
Praife, flow for ever (if aftonifhment 

_ Will give thee leave) my praife, for ever flow: 
_. Praife ardent, cordial, conftant, &c. 


Is not any thing fhort of this thankful frame of 
mind a fin of omiflion, a degree of ingratitude, 
of which all are naturally guilty ; and for which, 
it is to be feared the beft owe ten thoufand-tdlents 
both to divine goodnefs and juftice ? — 

Throw only a few. bones to a dog, and you 
win him: He follows you: Your word becomes 

his | 
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his law : Upon the firft motion of your hand he 
flies through land and water to execute your com- 
mands: Obedience is his delight, and your pre- ” 
fence his paradife: He convinces you of it by all 


the demonttrations of joy which he is capable of 


giving: And if he unhappily lofes fight of you, 
he exerts all his fagacity to trace your footfteps ; 
nor will he reft till he finds his benefaftor again. 
Shall a brute be fo thankful to a man for fome 
offals, while man himfelf is fo full of ingratitude 
to God who created him, preferves his life from 
deftru€tion, and hourly.crowns him with mercies 


~and loving kindnefs! How fhould fhame: cover 


our guilty face! Surely if the royal prophet could 
fay he wasas a beaft before God, may we not 
well confefs that, in. point of gratitude, we are 


~ worfe than the dulleft and moft ftupid part of the 
. brute creation? For evep The ox, fays the Lord, 


hknoweth his owner, and the afs his mafter’s crib; 


~ but Ifrael doth not know me, my people doth. not: 


confider my daily favours. And if the very hea- 


~ thens affirmed that t ¢o calla man ungrateful to 


an human benefactor, was to /ay of him all pajfible 


- evil in one word, how can.we exprefs the bafenefs - 
* and depravity of mankind, who are -univerfally 


» fo ungrateful, to. fo bounteous a benefattor as-. 


- God himfelf? 


Gg XIV.. 
+ Togratum fi-dixeris omnia dicise Furs - 
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XIV. ARGUMENT 


But thongh we feem made of cold inattention 
when the fight of divine mercies fhould kin- 
die our heart into gratitude and praife; we foon 
get out of this languid frame of mind: For in the 
purfuit of fenfual gratifications we are all a@tivity 
and warmth; we feem an ardent compound of 
life and fire. 

What can be the reafon of this amazing dif- 
ference ?. What but rebellious fenfe, and wanton 
appetite raifed at the fight or idea of fome for- 
bidden obje&t? The bait of pleafure appears, 
corrupt nature fummons all her powers, every 
nerve of expe@ation is flreiched, every pulfe of 
defire beats high ; the blood is in a general fer- 
ment, the fpirits are in an univerfal hurry 5 
and though the-hook of a fatal confequence is 
often apparent, the alluring bait mufl be. {wallow- 
ed. The fear of God; that moit. ineflimable 
of all treafures, is already gone; and if the fin- 
ful gratification cannot be enjoyed upon any 
other term, a good reputation fhall go alfo. 
Reafon indeed makes remonflrances; but the 
loud clamours of flefh and blood foon drown her 
foft whifpers. The carnal mind fleps imperiouf- 
ly uponthe throne: Senfe that” conquers, the 


greatcft conquerors bears'down all oppofition: » 


- The yielding man is led captive by a brutifh luft; 


a 
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and while angels blufh, there is joy in hell over 
the compleat degradation of an heaven-born fpirit. 

Some indeed affirm that thefe confli€ts fuita flate 
of probationand trial. But it is evident, that either 
our temptations are too violent for our ftrength, 
or our ftrength too weak for our temptations ; 
fince, notwithftanding the additional help of di- 
Vine grace, there never was a mere mortal over 
’ whom they never triumphed. 

Nor can we exculpate ourfelves by-pleading, 
that thefe triumphs of fenfe over reafon are nei- 
ther long nor frequent. Alas ! How many per- 
petrate an aét of wickednefs in a moment, and 
fuffer death itfelf forsa crime which they never 
repeated ! 

See that chryftal veffel. Its brightnefs and 
brittlenefs reprefent the fhining and delicate na- 
ture of true virtue. IfJ let it fall and break it,. 
what avails it tofay, “I never broke it beforé.— 
I dropped st but once—I am exceflively forry for 
my careleffnefs—I will fet the pieces together, 
and never break it again: Will thefe excufes 
and refolutions prevent the veffel from being 
broken—broken for ever? The reader may eafi- 
jy make the application. 

Even heathen moralifts, by their bisthost ace 
eount of the companions of Ulyffes turned into 
fwine, upon drinking once of Circe’s enchanted 

cups teach us that one fall into fenfuality turns a 
"man into a bee juit ‘as one flip into unchalli- 
ty 
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ty or difhonefty, changes_a modeft woman ‘into 


a.ftrumpet, or an honeft man into a° thief. 
Again, 

Ought not reafon to have as abfolute a com- 
mand over appetite, as a fkilful rider has over a 
well-broken horfe? But fuppofe we faw all horfe- 
men univerfally maftered one time or another 
' by their beafts; and forced, tho’ but for a few 
minutes, to receive the bit, and go or flop at the 
pleafure of the wanton brutes: Should we not 
wonder, and juftly infer that man had loft the 
kind of fuperiority which he {till marntains over 
domeftic animals ? And. what then but the com- 
‘ monnefs of the cafe, can: prevent our. being 
fhocked, when we fee rational creatures over- 
come and led captive by carnal appetites? Is not 
this the wonton, rebellious beaft mounting upon, 
his vanquifhed, daftardly rider ? 

We may then:conclude,. that the univerfal .re- 
bellion of our lower, facultiesagainft our fupe- 
rior powers, and the triumphs of fenfe over rea- 
fon demonftrate that human nature has fuffer’d as. 
fatal’a revolution, as thefe kingdoms did, when a 
degraded king was feen bleeding on the {eaffold, 
and a bafeufurper lording it in the feat of majetty. 


XV. ARGUMENT. 


Happy would it be forus, -ifour fal saute 
ed itfelf only by fome tranfient ad es of 
fenfe over reafon, But alas! the donee of. 

- the- 


ra 
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the beft demonftrates the truth of Ifaiah’s words, 
The whole head is fick. 

To fay nothing of the grofs flupidity, and un 
conquerable ignorance, that keep the generality 
of mankind juft above the level of brutes; how 
flrong, how clear is the underftanding of men of 
fenfe in worldly affairs! How weak, how dark 
in fpiritual things ! How few idiots are there but 
can diftinguith between the fhadow and the fub- 
flance, the cup and the liquor, the drefs and the 
perfon! But how many learned men to this day 
fee no difference between water-baptifm and {pi- 
ritual regeneration, between the means of grace 
and grace itfelf, between the form and the power 
of godline/s ? At our devotions, is not our mind 
generally like the roving butterfly; and at our 
amufements and lucrative bufinefs, like the faf- 
tening leach ? Can it not fix itfelf on any thing 
fooner than the one thing needful; and find out 
any way before that of peace and falvation ? 

What can be more extravagant than our zma- 
gination ? How often have we caught this wild 
power, forming and purfuing phantoms, build- 
ing and pulling down caftles in the air! How 
frequently hath it raifed us into proud conceits, 
and then funk us into gloomy apprehenfions! 
And where is the man that it never led into fuch 
mental fcenes of vanity and lewdnefs, as would 
have made him the objeé of univerfal contempt, 
if the vail of a grave and modeft countenance had 


not happily concealed him from public notice ? 
gem And 
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And has our Memory efcaped unimpaired by 
the fall? Alas! let us only confider, how ea- 
fily we forget the favours of our Creator, and 
recolleét the injuries of our fellow-creatures ; 
how little we retain of a good book or pious dif- 
courfe, and how much of a play or frivolous con- 
verfation: and how exaéily we remember an 
invitation toa party of pleafure, whilft the loud- 
eft calls to turn to God, and prepare for death, 
are no fooner heard than forgotten —Let us, I 
fay, confider thefe things, and we fhall be fore- 
ed to confefs, that this ufeful power lofes like a 
fieve the living water of truth, drinks in like a 
fpunge the muddy ftreams of vanity, and is never 
fo retentive, as when it is exciied by revenge, or 
fome other deteftable temper. 

«A wretch that is condemned to die to-mor- 
row cannot forget it, fays Baxter; yet poor fin- 
ners, who are uncertain to live an hour, and 
certain fpeedily to fee the Majefty of the Lord to 
their inconceivable joy or terror, can forget thefe 
things for which they have their memory; and 
which, one would think, fhould drown the mat- 
ters of this world, as the report of a canon does 
a whifper, or as the fun obfcures the pooreft 
glow-worm. O wonderful ftupidity of an unre- 
generate foul! O. aftomfhing diftrattion of the 
ungodly !. That ever'men can forget eternal joy, 
eternal woe, the eternal God, and the place of 
their unchangeable abode; when they flandseven, 
at the door, and there is but the thin yail of flefh” 

between 
‘ ' 
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between them and that amazing fight, that eter. 
nal gulph, into which thoufands are daily plung- 
ing!” \ 

Nor does our +t Reafon make us amends for 
the defe@s of our other faculties. Its beams, it 
is true, wonderfully guide fome perfons thro’ the 
circle of fciences, and the mazes of commerical 
or political affairs. But when it fhould lead us 
in the fearch of the truth which 2s after godtine/s, 
unlefs it is affifted from above, how are its faint 
rays obftruéted by the grofs medium of fleth and 
blood, broken by that of paflion, and fometimes 
Joft in that of prejudice! Wile fons of reafon, 
Jearned Philofophers, your 288 opinions concerns 
ing the chief good, are a multiply’d proof of my 
fad affertion: A!! mifs the mark: Not one of 
them makes the fupreme felicity to confift in the 

' Knowledge and enjoyment of God, the amiable 
and adorable Parent of all good. 

True reafon, alas! is as true piety. The poor 
thing which in fpiritual matters, the world calls 
Reafon, is only the ape of that noble faculty. 
How partial, how unrcafonable { is this falfe pre- 

tender! 


+ By Reafon I mean that power by which we pafs judgment 
_ upon, and draw inferences from, what the Under/anding has fimp= 
Jy apprehended. / 
t Our eatth’s the bedlam of the univerfe, 
Where reafon (undifeas’d in heaven) runs mad, 
And wurfes folly’s children as her own, : 
Fond of the foulet. Younes, 


s 
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xender! If it does not altogether overlook the 
awful realities of the invifible world, which is 
too frequently the cafe, how buy is it to reafon 
away faith, and raife objections againft the moft 


‘evident truths, } even that I now contend for? 
And 


’ 


} A late publication in vindication of Pelagianifm appears to me 
no {mall inftance of this. The Rev. Author takes his eflimate ofhux 
man nature not from uniyerfal experience, but his indulged imagi- 
nation; not from St. Paul the chief of the apoftles, but from Dr. Tay 
__ tor, to whom he acknowledses his obligations for feveral of the beft paffages in 

his fermon.  Pafling over the expohition of his text, where he odd- 
ly {uppofes that our Lord meant, by the drawings of God, the na- 
tural powers of man; which is as reafonable as to fuppofe that 
when he faid, Wethout mz you can do nothing, he meant that me 
fhould fignify ourfélves : Paffing this over, 1 fhall juft point 
out his capital muitake. . He tells us that Ail our faculties and powers 
Are good and beautiful in their order, (that they were fo before the 
“fall is fully granted) and tend naturally to the. happinefs both of the indi» 
. widualand the filem: And headds, that How. weak foeter and imper= 
feel our intellectual faculties may be, yet to fpeak reproachfully of them in 
general is a fpectes -of blafphemy againft our Creator, If to expote’ the 
j prefent wraknefs of our rational faculties, and fhew how greatly 
» they are difordered and impaired by the fall, is what this Divine 
calls peaking reproachjully of them, have not the beft men, been 
-found guilty of this pretended blafphemy ? How far the ‘Apofiles 
and Reformers carried it, may be feen in the firft part ‘of this trea- 
tife. “How he can clear himfelf of it, as a fubferiber to the oth, 
aoth, and g5th Articles of our Church, I cannotfee: And by what 
means he will juflify his conduét to the ‘world, in “receiving 
hundreds a year to maintain the doétrine of the ‘of Eng- 
land, while he publickly expofes it a8 a fpecies ‘of blafphemy, ‘is fill 
a greater myftery. Far from fecing that all the faculties andl powers 


by which this is done are good and beautiful, I ¢ ani 10 i hel» thinking 
fome of them are materially defeétive; and that tho” fuck 1a con- 
duét may very much tend to the emolument of the tndividaal ees has — 


little tendency to the happinefs of the Jifem. For yp 
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And when right Reafon has been worfted by 
fenfe, how ready is the impoftor to plead again 
the faculty which it perfonates! How fkilful in 
cloaking bad habits under the genteel name of 
** human foibles!” And how ingenious, in de- 
fending the moft irrational and dangerous me- 
thods of lofing time, as “ innocent fports and 

harmlefs diverfions !” 
Thefe obfervations, which muft appear felf- 
evident to all who know the world or themfelves, 
H in- 


fauverois les apparences, or (to fpeak with the bluntnefs of an 
Englifhman) I would at leaft take care, not openly to impugn 
my own, left Taylor himfelf fhould fay, Non defenforibus iftis, &c- 
But dropping this point, I appeal to common fenfe: Who 
is moft guilty of ba/phemy againft our Creator ; he that {ays God made 
mian both holy and happy, affirming that the prefent weaknefs of 
our rational powers is entirely Owing to the original apoftacy of 
mankind :. Or he who intimates, that the gracious Author of our 
being formed oar intelletual faculties weak and imperfeé es they 
now are? If it is not the latter, my underftanding is ftrangcly d~ 
fedtive. In vain does this learned Divine tell us, that #e'can- 
dlevof the Lord which was lighted up in man at firft, when the infpiration 
of the Almzhty gave him underflanding, was not extinguifhed by the ori- 
ginal apoflacy, but has heft burning ever fince, and that the divine flame 
has catched from father to fon, and has been propagated quite down to the 
prefent generation: If itis rcafonableto charge with a fpecies of bla/- 
phemythofe who reverence their Creator too much, to father our pre« 
fent ftate of imperfeétion upon him, I muft confefs my reafon 
fails: I have outlived the divine flame for one, or it never catched 
from my father to me.—~A fear leit fome well-meaning perfon 
fhould miftake the taper of Pelagius,, or the lamp of Taylor, for 
the candle of the Lord, and follow it in the deftruétive paths of error, 
extorts this note from my pen. See tue objeétions that follow the 
xslt eapenghy) 
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inconteftably prove the degeneracy of all our Tax 


tional powers, and confequently the univerfality 
of our natural. CORMIP LION, 


~ 


XVL ARGUMENT. 


When the whole head is fick, is not the whole 
heart faint ? Can our Will, Confeience and Af- 
feétions run parallel to the line of duty ; when 


our Underflanding, Imagination, Memory, and, 


Reafon are thus warped from original rectitude ? 
’ Impoffible! Experience, thou belt of judges, I 
appeal to thee. Ereét thy fair tribunal in the 
Reader’s breaft, and bear teflimony to the truth 
of the following affertions, 

Our ¥2//, in.general,, is full of obitinacy : We 
muit have our own way right or wrong. ‘Tis 
pregnant with inconfteriéy: We are paffionately 
fond of a thing one day, and tir’d of it the next: 
We form good refolutions in the morning, and 
break them before night. “Tis impotent: When 
we fee what is right, inftead of doing it with all 
our might, we frequently remain as inaétive as 
if we were bound by inviftble chains; and-we 
wonder by what charm the wheels of duty thus 
ftop againfl our apparent inclination, till we dif- 
cover that the {pring of our will is broken, or 
works the wrong way. | Yes, it is not only un- 
able to follow the good that the underflanding 
approves, but full.of perverfenefs to | 
evil that reafon difapproves: We 


rfue the 
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do, contrary to our defign, thofe things. which 


breed remorfe and wound confcience; and fooner 
or later we may all fay with the heathen Poet; 


Video meliora probo que, 
Deteriora fequor. |. See Rom. vii. 15.- 


__ Nor is Confccence itfelf untainted. Alas! how 
flow is it to reprove in fome cafes! In others, how 
apt not to do it at all! In one perfon, it is eafy 
under mountains of guilt; and in another, it is 
unreafonably fcrupulous about mere tfifles : It 
either frains out a gnat, or fuallows a camel: 
When it is alarm’d, in fome it fhews itfelf ready 
to be made eafy by every wrong method ; In 
others, it obftinately refufes to be pacified by the 
right... To-day, you may with propriety, compare 
it toadumb dog that does not bark at a thief; 
and to-morrow, to a {narling cur that flies indif- 
ferently at a friend, a foe, or a fhadow, and then 
madly turns upon himfelf, and tears his own 
fleth.. . 
woh Ut Confcience, the beft power of the uncon- 
verted man, is fo corrupt, Good God! what are 
his Afedtions ? Almoft perpetually deficient: in 
fome, and exceflive in others, when do they at- — 
tain to, or flop at, the line of moderation? Who 
_can tell how oft he has been the fport of theirir- 
regularity and violence ? One hour we aye. hur- 
ried into rafhnelfs by their impetuofity ; the next, 
_weare bound in floth by their inaétivity. Some- 
“3 . Hao times 
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times every blat of foolith hope or ill-grounded 
fear, every gale of bafe defire or unreafonable 
averfion, every wave of idolatrous love or finful 
hatred, every furge of mifplaced admiration or 
groundlefs horror, every billow of noify joy or 
undue forrow, toffes, raifes, or finks our foul ; 
as a fhip in a florm, which has neither rudder 
nor ballaft. At other times, we are totally be- 
calmed, all our fails are furled, not one breath of 
devout or humane affection flirs in our ftoical, fro- 
zen breaft; and we remain ftupidly infentible, 
till the fpark of temptation, dropping updn the 
combuftible matter in our heart, blows us up 
again into loud paffion: And then, how dread- 
ful and ridiculous together is the new explo- 
fion ! : 

If experience pronounces that thefe refleétions 
are juft, the point is gained. Our whole heart ts 
faint through the unaccountable diforders of our 
will, the lethargy or boifterous fits of our con/éi- 
ence, and the {wooning or high fever of our affec- 
tions: And we may without hy pocrify join in our 
daily confeffion, and fay, There 1s no health 
an US. 


XVIL ARGUMENT. 


The danger of thefe complicated maladies of 
our fouls evidences itfelf by the moft fatal of all 
fymptoms, our manifeft alienation from God. 
Yes, fhocking as the confeffion is, we muft make 

it, 
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it, if truth has any dominion in our breaft: Un- » 
renewed man loves’ ‘not his God. ‘That eternal 
Beauty for whofe contemplation, that fupreme 
Good for whofe enjoyment he was created, is 
generally forgotten, defpifed, or hated. If the 
thought of his holy Majetfly prefents itfelf, he 


_ looks upon it as an intruder: It lays him under 


as difagreeable a reftraint, as that which the pre- 
fence of a grave, pious mafler puts upon a wan- 
ton, idle fervant: Nor can he quietly purfue his 
4inful courfes, till he has drove away the trouble- 


, fomelidea or imaginéd with the epicure a care- 


lefs God, who wants refolution to call him to an 
atcount, and. juftice to punifh him for his ini- 


oquity. 


Does any one offer an indignity to his favourite 
friend, or only fpeak contemptibly of the object 


of his efteem, he feels as if he was the perfon in- 


faulted,» and ‘reddening with indignation direétly 
efpoufes his caufe : But every body, the meaneft 


-of his-attendants' not excepted, may with impu- 


nity infult the King of kings in his prefence, and 
take | the» moft»prophane liberties with his name 


and word; his*laws and minifters: He hears the: 


wild blafphemy, and regards it not; he fees the 


horrid outrage, and refents it not; and yet, amaz~ 


ing infatuation ! he pretends to love God. 

If he has an appointment with the perfon whom 
he adores as a Deity, bis fpirits are clevated, ex 
peétation and joy flatter imhis dilated breaft: He 
Pr Star ereaea te the pleafing : interview, or im~ 


1: _ patiently. 
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patiently chides the flowly-flowing minutes: His 
feelings are inexpreffible.’ Bit if he waits upon 
God in his temple, which he ‘too often omits 
upon the moft frivolous pretences, it is rather 
out of form and decency, than devotion and love; 
rather with indifference or relu€@tance, than with 
delight and tranfport. “And when he is prefent 
there, how abfent are his thoughts! How roving 
his eyes! How ‘trifling, fupine, irreverent * his 
whole behaviour! He would be afhamed to 
fpeak to the meaneft of his fervants, with as lit- 
tle attention as he fometimes prays to ae ‘Majeity 
of heaven. 

Suppofe he fil] retains a fenfe of neers de- 
cency, while the Church goes through her folemn 
offices; yet how heavy are his fpirits! How heart- 
lefs his confeflions! How cold his prayers! The 
Bleffing comes at laft, and he is bleffed indeed— 
not with’ the grace of our Lord Jefus' Chrift, and 
the fellowfhep of the Holy Ghoft, for that he gladly 
leaves to “ poor enthufiafts,” but with a releafe 
from his confinement and tedious work. And 
now that he has “done his duty, and ferved 


God,” he haftes away to the price) that fuits 
his tafte. 


See 


* Men homsge paytomeny © 
Thonghtlefs beneath whofe dreadful eye they Rin 
In motual awe profound, of clay to clay, ~ 
OF guilt to guilt, and turn their backs on Thee,» 
Great Sire! whom thrones celeftial cealclefings, 
‘To proftrate angels'an amazing feene + Yag. 
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See him there. Do not his very looks declare 
he is in his own'element? With what eagernefs . 
of fpirit, energy of gefture, and volubility of 
tongue, does he talk over his laft entertainment, 
chafe, or bargain? Does not the oil of chearful- 
nefs make all his motions as free and eafy, as if 

weight and fri€tion had no place at all in his light 
and airy frame ? 

_ Love of God, thou fweeteft, ftrongeft of all 
powers, did{t thou ever thus metamorphole his 
foul, and impart fuch a fprightly aétivity to. his 
body? And you that converfe moft familiarly 
with him, Did you ever hear him fay? Come, 
and I will tell youu what the Lord has done for my 
Soul: Tafte, and fee how good the Lord is.—No, 
never; for out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth /peaketh : Nor can it be expeéted that God 
who hath no place in his joyous reflexions, 
. fhould have one in his chearful converfation. 
On the contrary, it will be matter of furprize to 
thofe who introduce the delightful fubjeét of the 
love of God, if he does not wave it as dull, and 
melancholy. 

But as he wil! give you to seieaiiied “he is 
no hypocrite, and therefore confines devotion 
to his clofet,” follow bim there—Alas! he f{carce 
ever bends the knee to Him that /ees in fecret: Or 
ifhe fays his prayers as regularly as he winds his 
watch, it is much in the fame fpirit : For fuppofe 
he does not hurry them over, or cut them as fhort 
as poflible; yet the nevelelh formal manner in 

: which 
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which he offers them up, indicates as plainly as his 
public. condudt, the averfion lurking-im his heart 
againit God; And yet he fancies he loves Him >> 
With a. fneer that indicates felf-applaufey-and a 
pharifaic contempt -of others; “| Away with»all 
your feelings and raptures, fays he, Thesezs the 
love of God that we keep his commandments... But 
alas ! which of them does he keep? Certainly not’ 
the firt—for the Lord is not the fupreme objet’ 
of -his hopes and fears, his confidence and joy: 
Nor yet the laft—for difcontent, and wrong de- 
fires are ftill indulged in his felfith and worldly 
heart. How unfortunate therefore is his appeal 
to the commandments, by which his fecret enmity, 
to the law, government, and nature: of God is» 
brouglit to the cleareft light! 


XVI AVR GU NEEIN TS * 


But as the heart-felt love of Godvis fuppofed to 
be downright enthufiafm by fome imoralifis, who, - 
dathing'in pieces the firft tableof thedaw againft® 
the fecond, pretend that all our duty.to-God con-» 
fifts in the love of our neighbour;«let'us examine: 
the natural) man’s» charity; and fee whether he 
bears more love to his i ae than to - 
his Creator. bau east d 

Nothing can be more erroneous shells 
ons of charity. He confounds it with” the bare 
giving of alms; not confidering that it "is poffible: 
todo this kind of good; from the moft felfith and” 

uasharitable~ 
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uncharitable motives. Therefore, when the fear 
ofbeing accounted covetous, the defire of pafling 
for generous, the vanity of feeing his name ina 
lift of noble fubfcribers, the fhame ofbeing outdone 
by his equals, the teazing importunity of an obfti- 
nate beggar, the addrefs of a Solicitor whom he 
would blufh to deny, or the pharifaic notion of 
making amends for his fins and purchafing hea- 
ven.— When any, I fay, of thefe finifler motives 
fets him upon affifting induftrious poverty, reliev- 
ing friendlefs old age, or fupporting infirm and 
routilated indigence, he fancies he gives an indus 
bitable proof of his charity. 

Sometimes too he affixes to that word the idea 
ofa fond hope, that every body is going to hea» 
ven: For if you intimate, that the rich volup- 
tuary is not with Lazarus in Abraham’s bofom, 
and that the foolith virgins are not promifcuoufly 
admitted to glory with the wife, he wonders at 
* your uncharitablenefs,” and thanks God “ he 
never erientained fuch unchrifttan thoughts of 

his neighbours.’ 

_ || Heconfiders not, that Charity is the fair off- 
Seine of the love of God, to which he is yet 
fuch a ftranger ; and that it confifts in an univer- 
fal, difinterefted benevolence to all mankind, 
our worft enemies not excepted: A benevolence 
that fweetly evidences itfelf by bearing with pa- 
~ tience the evil which they do to us, and kindly 
doing them all the good we poflibly can, Sh 
wit 


me “4 
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with refpeé& to, their foul and body, their propertyr 
and re put tation, 

_ I’ this is a juft definition of charity, the natural 
man has not even the outfide of it.» To»prove it, 
T might appeal to his impatience and ill-humour,. 
his unkind words and cutting ralleries*(for'I fup- 
pole him toe moral ever to’ flander or curfe any 
one :) might mention his fupercilious behaviour 
to fome, who are entitled to his affability as men, 
countrymen, and neighbours: I might expatiate 
_ On his readinefs to exculpate, enrich, or aggran= 
dize himfelf at the rene of others, wherever: 
he can do it without expofing himfelf. 

But, waving all thiefe particulars, I afk: Whom 
does he truly love? You’ anfwer: “ Doubtlefs: 
the perfon to whom he makes daily proteftations- 
of the warmeft regard.”—But how does he prove’ 
this regard ? Why, perhaps by the moft artful 
infinuations, and dangerous attempts: to rob her 
ofher virtue. Perhaps he has alfeady gained his 
end.—Unhappy Magdalen! How much better 
would it have been for thee, to have fallen into 
the hands of an’ highway-man? ‘Thow would 
only havé loft thy money, bnt now thou’ art de- 
fpoiled of the honour of thy fex, and the peace” 
of thy mind: Thou art rebbed at once of virgin 
innocence, a fair reputation, and poffibly an 
healthy conftitution. If this: is» a fpecimen 
of the natural man’s ie what 7 be. his. 
hatred. i? Loa othe She aR ype’ 


/ 
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But I happily miftake ; “ He is no libertine, 
the has.a virtuous wife and amiable children, and 
he loyes them, fay you, with the tendereft affec-. 
dion.” I reply, that thefe relations being am- 
mortal fpirits, confined for.a few years in a tene- 
ment of clay, and continually on the remove for 
eternity, his laudable regard for their fra! bodies 
.and proper care of their temporal profperity, are 
not a fufficient proof that he loves them in a 
right manner. . For ,even according to + wife, 
Heathens, our /oul is our better part, our true 


, felf- And what tender concern -doesthe un- 


renewed man feel for the foul of his bofom 
friend ? Does-be regard it more than the body 
of his groom, or the life of his horfe? Does he 
with any degree of importunity carry it daily: in 
the arms of love and prayer, to the throne of 
grace for life and falvation? Does he by good 
4nflruétions, and a virtuous example, excite his 
«hildren to fecure an eternal inheritance? And 
as he at leaft.as defirous to fee them wife and 
pious ;as nich, -handfome, and great? Alas! I 
fear itis juft.the reverfe.. He is probably the 
fir to poifontheir tender minds, with fome of 
the dangerous maxims which vanity and ambition» 
have inyented; And, fuppofe he has a favourite 
dog, itis well if he isnot, more anxious. for the 
prefervation of that one, domeftic animal, than 


for the falvation of all their fouls. % 
-+Nos non corpora fumus : Corpus quidem vas eftaut aliquod 


ae Cic. Tufe. Queit. Lib. 1. 
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Ifthefe obfervations are founded upon matter 
of faét, as daily experience demonttrates ; I 
appeal to common fenfe: Can the natural 
man, with all his fondnefs, be faid to have a 
true love even for his neareft relatives? And is 
not the regard that he manifefts for their bodies, 
more like the common inftin& by which doves 
cleave to their mates, and fwallows provide for 
their young, than like the generous affection 
which a rational creature ought to bear to im- 
mortal SPIRITS, on probation either for hell, or 
heaven. 


. 
‘ 


XIX. ARGUMENT. 


Nor is it furprizing, that the unrenewed man 
fhould be devoid of all true love to his neareft 
relations ; for he is fo compleatly fallen that he 
bears no true love even to himfelf. Let us 
over look thofe who’ cut their throats, fhoot, 
drown, orhangthemfelves. Let us take no no- 
tice of thofe who facrifice a year’s health for a 
night’s revel; who enflame their blood into fe- 
vers, or derive putrefaction into their bones, for 
the momentary gratification of a fhameful appe~ 
tite; and are fo hot in the purfuit ofa bafe plea- 
fure, that they ser after it even into the jaws of 
an untimely grave: Let usy I fay, pafs by thofe’ 
innumerable, u ULE Y viGtims of intemperance, 
and debauchery, who fquander their money up- 
on panders and harlots, and have as little regard 

for 
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or their health, as for their fortune and reputati- 
on; and let us confider the cafe of thofe good- 
natured decent perfons, who. profefs to have a 
real value for both. : 

Upon the principle laid down in the laf ar- 
gument, may I not afk, What love have. thefe 
for their immortal part, their true felf? What 
‘do they do for their fouls ?. Or rather what do 
‘they not leave undone ? And who. can fhew lefs 
-concern for their greateft intereft than they ? 

Alas! in fpiritual matters, the wifeftof them 
feem on alevel with the moft foolith. They anxi- 
oufly fecure their title to.a few poffeffions-in this 
‘tranfitory world, out of which the fireain of time 
carries them with unabated impetuofity ; while 
they remain t ftupidly thoughtlefs of their por- 
‘tion in the unchangeable world, where they are 
jut ariving: They take notice of every trivial 
ancident in life, every idle report raifed in their 

; I neighbour- 


+ Time flies, death urges, knells call, heaven invites, 
"Hell threatens; all exerts; in effort all; 
More than creation labours! labours more! 
And is there in creation, what, amidit 
This tumult univerfal, wing’d difpatch, 
And ardent energy, fupinely yawns? 
Alan fleeps ; and man alone ; 3 and man, whofe fate, 
Yate irreverfible, intire, extrem, 
Endlefs, hair-hung, breeze-fhaken, 0’er the gulph 
A momenttrembles ; drops! and man, for whom 
All elfe is in alarm ; man, the fole caufe 
Of this furrounding ftorm ! and yet he flceps, ; 
-Asthe flarm reek’d to reft. Yount 
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neighbourhood, and overlook the ‘great realities 
of death and judgment, hell and heaven. ~ 

You feethem perpetually contriving how to 
preferve, indulge, and adorn their dying bodies} 
and daily negleéting the'fafety, welfare and orna- 
ment of their immortal fouls.’ So ‘great is their 
folly, that earthly toys make’ them flight heaven- 
thrones, and ‘a point of time t hides from them 
a boundlefs eternity. So perv erted is their mo- 
ral tafte, ‘that they naufeate the word of truth, 
the precious food of fouls, and greedily run up- 
on the tempter’s hook, if itis but’'made of fold 
gold, or gilt over with the fpecious appearance of 
honour, or only baited with the profpe of a 
favourite diverfion. And whilft by uneafy fretful 
tempers they too often impair their bodily health ; 
by exorbitant affeétions and*pungent carés, they 
frequently break theirhéarts, or pierce themfelves 
through with many forrows. ; 

Does fuch a conduct deferve the name of well- 
ordered felf-love, or prepofterous felf-hatred ? 
O man, finful man, how totally art thou deprav- 


-ed 


+ And isit in the flight of threefcore years 
To puth eternity from human thoughif, 
And bury fouls immortal in the duft ? 
A foul immortal fpending all her fires, ‘ 
Watling her stwength in flvenuous idlenefs; gr 
Thrown ino tumult, rapmred, or alarm’d, jas 
Atought this fzene can threaten, or indulge, ~ 91)» 
Refemblcs Ocean inte tempeft wrought ~~ watch jar 
To. waft a‘leather, or to drown a fly, 4 gers owne, 
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ed if thou art not only thy own.moft dangerous. 
enemy, but often thy moft cruel tormenter ! 


XX. ARGUMENT. 


This depravity is produétive of the moft de- 
teflable brood. When it has fupprefled. the love 
of God, perverted the love of our neighbour, 
and vitiated felf-love; it foon gives birth to a va- 
riety of execrable tempers, and, dire affe&ions, 
which fhould have no place but in the breafls of 
fiends, no out breaking but in the chambers. of 
hell. 

If you afk their name: I anfwer Pride 
that odious vice, which feeds on the praifes it 
procures, lives by the applaufe it has meanly 
courted, andis equally ftab’d by the reproof of a 
friend, and the fneer of a foe———The /jrrit of 
independance, which cannot bear controul, is 
galled bythe eafieft yoke, gnaws the flender cords 
of juft authority, as if they were the heavy chains 
of tyrannical power; nor ever ceafes {truggling 
till they break, and he can fay : ‘* Now 1am my 
own matter.” Ambition and Vanity which, 
like Proteus, take a thoufand fhapes, and wind a 
-thoufand ways, to climb up to the high feat of 
power, fhine on the tottering ftage of honour, 
“wear the golden badge of fortune, glitter in the 
gaudy pomp of drefs, and draw by diflinguifhing 

- appearances the admiration of a gaping multitude. 
-m—Sloth, whith unnerves the foul, infeebles the 
I 2 boby, 
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body, and makes the whole man deaf to the calls 
of duty, loath to fet about his bufinefs, (even 
when want, fear, or fhame, drives him to it), 
ready to pofipone or omit it upon any pretence, 
and willing to give up even the interefts of foci- 
ety, virtue’ and réligion, fo he ‘nay faunter un- 
difturbed, dozé the time away in ftapid ina@ivity, 
or enjoy himfelf im that daftardly indolence, 
which paffes in the world for quietnefs and good 
nature,— Envy that looks with’ an evil eye at the 
good things our competitors enjoy, takes a fecret 
pleafure thew ‘misfortunes, under various pres 
texts expofes their-faults, flily tries to add to our 
reputation whatit detra&ts from theirs, and flings 
our heart when they eclipfe us by their greater 
fuccefs, or fuperior excellencies.——Covetou/- 
ne/s, which is always diffausfied with its portion, 
watclies it with tormenting fears, increafes it by 
every fordid mean, and turning its own éxecuti- 
oner, jufily pines for want, over the treafure it 
madly faves for a prodigal heir.——Impatence, 
which frets at every thing, finds fault with every 
perfon, and madly tears herfelf under the fenfe of 
aprefent evil, or the expeétation of an abfent 
good.— —Wrath, which diftorts our face, racks 
our breafts, alarms our houfholds, threatens, cur- 
fes, ftamps, and ftorms even upon imaginary or 
trifling provocations.—— Jealow/y that through a 
fatal fill in diabolical optics, fees contempt in all 
the words of a favourite friend, difcovers infideli- 
ty in all his a€tions, lives upon the wicked fufpici- 
jad : ens 
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ens it begets, and turns the fweets, of the mildeft 
paflion inte wormwood and gall_—Jdolatrous Love, . 
which preys upon the fpirits, con{fumes. the flefh, 
-tears the throbbing heart, and when it is difap- 
pointed, frequently forces, its wretched flaves to. 
day violent hands upon themfelves.—Hatred of 
our fellow-creatures, which keeps; us void of 
tender benevolence, a chief ingredient im ther 
blifs of angels, and fills us with fome of the: 
moft unhappy fenfations belonging to accurfed 
fpirits—Hence arifes Malice, which takes an uns. 
natural, hellifh pleafure in teazing beafls, and 
hurting men in their perfons, properties, or ree: 
putation.—And the offspring of malice, Res. 
venge, t who always thirfts after mifchief or 
blood; and fhares the only delight of devils, 
when he can repay areal or fancied injury feven- 
fold.—De/pair, who {corns to be beholden to, 
mercy, gives the lie to all the declarations iffued. 
from the throne of grace, obftinately .turns. his. 
wild eyes from the great, expiatory facrifice ; 
and at laft impatient to drink the cup of trem.: 

13. bling,. 


+Man hard of heart to man! Of horrid things, } T ; 
_ Moft horrid! Mid ftupendous, highly ftrange ! 7 
" ¥et oft his courtefies are {moother wrongs ; 
- Pride brandifhes the favours he confers, Ait 
And contumelious his, humanity : - 
What then his vergeance ? Hear it not, ye flars 1 + 
And thou pale moon! turn paler at the found, 
© Man is to man the foreft, fureft il, — poe ey 
» Heav'n’s Sov’rcign faves.al] beings but Himfelfye) 0 u ® 
| Bhat hideous fight, a naked human heart, Yevaes, 
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‘Bling! wildly ‘looks for fonie weapon to deflroy 
‘himfelf—Dz/tradtion begotten by the shocking 
‘mixture of two, or more of thefe infernal paffi- 
“ons raifed to the higheft degrees of extravagance: 
“Diftraéion that wrings her hands,’ tears her 
‘difhevel’d hair, fixes her: ghaftly eyes, turns her 
twining brains, quenches the laft fpark of 
yeafon, and like a fierce’ tyger muft at laft’ be 
chained ‘by the ‘hand of caution, and confined 
withiron-bars in her dreary dwelling, 

And to elofe the difmal train, Se/Amurder,- 
who always points wretched: mortals to: ponds 
and rivers, or prefents them with cords, razors, 
piftols,” daggers, and poifon, and’ perpetually 
urges’ them to the choice of one of them. 
* You are guilty, unferable creatures, whifpers 
he: The fun of profperity is for ever fet, the 
deepeft night of diftrefs is come upon your You 
are in a hell of woe: The hell prepared for Sa- 
tan cannot be worfe than that which you feel,’ 
but it may ‘be more tolerable: Take this, and 
boldly force your paflage out of the curfed ftate- 
in which you groan.” ‘He perfuades, and his 
defperate victims tired of the company of their 
fellow-mortals, fly for refuge'to that of devils; 
they fhut theireyes; and, horrible to fay! but how 
‘much more horrible to do! deliberately venture, 
from one hell into another to feek eafe; orio 
fpeak with more trutb, leap with all the bidfifhes. 
of a known hell, into all the horrorsiof one which. 


is unknowm + (oi voautht yee 
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And are your hearts, O ye fons of men, the 
favourite feats of this infernal crew? Thenfhame 
on the wretch that made the firft panegyric on 
‘the dignity of human nature! He proved. my 
point: He began i in Pride, and ended ‘in eee 
‘tion, if not in Sel/-murder. 

Deteftable as thefe vices and tempers are, 
‘where is the natural man that is always free from 
‘them? Where is even the child ten years old, 
who never felt moft of thefe vipers, upon fome 
_ 6ctafion or other, fhooting their venom through 
his lips, darting their balefal influence through 
his eyes, or at leaft flirring and hiffing in his 
diflurbed breaft? If any one never felt them, he 
-may be* pronounced more than mortal: But if 
he has, his own experience furnifhes him with 
a fenfible demonftration, that he.is a fallen f{pirit; 
infeGted with the poifon that rages in the devil. 
himfelf. . 
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- Bad roots, which vigoroufly fhoot in the fpring;. 
will naturally produce. their dangerous fruit in- 
fammmer. We may therefore go one flep further, 
and afk, Where is the man thirty years old, 
whofe depravity has: not broke out into the 
greateft variety of finful a&ts?, Among the perfons 
of that age, who never were efteemed worfe 
thah their neighbours, fhall we find. a Fores 


head that never betrayed daring infolence—A 
Cheek 


omA 
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Cheek that never indicated concéaled guilt by an 
involuntary blufh—A_ Nec& that never was ftretch- 
ed out in.pride and vain confidence—An Eye 
that never caft a difdainful, malignant, or wan- 
ton look—An Lar that an evil curiofity never 
opened to frothy, loofe, or defaming difcourfe— 
A Tongue that never was tainted with unedifying, 
falfe, indecent, or uncharitable language—A 
Palate that never became the feat of laxurious 
indulgence—A Throat that never was the chan- 
nel of excefs—A. Stomach that never felt the 
oppreffive load of abufed mercies—Hands that 
never plucked, or touched the forbidden fruit, 
ef pleafing fin—Feeé that never once moved in 
the broad, downward road. of iniquity—And a 
Bofom that never heaved under the dreadful 
workings of fome exorbitant paflion? Where, 
in fhort, is there a Face ever fo difagreeable,. 
that never, was the objeét of felf-worfhip ina 
glafs? And where a. Body however deformed, 
that never was fet up-as a. favourite idol by the 
fallen fpirit that inhabits it ? 

If iniquity thus works by all. the powers, and. 
breaks out through all the parts, of the. human, 
body ; we may conclude by woful experience,. 
not only that the plague of fin 1s begun but. that. 
it rages with univerfal fury ;: and. to. ufe again. 
the evangelical prophet’s words, that from the. 
Jole of the foot, even to, the head of the Bae 
tural man, chere ts no {piritual fanedael in) 

him, 
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him, but wounds, and bruifes, and putrefying 
Sores. ; 


XXII. ARGUMENT. 


What canbe faid of each individual may, with 
the fame propriety, be affirmed of all the differ- 
ent nations of the earth. Let an impartial judge 
take four unconverted men, or children, from 
the four parts of the world: Let him examine 
their a€tions, and trace them back to their fpring; 
and, if he makes fome allowance for the acct 
dental difference of their climate, conftitution, 
tafte, and education; he will foon find’ their 
difpofition equally earthly, fenfual, and devili/h, 
as if they had all been caft in the fame mould. 
"Yes, as oak-trees are oaks all the world over, 
though by particular circumftances fome grow: 
‘taller and harder; and fome more knotted and 
‘crooked than others: So all unregenerate men 
refemble one another; for all are proud, felf- 
willed, impenitent, and /overs of plea/ure morg 
than lovers of God. 

Do not floth, gluttony, drunkennefs, and un- 
cleannefs; cheating, defrauding, flealing and 
‘oppreffion ; lying, perjury, treachery, and cru- 
elty; ftalk openly, or lurk fecretly every where? 
Are not all thefe vices predominant among black 
and white people, among favage and civilized 
mations, among Turks and Jews, Heathens and 
Chriftians? Whether they live on the banks of 
v the 
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the Ganges or the Thames, the Mififfippi or 
the Seine ? Whether they flarve in the fnows of 
Lapland, or burn in the fands of Guinea? 

O Sin, thou fatal peft, thou foul:deftroying 
plague, would to God thy fixed abode were only 
in the Levant, and that like the external pefti- 
lence thou wert chiefly confined to the Turkith 
dominions! But alas! the grofs immorality and 
prophanenefs, the various crimes and_ villaines, 
the defperate impiety and wild blafphemy, under 
which every kingdom and city have groaned, 
and {till continue to do night and day, over the 
face of the whole earth, are black fpots fo fimi- 
lar, and fymptoms fo equally terrible, that we 
are obliged to confefs they muft have a common 
internal principle; which can be no other than 
a bad habit of foul; a fallen, corrupted nature. 
Yes, the univerfality and equality of the effeéts 
fhew to an unprejudiced mind, that the caufe is 
univerfal, and equally interwoven with that na- 
ture which is common to all nations, and remains 
the fame in all countries and ages. 


FIVE OBJECTIONS. 


I. If the felf-righteous moralift anfwers, that 
«fin and wickednefs are not fo univerfal as this 
argument fuppofes:” I reply, that the more we 
are acquainted with ourfelves, ‘with the hiftory 
of the dead, and fecret tranfaétions of the living ; 
the more we are convinced, that if all are not 


guilty 
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muilty oF outward enormities, all are detply taint- 
ed with /piritual wickednefs. 

Even thofe excellent perfons who, like Jere- 
miah, have been in part /andlified before they came 

forth out of the womb, can from fad experience 
confefs with him, that The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and fay with David, My heart fheweth me 
the wickedne/s of the ungodly. 

Thoufands indeed boaft of the goodnefs of their 
hearts: They flatter themfelves that to be righte- 
ous, itis enough to avoid the grofs a&s of intem- 
perance and injuflice: With the Pharifees they 
fhut their eyes againft the deftruélive nature of 
the love of the world, the thirft of praife, the 
fear of men, the love of eafe, floth, fenfuality, 
indevotion, felf-righteoufnels, difcontent, impa- 
tience, felfifhnefs, carnal fecurity, unbelief, hard- 
nefs of heart, and a thoufand other fpiritual 

evils. Full of felf-ignorance, like Peter, they 
imagine there is no combultible matter of wick- 
ednefs in their breafts, becaufe they are not ac- 
tually fired by the {park of a fuitable temptation. 
And when they hear what their corrupt nature 
may one day prompt them to, they cry out with 
Hazael, dm La dog that I fhould do this thing ? 
‘Neverthelefs by and by they do it, if not out- 
wardly as he did, at leaft in their vain thoughts 
by day, or wicked lewd imaginations by might. 
So true is the wife man’s faying! He that tru/leth 
Ais own heart is a fool. 

Il. If 


. 
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Ti. “ Iflriftorians give us frequent, accounts of 
the notorious wickednefs of mankind, (fay the 
«* advocates for human excellence) it is becaufe — 
“« private virtue is not the fubjeétof hiftory ; and 
“ to judge ofithe moral re€titude of the world by 
«¢ the corruption of courts, is as abfurd as to efti- 
*« mate the health of a people from an infirmary.” 

And is private vice any more the fubjeé of 
hiftory than private virtue ? If it was, what folios 
would contain the fulfome and black accounts of 
allthe lies and feandal, the fecret grudges and 
open quarrels, the filthy talking and malicious 
jefling, the unkind or unjuft behaviour, the grofs 
or refined intemperance, which deluge both 
town and country ? 

Suppofe the annals of any one numerous fami- 
iy were publifhed, how many volumes might be 
filled with the detail of the undue fondnefs, or 
forbidding coldnefs; the variance, animofity, 
and ftrife,;which fubfift or break out between 
hufbands.and wives, parents and children, brothers 
and fifters, mafters and domeflics, upper and 
lower fervants, &c.! What ridiculous, imperti- 
nent fcenes would be opened to public view! 
What fretfulnefs, diffimulation, envy, jealoufy, 
tale-bearing, deceit! What concealed fufpicions, 
aggravated Poibrpae falfe accufations, underhand 
dealings, imaginary provocations, glaring par- 
tiality, infolent-behaviour, loud pafions! 

Was even the beft moralifl to write the me- 
moirs of his own heart, and give the public a mi- 

nute 
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nute account of al] his impertinent thoughts, and 
wild imaginations; how many paragraphs would 
‘make him blufh ! How many pages, by.prefenting 
the aftonifhed reader with a blank ora blot, would 
demonflrate the truth of St. Paul’s affertion, They 
aré all gone out of the way, there 1s none,that 
doeth good, none but fpoils his beft works.by 

a mixture of effential evil! Far then from find- 
ing + * thofe vaftly fuperior numbers who in 
“ fafe obfcurity are virtuoufly and innocently 
“ employed,’ we may every where fee the truth 
‘of the confeflion which our objeftors make in the 
church, “ There is no health in us.” 

I fay every where, for is cabal confined to the 
court, any more than lewdnefs to the army, and 
prophanenefs tothe navy ? Does not the fame 
fpirit of felf-intereft and intrigue which influences 
the choice of minifters of flate, prefidealfo at the 
ele&tion of members of parliament, mayors of 
corporate towns, burgefles of boroughs, and pet-| 
ty officers in a country-patifh ?)} We mav then, 
notwithfanding the .unfortumate comparifon oa 
which this objeétion is founded, conclude with- 
out abfurdity, that as all men, fconer or later, by 
pain, . ficknefs and death, evidence their nataral 

weaknels avd mortality ; ; whether they live in dns 
firmartes, palaces, or cottages: So all men, fooriér, 
or later, by their thoughts, words and a€tions 
damian ites their. natural sacar ; whether 
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‘they crowd the jail-yard, the drawing-room, ot 
the obfcure green of a conntry village, 


III. The fame objc&ors wih vrobably again re- 
ply: “ If corruption is univerfal, it cannot be faid 
‘to be equal; for numbers lead a very harmlefs, 
and not afew avery ufeful life.” 

To this IT anfwer, that all have naturally anevil 
heart of unbelief, forgetful of, and departing from 
the living God. In this refpeét, there as no dif- 
ference, all the world is guilty beyore God. But 
- thanks be to the Father of mercies, all do not 
remain fo. - Many bow to the Redeemer’s feep- 
tre, become new creatures, depart from iniquity, 
and qre zealous of good works. And the fame 
gracious power'that has renewed them, is at work 
upon thoufands more, hourly +eflrains them from 
much evil, and daily excites them to many ufe- 
ful aétions. 

With refpeé to the harmleffnefs, for which 
fome unrenewed perfons are remarkable, it cannot 
{pring from a beiter nature than that of their fel- 
low mortals; forthe nature ofall men, Ake that 
of all wolves, is the fame thoughout the whole 
fpecies. It mult then be owing to the reftrain- 
ing grace of God, or to a: happier conttitution, a 
flriGter education, a deeper fenfe of mere or 
a greater regard for their charafter. — Perhaps on- 
ly to the fear of confequences, and to the-want 


of natural boldnefs,. or ofia fuivable | on 
and fair opportunity to fin, Nor are e few 
cpafs for temperate, merely y bees dia- 
Lani! 
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Holical pride lurking in their heart {corns,to floop 
fo low as to indulge their beaftly appetites: 
While others have the undeferved reputation of 
good-natured, becaufe they find more, delight in 
quietly gratifying their brutal defires, than in 
yielding to the uneafy, boifterous tempers which 
they have in‘common ‘with devils. 
Ass to the virtues by which fome of the uncon- 
verted diflinguifh themfelves from others, they 
either {pring from God's preventing grace, or 
are ‘only, vices in difguife. The love of praife, 
the defireof honour, and the thirft of gold, ex- 
cite’ thoufands to» laudable defigns,. and ufeful 
aétions, Wicked men; fet on work by thefe 
powerful fprings, do lying wonders in the moral 
world, as the magicians did in Egypt. They 
counterfeit divine grace, and for a feafon feem 
even'to outdo believersthemfelves. Hence it is 
that we fometinies fee the indolent induftrious, 
the coward brave, the covetous charitable, the 
Pharifee religious, the Magdalen modett, and 
the daflardly flave of his lufls a bold afferter of 
public liberty. But the fearcher of hearts is not 
deceived by fair appearances : he judges of their 
aftions according to the motives whence they 
{pring, and the ends for which they are per- 
formed: You are, fays he to all thefe feemingly 
virtuous finners, (ke whited fepulchres, which in- 
deed appear beautiful, outwardly, but within are 
fash: dead men’s bones and of all uncleanne/s. 
ab8 Boils Were 
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Were I to defcribe thefe faints of the world by 
a comparifon, 1 would fay that fome of them 
refemble perfons who artfully conceal their ul- 
cers under the moft agreeable appearance of clean- 
linefs and health. Many that admire their face 
and look. little fufpeé&t what a putrid, virulent 
fluid runs out of their fecret fores. Others of 
them whofe hypoerify is not of fo grofs a kind, 
are like perfons infeéted with a mortal difeafe, 
who, though the mafs of their blood is tainted; 
and fome noblé part attacked, ftill walk about, 
do bufinefs, and look as frefh coloured as if they 
wére the pi@ure of health. Ye fons of AZ{cula- 
plus, who, without feeling their pulfe, and care- 
fully weighing every fymptom, pronounce them 
very well upon their look alone, doye not blun- 


der in phyfic, juft as my obje€tors do in diyinity ? 


‘IV. But flill they urge, that “- It is wrong to 
father our finfulnefs upon a pretended natural de- 
pravity, when it may be intirely owing to the 
force of ill example, the influence of a bad edu- 
cation, or the ftrong ferments of youthful blood.” 

All thefe, Lreply, like rich foil andrank ma- 
nure, caufe original corruption to fliaot the 
higher, but do not form its pernicious feeds. 

‘That thefe feeds lurk within the heart, before 
they are forced up by the heat of temptation, ap- 
pears indubitable, if we confider, (1.) That all 
children, on particular occafions, manifeft fome 
early inclination to thofe fins, which the ‘ya 
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nefs of their bodily organs, and the want of pro- 
per ferments in their blood do not permit them 
to commit: (?.) That infants betray envy, ill- 
humour, impatience, felfifhnels, anger, and ob-. 
ftinacy, even before they can take particular no- 
tice of ill examples, and underftand bad counfels 
And (3.) That though fornication and adultery, 
on account of the fhame. and danger attending 
them, are committed with fo much fecrecy, that 
the: examples of them are feldom if ever given in 
public ; they are-neverthelefs fome of the.crimes 
which are moft univerfally or eagerly committed, 

Belides, if we were not more inclined to vice 
than virtue, good examples would be as com- 
mon, and have. as. much» force; as bad ones, 
Therefore the generality of bad examples cannot 
arife but from the general finfulnefs of man; and . 
to account for this general finfulnefs by the ge-. 
nerality of bad examples, 1s begging the-queflion, 
and not proving the: points 

Add to this, that as weeds fince.the curfe grow 
even in fields fown with the beft wheat ; fo vice 
fince the fall grows inthe mid# of the be ex- 
amples, and the moft excellent education: Wit- 
nefs the barbarous-crimes committed by pious 
Jacob’s children, and penitent Adam’s eldeft fon... 


V..“ Butif Cain finned, fay: our objeGors, 
and all mankind fin alfo, it is no mere than Adam 
himfelf once did by his.own free choice, though , 
he was created. as.exempt from original depravity , 
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as an angel. -Whiat need is there then to fuppofe 
he communicated to his pofterity an inbred 
pronenefs to fin ?” 

To this I reply: It is not one accident or 
{ingle event, but a continual repetition of the 
fame event, that proves a pronenefs, If a man, 
who is perfeétly in his fenfes, by fome unfore- 
feen accident falls into a fit of madnefs, we may 
account for his misfortune from that accident; 
and no certain’ judgment can be formed of thie 
bodily habit of his family. But ifall his children, 
through an hundred generations, ate not on- 
Ty fubje&t to the fame mad fits, but alfo die in 
confequence of them, in all forts of climates, 
and under all forts of phyficians, common fenfe 
will not allow us to doubt, that it is now a family 
diforder, incurable. by human art.” The man is 
Adam, the family mankind, and the madnefs fin. 
Reader you are defired to make the application. 


XXII ARGUMENT, 


« Bat all are not employed*in fin and wick+ 
ednefs, for many go through a conftant ‘round’ 
of innocent’ diverfions, and thefe at leaft muft’ 
be innocent’ and happy.” —Let us then confi» 
der the amufements of mankind: Or rather, with- 
out flopping to look at the wife dance of the 
Hfraelites round the golden calf, and the modetft, 
ober, and humane diverfions of the Heathens, 

RAEI 
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in the feftivals of their lewd, drunken, an& 
bloody gods; let us only fee how far our own 
pleafures demonflrate the innocence and happine/s 
of mankind. 

How exceffively foolith are the plays of chil- 
dren! How full of mifchief and cruelty the {ports 
of boys! How vain, foppifh, and frothy the joys 
of young people! And how much below the dig- 
nity of upright, pure creatures the fnares that 
perfons of different fexes perpetually lay for each 
other! When they are together, is not this their. 
favourite amufement, till they are defervedly 
caught in the net which they imprudently fpread ?: 
But fee them afunder.  — 

Here, a circle of idle women, fipping a de- 
coftion of Indian herbs, talk or laugh all toge- 
ther, like fo many chirping birds or chattering 
monkies, and, fcandal excepted, every way to as 
good purpofe.—And there, a club of graver mem 
blow; by the hour, clouds of ftinking fmoke out 
of their.mouth, or wath it down their throat with 
repeated draughts of intoxicating liquors. The 
-flrong fumes have already reached their heads;, 
and while fome ftagger home, others triumphant- 
ly keep the field of excefs; though one is alrea- 
dy ftamped with the heavinefs of the ox, an other 
worked up to the fiercenefs and roar of the lion, 
and a third brought down.to the filthinefs of the 
vomiting dog. 

‘Leave them at their manly fport, to follow 
thofe mufical founds mixed with a noife of flamp- 
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ing; and you will find others profufely perfpir- 
ing, and violently fatiguing themfelves, in fkip- 
ping up and down a room for a whole night, and 
ridiculoufly turning their backs and faces to each . 
other an hundred different ways: Would not a 
man of fenfe prefer running ten miles upon an 
ufeful errand, to this ufelefs mamer of lofing his: 
reft, heating his blood, exhaufting his {pirits, 
and unfitting himfelf for the. duties of the follow-- 
ing day? t 

In the.next room indeed they are more quiet, . 
but are they more rationally employed ?. Why do 
they fo earneflly rattle thofe. ivory cubes; and 
fo anxtoufly fludy thofé-packs of loofe and fpot- - 
ted leaves? Is happinefs graven upon the one, or 
stamped upon the other? Anfwer, ye Gamefters, . 
who carfe. your ftars, as: ye-go home with an. 
empty purfe.and a heart full of rages. 

‘““ We hopethere is no harm in taking an in-- 
nocent gaihe at cards}. reply a ridiculous party. 
of fuperannuated ladies, gain is not our aim, we - 
only play to kill time.” You arenot then fo 
well employed as: the- foolifh heathen Emperor, - 
who amufed himfelf in killing troublefome’ flies 
and time togethers The delight of rational crea- 
tures, much more of Chriffians- onthe brink of . 
the grave, is to..redeem, improve, and folidlyr 
enjoy time ; but yours alas! confifts in the bare, 
irreparable: lofi of that invaluable treafure. Ob, : 
what account will you give of the fouls you a 
gleét, and the talents you bury | . / 

And: 
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And fhall we kill each day? Iftrifling kill, 
Sure vice muft butcher; Oh ! What heaps of flaia 
Call out for vengeance on us! Time deftroy’d 


Is {uicide, where more than blood is {pilt. 
YOUNG-» 


And are public diverfions better evidences of 
our innocence and happinels ? Let reafon decide. 
In cities, fome are lavifh of the gold which fhould 
be laid by for the payment of their debts, or re- 
hiefof the poor, to buy an opportunity of aéting 
under a mafk an impertinent, or immodeft part 
without a blufh; and others are guilty of the fame 
injuftice or prodigality, that they may be entitled 
to the honour of waiting upon a company of idle 
buffoons, and feeing them a& what would make 
a modeft woman blufh, or hearing them fpeak 
what perfons of true piety, or pure morals, would 
gladly pay them never to utter. 

Are country amufements more rational and in+ 
‘nocent ? What fhall we fay of thofe Chriftian, or 
rather heathenifh feftivals called Wakes, an- 
nually kept in honour of the Saint to whom the 
‘parifh-church was formerly dedicated ? Are they 
not celebrated with the idlenefs, vanity, and de- 
bauchery of the Floralia ; and the noife, riots, and 
frantic mirth of the Bacchanals ; rather than with 
the decent folemnity, pious chearfulnefs, and 
ftrié&t temperance, which charaéterife the religion 
of the holy Jefus? 

"The affizes are held, the Judge paffes an aw- 
ful fentence of tranfportation or death upon guilty — 
wretches, 
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wretches who ftand pale and trembling before this’ 
tribunal;.and twenty couples of gay gentlemenand’ 
ladies, as.if they rejoiced in. the infamy, and de- 
ftruétion of their fellow mortals, hire on the oc- 
eafion a band of muficians and dance all night,.. 
pethaps in the very apartment where the diftraét- 
ed viétims of juftice juft wrung their hands and 
rattled their irons. 

The Laces are advertifed, all the country is in: 
motion, neither bufinefs, rain, nor ftorm, can 
prevent thoufands from running for miles, and: 
fometimes through the worft of roads, to feaft- 
their eyes upon the danger of their fellow-crea-- 
tures, and divert themfelyes with the mifery of: 
the moft ufeful animals. Daring mortals hazard: 
their necks upon fwift courfers,.which are tor-- 
tured by the fevereft lafhes of the whip, and in-- 
ceflant pricks or tearing gafhes of the f{pur, that« 
they may exert their utmof force, ftrain every 
nerve, and make continued efforts even beyond. 
the powers of nature :. Whence. (to. fay, nothing . 
of fatal accidents;. which yet alas! too frequent-- - 
ly happen) they fometimes pant away their wretch- 
ed lives in.a bath.of {weat and blood,. and all this 
that they may. afford a barbarous pleafure totheir: - 
idle, wanton;. and-barbarous-beholders.~ 

In one place the inhuman fport is afforded by 
an unhappy bird, fixed at fome diftance, that the 
fons of cruelty.may long exercife their mercilefs 
{kill in its lingering and painful deftruétion Or: 
by. two of them trained up, and high. fed. oe Pe 
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‘battle. "The hour fixed for the obftinate engage- 
ment is come; and as if it was not enough that 
they fhould pick -each others eyes out with the 
ftrong bills nature has given them; human ma- 
‘lice, or rather diabolical cruelty comes to the 
_affiftance of their native fiercenefs. Silver fpurs, 
-or fteel talons {harper than thofe of the eagle, are 
-barbaroufly faftened to their feet; thus armed 
‘they are excited to leap at each other, and in an 
shundred repeated onfets to tear their feathers and 
flefh as if they were contending vultures; and if 
at laft one blinded, covered with blood and 
wounds, andunable to flarid any longer the me- 
tallic claws of his antagonift, enters into the ago- 
nies of death; the numerous ring of ftamping, 
clapping, fhouting, eagerly betting, or horridly 
curfing fpeétators, is as highly delighted, as if 
the tortured, dying creature was the common 
enemy of mankind. ° 
- In another place, a multitude of f{pe€tators is 
delightfully entertained by two brawny men, who 
sanmercifully knock one another down, as if 
they were oxen appointed for the flaughter, and 
continue the favage play, till one with his flefh 
bruifed and his bones fhattered, bleeding and 
gafping as ithe pangs of death yields to his an- 
tagoniit, and thus puts an end to the fhocking 
feene. 
But it is perhaps a different fpe€tacle that re- 
commends itelf to the bloody tafe of our bap- 
tized Heathens, | Fierce dogs are excited by fier- 
fi ’ cor 
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‘cer men-with fury to faften upon the ‘nefe,. or 
tear out the eyes, of a poor. confined animal, 
which pierces the fky with his painful and la- 
mentable bellowings, enough to force compaf- | 
fion from, the heart of barbarians not totally loft 
to, all fenfe of humanity: Whilft inthe mean 
time the furrounding, favage mob rends the 
very heavens with the moft horrid imprecations, 
and repeated fhouts of applauding joy; thus 
fporting themfelves with that yery mifery, which 
human nature (were it not deplorably corrupted) 
would teach thenfto alleviate.+ 

Thefe are thy favourite amufements) O Eng- 
land, thou center of the civilized world, where 
reformed vwhriftianity, deep-thinking wifdom, 
and pate learning with all its refinements, have 


fixed 


+* Lever thought, fays Judge Hale in his Contemplations, 
that thereisa certain degree of Juftice due from man to thé 
seréatures, as from man to man; and that an exceffive ufe of | 
the Creature’s labour is aninjuftice for which he miuft account. 
T haye therefore always efteemed it asa part of my duty, and 
it has been always my praétice to be merciful to my beafts ; 
and upon the fame account I have declined any cruelty to any 
of thy creatures, and, as much as I might, prevented ét in 
others2sa tyranny. I have abhorred thofe {ports that cenfitts 
in the torturing of thy creatures; and if any noxious creature 
mut bé deftroyed, or creatures for food muft be taken, it has 
‘been my practice to do it in the mannerthat may be sith the 
lealt torture or cruelty to the creature; ever remembering that 
though God has given us a dominion over his creatures, yet it 
is under a law of juttice, prudence, and m 3 other. 
wife we fhould become fyrants and not Lords over Go 
tures; and therefore thofe things of this 
* have prattifed as recre.tions, 1 have avotded as s fas? \ 
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Fixed their abode! But, in the name of common 

fenfe, how can we clear them from the imputa- 

-tion of abfurdity, folly, and madnefs? And by 

what means can they be reconciled, I will not 

fay to the religion of the meek Jefus, but to the’ 
philofophy of Plato, or calm reafon of any think- 

ing man? How perverted muft be the tafte, how 

irrational and cruel the diverfions of barbarians 

in other parts of the globe! And how applicable 

to allthe wife man’s obfervation! Fool:/hne/s is 
bound up in the heart of a child, and madne/s in 

the breafts of the fons of men. 


XXIV. ARGUMEN T. 
; 


The total corruption of our nature appears, 
pot only in the inclination of mankind to purfue 
irrational and cruel amufements, but in their 
general propenfity to commit the moft unprojita- 
ble, ridiculous, inkuman, impious,and diabolical fins. 

iff. The mok unprofitable: For inftance, tliat 
of {porting in prophane oaths and curies with the 
tremendous naine of the fupreme Being. Be- 
caufe of fwearing the land mourneth, {aid a Pro- 
phet thoufands of years ago; and what land even 
in chrileudom, yea what parifh in this reformed 
ifland mourns not, or ought not to mourn, for 

the fame provoking crime ?—A crime which is 
the hellith offspring of praétical atheifm, and 

heathemifh infolence—A crime that brings nei- 

“ther profit, honour, nor pleafure to the pro- 
phane 
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phane wretch who commits it-A crime Tor 
which he may be put to open fhame, forced to 
appear before a magillrate, andTent for ten days 
to the houfe of corre Giion, unlefs he pays an ig- 
nominous fine; and what is more awfal fill— 
A crime which, if perfifled in, will one day 
caufe him to gnaw his impious tongue in the 
feverefl torments. Surely man who drinks this 
infipid, and yet deftruétive iniquity like water, 
muft have his moral tafte frangely, not to fay 
diabolically, perverted. 
adly. The moll ridiculous fins. In what 
country, town, or village do not women betray 
their filly vanity? Js it not the fame foolith difpo- 
fition ofheart, which makes them bere their ears 
in Europe, and flit their nofes in America, that 
they may unnaturally graft in'their flefh pieces 
of glafs, fhining pebdles,’ glittering “gold, or 
trinkets of meaner metal? And when female 
Hottentots fancy they add io the importance of 
‘their filthy perfon, by fome yards of the bloody 
dnteflines of a beafl, do they not evidence the 
very {pirit of the Ladies in our hemifphere, who 
too often meafure their dignity by the yards of 
coloured filk Bands, with, which they /crown 
themfelves, and turn the grave matron into a pi- 
tiful'may-queen ? abe. 
gdly, The moft vnkuman fins. “ An hundred 
outa mad animals whofe heads are covered 
with hats, fays Voltaire, 2 advance to kill, orto 
be killed by, the hke ‘number of their fellow. | 
morta!s . 
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Mtortals. covered with turbans, By this flrange 
procedure they want, at beft, to decide whether 
a-tra€t of land, to which none of them all lays any 
claim, fhall belong to a certain man whom. they 
call Sultan, or to another whom: they name Cz- 
far, netther of whom ever faw, or will fee the 
fpot fo furioufly contended for: And very few 
of thefe creatures, who thus mutually butcher 
ene another, ever beheld the animal for whom 
they cut each others throats. From time imme- 
morial this has been the way of mankind almof 
ever all the earth. What an excels of madnefs 
is this! And how defervedly might a fuperior 
Being crufh to atoms this eartlily ball, the bloody 
neit of fuch ridiculous murderers !”’ 

4thly, The moft zmpious fins; for inftance 
that of tdolatry: ** Before the coming of Chrift, 
fays alate Divine, all the polite and barbarous 
nations among the -Heathens plunged into it 
with equal blindnefs. And the Jews were fo 
flrongly wedded to it, that God’s miraculous in- 
terpofition, both by dreadful judgments and aflo- 
nifhing mercies, could not for 800 years re- 
flrain them from committing it in the groffelt 
manner.” 

Nor need we look at eishen Heathens or Jews, 
to fee the pronenefs of mankind to that deteftable 
crime; Chriftians alone can prove the charge. 
To this day, the greateft part of them pray to 
dead men and dead women; bow to images of 
flone and crofles of wood; and make, adore, 
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and fwallow down, the wafer-god: And thofe 
who pity them for this ridiculous idolatry, tilP 
converting grace interpofes, daily /ét up their idols 
in their hearts, and, without going to the plain 
of Dura, facrifice all to the King’s golden 
image. 

And gthly, The moft diabolical fin; Perfécu- 
' tion, that favourite offspring of Satan transformed 
into an angel of light. Per fecution, that bloody, 
iyploeretical montter, which carries a bible, a 
liturgy, and a bundle of canons in one hand; 
with fire, faggots, and all the weapons invented 
by cruelty in the other; and with fanétified 
looks diftreffes, racks, or murders men, either 
becaufe they love God, or becaufe they cannot 
all think alike. e 

Time would fail to tell of thofe, who, on 
religious accounts, have been floned and fawn 
afunder by the Jews, caft to the lions and burnt 
by the Heathens, ftrangled and impal’d by the 
Mahometans, and butchered all manner of ways 
by the Chriftians. 

Yes, we muft confels it, Chriflian Rome 
hath glutted herfelf with the blood of martyrs, 
which heathenifh Rome had but comparatively — 
tafted: And when Preteftants fled from her 
bloody pale, they brought along with them too 
much of her bloody fpirit. Prove the fad affer- 
tion, poor Servetus: When Romifh inquifition 
had forced thee to fly to Geneva, what recep- 
sion didft thou meet with in that reformed city ? 

Alas! | 
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_ Alas! the Papifts had burned thee in effigy, the 
Proteftants burned thee in reality, and ,Molock 
triumphed to fee the two oppolite parties:agree 
in offering him the human facrifice. 

So univerfally refilefs is the fpirit of perfecu- 
tion, which infpires the unrenewed part of 
mankind, that when people of the fame religion 
have no outward oppofer to tear, they bark. at, 
bite, and devour one another. Is it not the 
fame bitter zeal that made.the Pharifees and Sad- 
duces among the Jews, and now makes the fe&s 
of Ali and Omar among the Mahometans, thofe 
of the Janfenifts and Molinifls among the-Papifls, 
and thofe of the Calvinifts and Arminiaus among 
the Proteftants, oppofe each other with fuch. 
acrimony and virulence ?- 
~ Bur let us look around us at home: When’ 
perfecuting Popery had almoft expired in the’ 
fires in which it burned. our firft church-men, 
how foon did thofe who furvived them.com- 
“‘mence perfecutors. of the Prefbyterians? When 
_thefe, forced to fly to Americafor reft, got there: 

* the flaffof power in their hand, did they, not in 
their turn fall upon, and even hang the Quakers? 

d now that an aét of toleration binds the mon-.- 
fer, and the lafh of pens confeerated to the de- 

“fence of our civil and religious liberties, makes 
him. either afraid or afhamed of roaring aloud 
for his prey; does he not fhew by his; fapercili~ 
_ ons looks, malicious fneers, and fettled comempt 
_of vital. ney. what he would do, fhould an eppor-- 
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tunity offer? And does he not fill, under artful. 
pretences, go the utmoft length-of his chain to 
wound the reputation of thofe whom he cannot 
devour, and infliét at lealt + academte death upon 
thofe whofe perfon is happily fecured from his 
rage ? 

O ye unconverted ‘among mankind, if al thefe 
abominations every where break out upon you ; 
what cages of unclean birds, what nefts fwarm- 
ing with cruel vipers, are your decezt/ul and de/- 
perately wicked hearts! ; 


XXV. ARGUMENT. 


How dreadfully fallen is man,. if he has not 
only a propenfity to commit the above mention- 
ed fins, but to tranfgrefs the divine commands 
with a variety of {hocking aggravations! Yes,. 
mankind are proneto fin: 


I. Immediately, by a kind of evil inflin&t; As 
children, who peevifhly frike the very breaft. 
they fuck; and. betray: the rage of their little, 
hearts, by fobbing and fwelling, fometimes till. 
by forcing their bowels out of their place they. 
bring a rupture upon themfelves ;, and frequently. 
till they'are black in the face, and almofl fuffo- 
cated: —II, De! iterately, as thofe multitudes, 
who having life and’ death clearly fet before them, 
wilfully, ob Niriately’ chufe the way that leads to, 

_eestain, 
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eertain “defiru€tion. — Ill. Repeatedly, +witnels- 
liars, who becaufe their crime cofts them but a 
breath, frequently commit it at every breath.—- 
IV. Continually, as rakes, who would make their’ 
whole life one uninterrupted fcene of debauchery, 
if their exhaufted ftrength or purfe did not force 
them to intermit their lewd praétices, tho’ not 
without a promife to renew them again at the 
firt convenient opportunity—V. Treacheroufly, 
as thofe Chriflians who forget divine mercies and 
their own repeated refoltitions, break thro’ the fo- 
lemn vows and promifes made in their facra- 
ments, and finning with an high hand againft’ 
their profeffion, perfidioufly fly in the face of 
their confcience, the church, and’ their Saviour. 
—VI.Daringly, as thofe who Real under the gale. 
lows, openly infult their parents or their king, 
Jaugh at all Jaws human and divine, and put to- 
defiance all that are invefled with power to fee- 
“them executed.— VII. Triumphantly, as the vaft: 
number of thofe who glory in their fhame, found, 
aloud the trumpet of their own wickednefs, and: 
boaft of their horrid, repeated debaucheries, as, 
admirable and praife worthy deeds——VIII. Pro- 
&reffively, till they have filled up the meafure of, 
their iniquities, as individuals; witnefs Judas,. 
who from covetoufnefs proceeded to hypocrify, 
theft, treafon, defpair and felf-murder: Or, asa 
nation ; witnefs the Jews, who, after defpifing, 
and killing their prophets, reje€ted even the Son, 
ef God, affirmed he was mad, ftigmatized him 
witht 
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with the name of Decezver, faid, he was Bee/zebub 
himfelf, offered him all’ manner of indignities, 
bought his blood, prayed it might be on them and. 
their children, refted not till they had put the 
Prince of Life to the moft ignominious deatl ; 
‘and, horrible to fay ! made {port with the groans 
which rent the rocks around them, and threw. 
the earth into convulfions under their feet—1IX, 
Unnaturally ; (1.) By adtonifhing barbarities : 
As the women who murder their own children, 
the Greeks and Romans who commonly expofed” 
them to be the living prey of wild beafts, the fa- 
vages who knock their-aged parents on the head, 
the Cannibals who roatt and eat their prifoners of . 
war, and fome revengeful people who, to tafte:- 
all the fweetnefs. of their devilifh paffion, have 
murdered their-enemy and eaten up his liver and: 
heart. (2.) By the moft diabolical fuperftitions; 
As the Ifraelites who, when they had learned the- 
‘works of the Heathens, facrificed their fons aud. 
their daughters to devils; and by the horrible prac. 
tices of witchcraft endeavoured to raife, and deal: 
with, infernal fpirits: And (g.) by the mof pre-. 
poflerous gratifications of fenfe; witnefs the in- 
celts + and rapes committed in. this laud, the in- 
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+: The reafon which eng>ged the publifher of Pay fheets to - 
preach to fome of the colliers in his neighbourhood, : 
er 
“was hanged, upon returning himfelf fom tran ; een. , 
blood attempted to ravif his own daughter in the 


ria length they went in immorality. One of them wl 
ewnwile, andéwas juft prevented frat; compleating his-cime, 
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famous fires which drew fire and brimflone dows 
from heaven upon accurfed cities ; and the hor- 
rible lufls of the Canaanites, though alas! not 
confined to Canaan; which gave birth to the 
laws recorded, Lev. xviii. 7, 23. and xx. 16. 
Laws that are at once the difgrace of mankind, 
and the proof of my affertion—X. What is moft 
aftonifhing of all, dy Apoftacy: As thofe who 
having begun in the /pirit, and taffed the bitter- 
nels of repentance, the good. word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come, make /hipwreck of the 
Juth, deny the Lord that bought them, account the 
blood of the covenant wherewith they were fandlify'd 
an unholy thing; and fo f{candaloufly end in the 
Slefh, that they are juftly compared to érees wither 
ed, plucked up by the roots, twice dead, and to rag- 

. ing waves of the fea foaming out their own shame; 
to whom is referved the blackne/s of darkne/s for 
ever. 

Good God! what line can fathom an abyfs of 
corruption, the overflowings of which are more, 
or lefs attended with thefe multiplyed and fhock 
ing aggravations ? 


‘XXVI. ARGUMENT. 


If the force of a torrent may be known by the: 
height, and number of the banks which it over- 
flows ; 
by the utmoft exertion of the united ftrength ‘of the mother and 
the child. When brutish ignorance, and heathenifh wickedoels 
break outinto fuch unnatural! enormities, who would not break 
through the hedge of canonical regularity ? 


[ ae 
flows; the ftrength of this corruption will be 
rightly judged of, if we advert-to the high and. 
numerous dikes raifed to fem it, avhich it nevere 
thelefs continually breaks through. 

Ignorance and debauchery, injuftice and im- : 
piety, in all their fhapes, ftill overfpread thé 
whole earth, notwithftanding innumerable means: 
«fed in all ages to fupprefs and prevent them. 

The almoft total extirpation of mankind by 
the deluge, the fiery fhowers that confumed' 
Sodom, the ten Egyptian plagues, the cap- 
tivities of the Jews, the deftru@tion of thoufands. 
of cities and kingdoms, and millions of more pris 
vate judgments, never flopped immortality in, 
any one country or nation. 

The ftriking miracles wrought by prophets, the . 
alarming fermons preached by divines, the infi- 
nite number of good books publifhed in almoft 
all languages, and the founding of millions of 
churches, religious houfes, {chools, colleges, and 
univerfities, have not yet caufed impiety to hide 
its brazen face any where. The making of all 
_- forts of excellent laws, the appointing of magif- 
trates and judges to put them in force, the 
forming of affociations for the reformation of 
manners, the filling of thoufands of prifons, 
and ere¢ting of millions of racks. and gallows, have: 
not yet fuppreffed one vice. . 

And what is moft amazing:of all, the life; mi+ 
racles, fufferings, death, and heavenly. do8trine 

ef the Son of God; the labours, writings and 
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martyrdom of his difciples ; the example, warn- 
angs, and intreaties of millions that have lived 
and died in the faith; the blood of myriads of 
‘martyrs, the ¢dtrivings of the holy Spirit, the 
‘dreadful curfes of the law, and the glorious pro- 
mifes of the gofpel—All thefe means together 
‘have not extirpated immorality, and prophane- 
nefs, out of one fingle town or village in all the 
world; no, nor out of one fingle family for any 
dength of time. And this will probably continue 
sto be the defperate cafe of mankind, till the Lord 
days to his powerful hand, fecoads thefe means 
by the continued ftrokes of the {word of his Spirit, 
and according to his promife caules rightcou/ne/s 
o cover the earth, asthe waters caver the fea. 
* “Is not this a demonftration founded on matter 
of faét, that human corruption is not only deep 
as the ocean, but impetuous as an overflowing 
aivér, which breaks down all its banks, and 
leaves marks of devaflation in.every place? This 
will {till appear in a clearer light, if we confider 
_ the ftrong oppofition which our natural depravity 
anakes to divine grace in the unconverced. 


XXVII. ARGUMENT. 


‘Wrhien the Lord, by the rod of affliftion, the 
Sword of the Spirit, and the power of his grace, 
attacks the hard heart of a finner; how obfti- 
nately does he refilt the tharp, though gracious 
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operation! To make an honourable and vigorous 
defence, he puts.on the fhining robes of his for- 
mality ; he ftands firm in the boafted armour of 


- 


his moral powers; he daybs with untempered 
morter the ruinous wall of his condu€; with felf- 
righteous refolutions and pharifaic profeffions of 
virtue he builds, as he thinks, an impregnable 
tower; he mufters and draws up in battle array 
his poor works, artfully putting in the front thofe 
that make the fineft appearance, and carefully 
concealing tae vices which he can neither dif- 
-guife, nor drefs up in the -regimentals of 


- virtue. 
In the,mean time he prepares the carnal wea- 
pons of his warfare, and raifes the battery of a 
‘multiiude of ebjeétions to filence the truth that 
begins to gall "him. He afirms “ the preachers 
of it are decetvers and mad men;” till, he fees 
‘the Jews and Heathens fixed even upen Chnift 
and S:. Paul the very fame opprobious hames: 
He calls it a ‘* new doétrine ;” till heis obliged 
+o acknowledge that it is as old as the Reformers, 
Apoftles, and Prophets: He fays itis “ fancy, 
delufion, enthufiafm ;” till the: blefled efle€is of 
‘it on true believers conftrain him to drop the 
trite and flanderous affertion: He declares that 
-“ it drives people out of their fenfes, or makes 
them melancholy” till he is compelled to con- 
fels, that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wiftom, and that none are fo happy and joyful, — 
as thofe who truly Jove and zealoufly ferve 


Ged: 


[ 133 J 


God: He urges that “ it deftroys good, works ;" 
till-a fight of the readinefs of believers, and of 
his own backwardnefs, to perform them, makes 
him afhamed of the groundiefs accufation: He 
will tell you twenty times over, “ There is no - 
need of fo much ado ;” till he difcovers the folly 
of being carelefs on the brink of eternal TUN, 
and obferves that the nearnefs of temporal danger 
puts him upon the utmoft exertion of all his 
powers. Perhaps to get himfelf a name among 
his prophane companions, he lampoons the 
{criptures, or ca/ls out firebrands and arrows 
againft the defpifed difciples of Jefus, “ they are 
all poor and illiterate,” lays he, ‘fools er knav eS, 
cheats and hypocrites,” &c. &c. till the word of 
God flops his mouth, and he fees himfelf- the 
greatelt hypocrite with whom he is acquainted. 
When by fuch heayy charges .he has long 
kept off the truth from 3S coe and the fernants 
of God from his company, this kind of ammuni- 
tion begins to fail, and he barricades, himfelf 
with the fear of being undone in his circumitan- 
ces, till experience convinces. him, that | No 
good thing fhall God wath-hold from them that live 
a godly hfe, and that Al! things Jrall be added to 
them who feck firft the kingdom of God. He then 
hides himfelf i in the crowd of the ungodly, and 
fays, “ ifhe perithes, many. will. hare ‘the fame . 
fate ;” till he fees the glating abfurdity of going , 
to hell for the fake of camreny Tie thelters at) 
laf under the prote¢tion of the rich, the great 
M the 


E #34 J 


thie learned of the world; till the mines of their 
wickednefs fpringing on all fides around him, 
make him fly to the /anfuary of the Lord; and 
there he fees the ways, and underflands the end of 
the/e'men. — 

When all his batteries are filenced, and a 
breach is made in his confcience, he looks out 
for fome fecret way to leave Sodom, without 
being taken notice of, and derided by thofe who 
fight under Satan’s banner; and the fear of being 
taken for one of them that fly from the wrath to 
come, and openly take the part of a holy God 

againft a finful world, pierces him through with 
many forrows, Are the outworks taken, has he 
been forced to part with his grofs immoralities, 
he has generally recourfe to a variety of ftrata- 
gems: Sometimes he publicly difmiffes Satan’s 
garrifon, fle/ily lufis which war againft the godly, 
and keep under the ungodly /ou/; but it is only 
to let them in again fecretly, either one by one, 
or with forces /ven times greater, /o that his laft 
flate is worfe than thé firf. At other times he 
hoifts up the white flag of truth, apparently 
yields to conviétion, favours the minifters of the 
gofpel,. admits the language of Canaan, and 
warmly contends for evangelical doétrines: But 
alas! the place has not farrendered, his heart is 
not given up to God; {piritual wickednefs, under 
fair fhows of zeal, fill keeps poffeflion for che 
God of this world; and the fhrewd hypocrite art- 
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fully imitates the behaviour of a true Ifraelite, juit 
as Satan transforms him/elf into.an angel of light, 
Is he at laft deeply convinced ;that the only 
means of efcaping deftruGtion, and capitulating 
to advantage, is to deliver up the traitor Szn ? 
Yet what a long parley does he hold about. it! 
What a multitude of plaufible reafons does he 
advance to put it off from day to day! “ He is 
* yet young—The Lord is merciful—All have 
“their foibles—We are here in an imperfect 
“ flate—It is a little fin—It may be confifient 
* with loyalty to God—It hurts. no body but 
* himfeli—Many pious men were once guilty of 
“ it—By and by he will repent as they did, &c. 
* 8c.” . When louder fummons and increafing 
fears compel him to renounce the /ufis of the flefh, 
how flrongly does he plead for tho/e. of the mind! 
And after he has given up his bofom-fin with his 
lips, how treacheroufly does he hide it in the in- 
mott recefles of his heart ! 
_ Never did a befieged town difpute the ground 
with fuch obftinacy, and hold out by fuch a +a- 
riety of ftratagems, as corrupt man itands it out 
againft the repeated attacks of truth and grace, 
If he yields at all, it is feldom before he is 
brought to the greateft extremity, He feeds on 
the duft of the earth; he tries 10 fill hes foul with 
the hufks of vanity ; and fares hard on founds, 
names, forms, opinions, withered experiences, 
dry notions of faith, and empty profefhions of 
Mepe. tillthe mighty famine arifés, and the into- 
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lerable want of fubfantial bread forces him te 
furrender at diferetion, and without referve. 

Some ftand it out thus againft the God of their 
falvation ten or twenty years; and others never 
yield, till the terrors of death ftorm their affright- 
ed fouls, their lait ficknefs batters down their 
tortured bodies, and the poifon of the arrows of 
the Almizhty drinks up their walted /pirits. 
What a flrong proof is this of the inveteracy and 
ebitinacy of our corruption! 


XXVIII. ARGUMENT, 


But a flill ftronger may be drawn from the 
amazing ftruggles of God’s children with their 
depravity, even afier they have through grace 
powerfully fubdued, and glorioufly triumphed 
over it. Their Redeemer himfelf zs the Captain 
of their faluation: They are imbarked with him 
and bound for heaven: They look at the com- 
pafs of God’s word: They hold the ‘rudder of 
fincerity : They croud all the fails of their good 
refolutions, and pious affeétions, to catch the 
gales of divine afliflance: They exhort one ano- 
ther daily, to ply the oars of faith and prayer with 
watchful induftry: Tears of deep repentance and 
fervent defire often bedew their faces in the pious 
toil: They would rather die than draw back to 
perdition ; but alas! the flream of corruption is fo 
impetuous, that it often prevents their making 


any fenfible progrefs in hehe . 
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4\nd if in an unguarded hour they. drop, the | oar, 
‘ and faint in the work of faith, the  patience,of° 
hope, or the labour of love, they are prefently 
carried down into the dead fea of religious 
formality, or the whirlpools of fcandalous wick- 
ednefs.. Witnefs the lukewarmnefs of the Lao- 
diceans, the. adultery of David, the perjury of 
Peter; and the fhameful flight of all the dif- 
ciples. 


XXIX. AR GU MENT. 


When evidences of the moft oppofite intereft 
agree in their depofition of a matter of faét, its 
truth is greatly corroborated. To the laft argu- 
ment taken from fome fad experiences of God’s 
people, I fhall therefore add one drawn from 
the religious rites, and honeft confeflions of. 
the'very Heathens. 

When they made their temples ftream with: 
the blood of ‘flayghtered hecatombs, did they 
not often-explicitly deprecate the. wrath of hea-. 
ven and impending deftrution? And was it not: 
a fenfe of their guilt and danger, and an hope- 
that the punifhment they.deferved might be transe. 
ferred to their bleeding viétims, which gave: 
birth to their numerous expiatory.and propitiatory 

- facrifices? If this muft be granted, it is’ plain 
- thofe facrifices: were fo many proofs, that the- 
confiderate Heathens were nat utter ftrangers tg: 
their. corruption and danger... Q 
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“But let them’ fpeak their own fentiments. 
Not to mention their allegorical fables of Prome- 
theus, who brought a curfe upon earth by fleal- 
ing fire out of heaven; and of Pandora, whofe 
fatal curiofity let all forts of woes and difeafes 
loofe upon mankind: Does not Ovid in his 
Metamorphofes give a ftriking account of the fall, 
and its dreadful confeguences ? Read his defcrip- 
tion of the golden age, and you fee Adam in pa- 
radife ; proceed to the iron age, and you behold 
the horrid piéture of our confummate -wick- 
ednefs, 

Ifthe ancients had no idea of that native pro- 
penfity to evil, which we call original depravity ; 
what did Plato mean by our * Natural wicked 
ne/s ? And Pythagoras by T The fatal companion, 
the noxious ftrife that lurks within us, and was 
born along with us ? Did not Solon take for his 
motto the well known faying, which, though fo 
much negleéted now, was ‘formerly written in 
golden capitals over the door of Apollo's temple 
at Delphos, { Know thyfelf? Are we not in- 
formed by Heathen hiftorians that Socrates, 
the Prince of the Greek Sages, acknowledged 


he was naturally prone to the: groffelt vices? 

wi ot Does 

+ Seein ey ques.  ouee that ects efition 

of true religion, Orpamera ¥urnss The cure ofa di 
eafed foul, ; 
+ Avepn yap curomados seis P Pramrece Aradg” 
LvpHuros. Au yen Din a aqitrtoe wel 


auii® a Cevig? 


+ Twi cxbellene 5 aha’ ; 
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Does not Seneca, the beft of the Roman philo- 
fophers obferve, + We are born in /uch a condition 
that we are not fubjedt to fewer diforders of the 
mind than of the body? Yea, that t¢ All vices are 
in all men, though they do not break out in every 
one: And that, § To confe/s them is the beginning 
of our cure? And had not Cicero lamented be- 
fore Seneca, that Men are brought into life by na- 
ture as a flep-mother, with a naked, frail and ins 
Jirm body ; anda foul prone to divers lufts ? 

Even fome of the fprightlieft poets bear their 
teftimony to the mournful truth I contend for. 
Propertius could fay, || Every body. has a vice te 
which he rs inclined by nature. Horace declared, 
that +No one is born free from vices, and that he 
as the beft man who 1s opprefed with the leaft— 
That § Mankind rufh into wickedne/s, and al- 
ways defire what ts forbidden—That + youth hath 
the Jofine/i of wax to receive vicious impreffions, 
and the hardne/s of a rock to refit virtuous admo- 
uitions—In aword; That we are mad enough 

to 


+ Hac cond’ tione nati fiona’ Animalia cbnoxia non pauciori«. 
bus animi quam corporis morbis. 

+t Omnia in omnibus vitia funt, fed: non omnia in fingulis.exe: 
tant. 

§ Vitia fua confiteri fanitatis principium eff. 

|]. Unicuique dedit vitium natura creato. 

“+ Nam vitiis nemo fine nafcitur, eaten ille eft ; 

Qui minimis urgetur. 
$ Gens humana ruit per vetitum nefas. 
§ Nitimur in vetitura femper cupimus que negata,. 


+ Cercus in vitiuun fle€ti, monjtoribus bv ay ee + 
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to attack heaven rt/elf, and that our repeated crimes 
do not Juffer the God of heavento lay by his wrath- 
Jul thunder bolts. 

And Juvenal, as if he had underftood whai St 
Paul fays of the carnal mind, affirms that § Na- 
ture unchangeably fAixttends, yea runs back to wick- 
edne/s, 28 bodies to their center, 

Thus the very depofitions of the Heathens, in 
their lucid intervals, as well as their facrifices, 
prove the depravity and danger of mankind. 


XXX, ARGUMENT, 


And yet, O ftrange infatuation ! vain man will 
be wife, and wicked man pretends to be righ- 
teous! Far from repenting in the duft; he pleads 
his innocence, and claims the rewards: of i imagi- 
‘nary merit! Incredible as the affertion is, a thou- 
fand witneffes are ready to confirm it. 

Come forth ye natural fons of virtue, who with 
fcornful boafts attack the do@rine of man’s depra- 
vity : To drown the whifpers of reafon and ex- 
perience, foundeach your own crompeirs nabk 
God you “ are not as other men”+-Inform us 
you ‘* have a good heart,” and “ a.clear con- 
fcience;” affure us ‘you “ do-your dity, your 
endeavours, your beft endeavours” to pleafe. ‘the- 
author of your lives—Vow you “ never were: 


| oguil 
} Czlum ipfam petimus ftultitia ; neque. hes % 
Per noftrum patimur féelus. i 
Tracunda Jovem.ponere fulmina, ‘ 
§ Ad mores.matura PPM ip 


Damnatos.fixa et mutari nefeia.. 
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guilty of any crime, never did any harm”—And 
tell us you hope to mount to heaven, on the 
firong pinions of your “ good works, and pious 
refolutions.” 

When you have thus a&ted the Pharifee’s part 
before your fellow-creatures ; go to your Crea- 
tor, and aflume the charaéter of the Publican, 
Confefs with your lips, you are mz/erable inners, 
who have done what you ought not to have done, 
and left undone what you ought to have done pro- 
teft there is no health in you; complain the re- 
membrance of your fins ts grievous unto you, and 
the burden of them intolerable: But remember, 
O ye lelf-righteous Formalifts, that by this glar- 
ing inconfiftency, you give the ftrongeft proof 
of your unrighteoufnefs. You are neverthelefs 
modeft when compared with your brethren of the 
Romifh church. 

Thefe, far from thinking themfelves unprofita- 
ble fervants, fancy they are literally rigdteous 
over-much. Becoming merit-mongers they make 
a flock of their works of fupererogation, fet up 
fhop with the righteoufnefs they can {pare to 
others, and expofe to fale indulgences and par- 
dons out of their pretended treafury. Nor are 
there wanting fons of Simon who with ready 
money purchafe, as they think, not dvngs in 
the Church below; but, whichis far preferable, 

feats in the Church above, and good places at the 


heavenly court, 
Was 
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Was ever a robe of righteoufnefs (I had.almof 


faid a fool’s coat) fo coarfely woven by the flaves 
of impofture and avarice; and, fo dearly bought 
by the fons of fuperftition and credulity ? 

O ye {piritual Ethiopians, who paint your- 
felves all over with the corroding whe of bypo- 
erify, and after all are artful enough to put on 
the robe of humble modefiy—Ye that berrow vir- 
tue’s robes to procure admiration, and put on re- 
ligion’s cloak to hide your fhameful deformity— 
Ye that deal in external righteoufnefs, to carry 
on with better fuccefs the moft fordid > of alf 
trades, that of Szn; of the worft of fins, Prede ; 
of the worft pride, that which is /piritual—Ye 
numerous followers of thofe whom the Prophet of 
’ Chriftians called crafty Serpents, and foft brood 
of Vipers—Ye to whom he declared that publi- 
cans and harlots fhall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven before you; if I call you in laft.to prove 
‘the defperate wickednefs of the human heart, it 
- #8 not becaufe I efteem you the weakeft advocates 
of the truth I contend for, but becaufe you 
really are the ftrongeft of my witneffes. 

And ‘now, candid Reader, forget not plain 
matter of fa&; recolleét the evidence given by 
reafon ; pafs fentence upon thefe aft arguments 
which I have offered to thy confideration ; and 
fay, whether man’s difpofition and condu& to- 
wards his Creator, his fellow-creatures, and him- 
felf, does not abundantly prove that sp nae 
ture ina fallen and loft eftate. | 

. FOURTH 
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FOURTH PART. 


T HE preceding Arguments recommend 
themfelyves to the common fenfe of thinks 
ing Heathens, and the confcience of reafonable 
Deifts; as being all taken from thofe two amaz- 
ing Volumes which are.open to, and legible by, 
all; the World, and Man: The following are 
taken from a third Volume, the Brtle, defpifed 
by the wits of the age, merely becaufe they fludy 
and underftand it even lefs than the other two: 
“ The Bible! fays one of them with a fmile; 
fave yourfelfthe trouble of producing arguments 
drawnfrom that old legend, unlefs you firft des 
monftrate its authenticity by the noble faculty to 
which you appeal in thefe pages.” For the fake 
of fuch objeétors I here premile, by way of di- 
gréffion, a few ratiotal arguments to evince, as 
far as my contraéted plan will allow, the divine 
authority of the fcriptures. 


J. The facred pen-men, the Prophets and 
Apofiles, were boly excellent men, ancl would 
not; artleis illiterate men, and therefore could. 
not, lay the horrible fcheme of deluding mans 


Kind. The hope of gain did not influence or © 
ot 
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for they were felf-denying men that left all, to 
follow a Mafter who had not where to lay his head, 
and whofe grand initiating maxim was, Except a 
man for fake all that he hath, he cannot be my difct- 
ple. They were fo difinterefted, that they fecur- 
ed nothing on:earth but hunger and nakednefs, 
ftocks and prifons, racks and tortures; which in- 
ceed was all that they could, or did expeét in 
cenfequence of Chrift’s. exprefs declarations. 
Neither wasa defire of honour the motive of 
their aGtions; for their Lord himfelf was treated 
with the utmoft contempt, and had more than 
once aflured them, that they fhould* certainly 
fhare the fame fate; befides, they were humble 
men, net above working as mechanics for a 
coarfe maintenance, and {fo little defirous of hu- 
man regard, that they expofed to the world the 
meannefs of their birth and occupations, their 
great ignorance and fcandalous falls. Add to this 
that they were fo many, and lived at fuch diftance 
of time and place from-each other, that had they 
been impoftors, it would have been impra€lica- 
ble for them to contrive, and carry on a forgery 
without being dete¢ted.. And as they neither 
would nor could deceive the world, fo they nei- 
ther could nor would be deceived themfelves : 
For they:were days, months, and years, eye and 
ear-witneffes of the things which they relate ; 
and when they had not the the fulleft evidence 
of important fa€ts, they infifted upon new proofs, 
and even upon fenfible demonftrations; as for 

inftance © 
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ssinftance Thomas, in the matter of our Lord’s 
-refurreétion, John xx. 25. And to leave us'no 
room to gueftion their fincerity, moft of them 
~ joyfully fealed the truth of their do€trines with 
their own blood. Did fo many and fuch 
~.marks of veracity ever meet in any other au- 
~ thors?. 
2. But even while they lived, they confirmed 
» their teflimony by a variety of miracles, wrought 
in divers places, and for a number of years; 
fometimes before thoufands of their enemies, -as 
the miracles of Chrift and his difciples ; fome- 
times before hundreds of thoufands, as thofe of 
~ Mofes. Thefe miracles were fo well known and 
- attefted, that when both Chrift and Mofes ap- 
- pealed to their authenticity, before their bittereft 
‘oppofers, mentioning the perfons upon whom, 
‘as well as the particular times when, and the 
places where, they had been performed; the 
~faéts were never denied, but paffed over in fi- 
lence, or malicioufly attributed to the Prince of 
the Devils. By fuch a pitiful flander as this, Por- 
phyry, Hierocles,-Celfus, and Julian the Apof- 
tate, thofe learned and inveterate enemies of 
chriftianity, endeavoured (as the Pharifees had 
‘done before them) to fap the argument founded 
-upon the miracles of Chrift and his difciples. 
“80 fure then as God would never have difplayed 
N his 
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his arm.in the. moft * aftonifhing manner for the 
fupport of impoflure, the facred pen-men had 
their commuiffion from the Alnughty, and their 
writings are his dveng oracles. 

3- Reafon itfelf diétates, that nothing,but the 
plaineft matter of fa€t, could induce fo many 
thoufands of prejudiced and perfecuting Jews, to 
embrace the humbling, felf-denying doétrine of 
the crofs, which they fo much defpifed and ab- 
horred. Nothing but the cleareft evidence arif- 
ing from undoubted truth, could make multitudes 
of lawlefs, luxurious heathens receive, follow, 
and tranf{mit to pofterity the do€irine and writ- 
ings of the Apoftles; efpecially at a time when 
the vanity of their pretenfions to miracles, and 
the gift of tongues, could be fo eafily difcovered, 
had they been impofiors :—At a time when the 
profeflion of chriflianity expofed_perfons of all 
ranks to the greateft contempt, and moft immi- 
nent danger. In this refpeét the cafe of the pri- 
mitive chriftians widely differed from that of 
Mahomet’s followers: For thofe who adhered to 
the warlike, violent impoftor faved their lives and 
properties, or attained to honour, by, their new, © 


edly, 


* Once indeed the Lord permitted the Magicians of Reypt fo to. 
ufe their art, as to counterfeit for a time, fome of Mofes miracles; 
but it was only to make the authenticity of others more confpicu- 
ous; this being the happy effeét of the contefl, “when thofe mini- | 
fiers of Satan withdrew confounded, and forced to acknowledge 
that the finger of God was evidently difplayed through the rod of 
their antagonitt, 


Be se 


eafy, and flefh-pleafing religion: ‘But thofe who 
devoted themfelves to the meck, felf-denying, 
crucified Jefus, were frequently {porled of their 
goods, and cruelly put to death; or if they ef- 
caped with their lives, were looked upon as the 
very dregs of mankind. Add to this, that fome 
of the moft profound parts of the fcriptures were 
addreffed to the inhabitants of polite Greece and 
triumphant Rome, among t whom philofophy 
and literature, with the fine arts and the fciences, 
Were in the higheft perfeGtion; and who confe- 
quently were lefs liable to be the dupes of forgery 
and impofture. On the contrary, grofs igno- 
rance over[pread thofe countries where Mahomet 
firft broached his abfurd opinions, and propa- 
gated them with the fword: A fure fign this that 
the facred writers did not, like that impoftor, 
N 2 avail 


+ Not many Noble, not many Wife are called, fays the Apoftle ; ne- 
verthelefs fome of both, even at the rife of chriflianity, openly 
flood up for its truth. Among the noble.we find Jofeph a mem- 
ber of the great jewilh council, Dionyfius one of the Judges at 
Athens, and Flavius Clemens a Roman Senator; and among the 
wife, Quadratus, Ariflides, and Athenagoras, Athenian Philofo- 
fophers ; Clemens, Arnobius, Ammonius, Anatolius, &c. men 
of great learning at Alexandria ; and at Rome Juftin martyr and 
Tertullian, both famous apologilts for the religion of Jelus, the 
fatter of whom in the fecond century told the Roman Governors, 
that their corporations, councils, and armics, and the Emperor's 
palace, were full of chriftians ; Nor is this improbable, fince fo 
early as St. Paul’s days the Saints of Cefar’s houfehold faluted thofe of 
‘the Roman Provinces. Phil. iv. 22. How credulous are they 
“who can believe that perfons of fuch rank and learning could be 
deluded by jewish fifhermen into the worthip of a crucified Im- 


fottor | 
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avail themfelves of the ignorance, weaknefs,.and * 
helplef{nefs of their followers to impofe falfehood 


upon them. 
4. When the authenticity of the qhiracles was 


attefled by thoufands of living witnelles, religi- 
ous rites were inflituted ard performed by hun- 
dreds of thoufands, agreeable to feripture injunc- 
tions, in order to perpetuate that authenticity. . 
And thefe folemn ceremonies have ever fince 

been kept up in all parts of the world; the Paf- 

ever by. the Jews, in remembrance of Mofes’” 
miracles in Egypt; and the Eucharaft by Chrifti- 

ans, as-a.memorial of Chrift’s death, and the 

miracles that accompanied it, fome of which are 

recorded by Phlegon the Trallian, an heathen 

hiftorian. 

5» The Scriptures have not only the external © 
fan&tion of miracles, but the internal ftamp of 
the omnifcient God. by a variety of prophecies, 

fome of which have already been moft exaétly 
confirmed by, the event prediéted; witnefs the 
rife and fall of the four grand monarchies ac- 
‘cording to Daniel’s prophecy, chap. ii and vii; 
and the deftru€tion of Jerufalem foretold by - 
» Chrift, Matt. xxiv. 2. And others are’ every ~ 
day fulfilled in the face of infidels, particularly 
the perfecution of the real difciples of Chrift in 
our own times, as well as in all ages: See Matt. 
x. 22, 35. John xv. 20. and Gal. iv. 29; and 

' the prefent, miferable fate of the Jews, fo ex« 
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a€tly defcribed by Mofes above three thoufand 
years ago. See Deut, xxviii. 65. 

6. This fcattered, defpifed people, the irre- 
concileable enemies of the Chriftians, keep with 
amazing care the old teflament, full of the pro- 
phetic hiftory of Jefus Chrift, and by that means 
afford the world a flriking proof that the new 
teftament is true; and Chriftians in their turn 
fhow that the old teftament is, abundantly con- 
firmed and explained by the new. The Earl of 
Rochefter, the great wit of the laft century, was 
fo ftruck with this proof, that upon reading the 
534 chap. of Ifaiah, with floods of penitential 
tears he lamented his former infidelity, and 
warmly embraced the faith which he had fo pub- 
Jicly ridiculed. 

7. To fay nothing of the venerable antiquity 
and wonderful prefervation of thofe books, fome 
‘of which are by far the moft ancient in the 
world; To pafs over the inimitable fimplicity or 
true fublimity of their {tile ; they carry with them 
fuch charaéters of truth as command the refpeét 
of every unprejudiced reader. 

They open to us the myftery of the creation,. 
the nature of God, angels, and man, the immor- 
tality * of the foul, the end for which we were 
; N 3 made,, 

* It is remarkable that the wifeft hcathens,.with all their phi- 
ery feidom attainedéto a full affurance of the immortality of 
foul. Cicero himfelf fays: Nefcio quomodo, dum lego affen+ 
tior ; cm pofui librum, ‘et mecum ipfe de immortalitate animo.- 


rum cerpi cogitare, afleptio omnis ila clabitur. Tule, Queits. 
Lib.1-. 
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made, the origin and conneétion. of moral and 
natural evil, the vanity of this world and the 
glory of the next. There we fee infpired 
{hepherds, tradefmen, and fifhermen furpaffing as 
much the greateft philofophers, as thefe did the 
herd of mankind, both in meeknefs of wifdom 
and fublimity of doétrine There we, admire 
the pureft morality in the world, agreeable tothe - 
diétates of found reafon, confirmed by the wit- 
nefs which God has placed for himfelf in our 
breaft, and exemplified i in the lives of men of like 
paflions with ourfelves There we difcover = 
vein of ecclefiaftical hiftory and theological truth, 
confiftently running through a colleétion of fixty. 
fix different books, written by various authors, 
in different languages, during the fpace of above - 
1500 years———There we find, asin a deep and 
pure fpring, all the genuine drops and ffreams of — 
fpiritual knowledge, which can poflibly be met 
with in the largeft libraries There the work- 
‘ings of the haman heart are defcribed, ina man- 
ner that demonftrates the infpiration of the fearch- 
er of héarts——There we have a particular ace 
count of all our {piritial maladies with their va- 
rious fymptoms, and the method of a ‘certain 
eure; a cure that has been witneffed by millions 
‘of martyrs and ‘départed faints, and is now enjoy- 
ed by thoufands of good men, who would account 
it an honour to feal the truth of the {criptures 
with their own blood—There you meet with the 
nobleft {trains of penitential and joyous devotion, 


adapted 
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adapted to the difpofitions and ftates of all tram - 
vellers to Sion——-And there you read thofe 
awful threatnings and chearing promifes, which 
are daily fulfilled in the confciences of men,.to 
the admiration of believers, and the aftonifhment 
of attentive infidels. 

8. The wonderful: efficacy of the Scriptures is 
another proof that.they are of God. » When they 
are faithfully-opened by his miniftersy and power- 

‘fully-applied by his Spirit, they wound andheal, 
they Aill and make-alives: they alarm the carelefs, 
-enrage the wicked, dire& the lol, fupport the 
tempted, ftrengthen..the weak, comfort mourn- 
ers, aud nourifh pious fouls.. As the woman of 
Samaria faid of Jefus, Come /ee a man that told 
me-all that ever I did: Is not this the Chrift! 
Good men can fay of the Bible, “ Come, fee a 
Book that told me all that was.in my heart, and 
acquainted me withthe various trials and dangers 
I have met with in my fpiritual travels ; a boak 
whereI have found thofe truths, which, like a di- 
vinely iempered {word, have cut my way through 
all the {nares and forces of my fpiritual adverfa- 
ries; and by whole dire€étions my foul has happily 
entered the paradife of divine and brotherly love, 
Which I now enjoy ;. Is not this the book of 
God?” : 

g- To conclude: It is exceedingly remarka- 
ble, that the more humble and holy people are; 
the more they read, admire, and value the fcrip- 


tures: aH on the contrary, the more felf conceit- 
ed,.., 


[-- 132 J 


ed, worldly-minded, and wicked ; the more they 
negleét, defpife, and afperfe them. 

As for the objeétions which are raifed again ft 
their perfpicuity and confiftency, thofe who are 
both pious and learned know, that they are generale 
ly founded on prepoffeffion, and the want of under- 
flanding in fpiritual things ; or on our ignorance 
of feveral cuftoms, idioms, and circumftances, 
which were perfeétly known when thofe books 
were written. Frequently alfo the zmmaterial 
error arifes merely from a wrong punétuation, 
or a miftake of copiers, printers or tranflators; as 
the daily difcoveries of pious critics, and ingenu- 
ous confeflions of imprejudiced inquirers, abun- 
dantly prove. 

After this fhort demonftration of the divine 
authority of the Seriptures, I may, confiftently 
with the plan of ax Appeal to Reafon, produce 
from them afew more arguments, to prove the- 
original depravity and loft eftate of mankind.. 


XXXL ARGUMENT. 


The fpiritual life of the foul confifls in its. 
union with God, as the natural life of the body. 
does in its union with the foul: And as poifon. 
and the.fword kill the latter, fo unbelief eS fin. 
deftroy the former. 

The firft man was endued with this double life: 3 
God, fays the divine hiftorian, breathed into him 
the breath of lives, and he became a living body. 

and, . 


r 
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and a living /oud:.He had both an animal life in * 

common with beafts; and a fpiritual life in com- 

mon with angels. St. Paul, who calls this ange- 

tical life the life of God, intimates that it confifted * 
both zz that experimental-fnow/edge of our Crea- 

tor, wherein, fays our Church, “ ftandeth our 

everlafting life,” and-in righteou/ne/i and true 

holine/s, the moral and -moft glorious image ,of © 

the fupreme Being. 

To fuppofe man was created void of this effen- 
tial knowledge and holy love, is to fuppofe he 
came very wicked out of the hands of the Parent 
of all good: For what is a rational creature that - 
neither Anows nor /oves his Creator, but a mone ~ 
fer of flupidity and ingratitude, a wretch aftu-: 
ally dead to God and deferving prefent death? ~ 

When the Lord therefore faid to man, in-the 
day that thou eateft thereof, that is, in. the day 
that thou finneft, thou /halt /urely die, it was as if ~ 
he had faid: “ In that very day, fin fhall affur- 
edly feparate between thee. and the God of thy 
life: Thou fhalt certainly lofe the glorious view 
which thou haft of my boundlefs goodnefs and 
infinite perfetions: Thou fhalt infallibly quench 
the fpirit of ardent love, and ftop the breath of 
delightful praife, by which thou liveft both to - 
my glory and thy comfort: And thy foul dead 
in-tre/paffes and fins, Shall remain in the filthy 
prifon of a mortal body, till death breaks it open . 
toremove thee to thy own place.” ; 

And ! 
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And was not this Adam’s cafe after his fall ?* 
Did he not snow that he was naked, ftript of 
the glorious image of his Creator? Did not guilty 
Jkame immediately prompt him to Azde and pro- 
teét, as well as he could, his degenerate and in- 
feebled body ? Devoid of the ardent love which 
he felt for God, and the pure delight he enjoyed 
in him, was not he left the wretched prey of tor- 
menting fears 2? Did he not evidence his hatred 
of his heavenly Benefaétor, by dreading, his 
voice, and flying from him as haftily as he 

fhould have fled from the infernal ferpent ?: : 
Was he not deprived of the knowledge by 
which, at firft fight, he difcovered the nature of 
Eve, and gave to all living creatures names ex 
preflive oftheir refpeétive properties >—Was he 
not, I fay, deprived of that intuitive knowledge 
and excellent wifdom, when he foolifhly hed ham- 
Sef among the trees from his all-feeing, omnipre- 
fent Creator? And is it not evident that he was: 
loft to all fenfe of filial fear towards God, and 
conjugal love towards Eve, when, inftead of 
felf-accufations, penitential confeflions, and ear- 
neft pleas for mercy, he fhewed nothing at his 

trial but fubbornnefs, malice, and infolence ? 

‘Such was the flate of corruption into which: 
Adam had deplorably fallen, before he multiplied 
the human {pecies. Now, according to the in- 
variable laws of Providence, an upright, holy 
nature can no more proceed from a fallen, finful 
que, than gentle lambs can be begotten by fierce 
tigers, 
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“tigers, or harmlefs doves by. venomous ferpents:: 
“Common fenfe therefore, and natural philofophy 
-di€tate, that.our firft ‘Parents could not commu- 
nicate the angelical life which they had loft, nor 
“impart to their-children.a better nature than their 
‘own; and that their depravity is as much.ours 
“by nature, as the fiercenefs of the firft lion, is 
‘the natural property of all the lions inthe world. 
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I. Should it be: faid that.‘ this doétrine ree 
fleis on the attributes of God, who, as the wife 
and gracions Governor of the world, fhould 
shave forefeen and prevented the fall of Adam :” 

Ianfwer: (1) God made man in his image, 
part of which confifts in free agency, or a power 
to determine his own ations. And. if creating 
a free agent is not repugnant to divine wifdom 
and goodnefs ; the wrong choice or fin of a free 
agent, can be no impeachment of thofe perfec- 
tions in the Deity *. 

‘(2:) Sup- 
* God anfwers thus for himfelf in Milion. 
Man will fall, 

He and his faithlefs progeny. Whofe fault ? 

Whofe bat his own? Ingrate! he had of me 

All he could have: I made him juft and right, 

Scfficient to have ftood, tho’ free to fall, 

Such 1 created all th’ ethereal Pow'rs; 

Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell who fell. 

Not free, what proof could they have giv’n fincere 


| OF truc allegiance, conflant faith or love, 
Where 


Ce ae 
4) Siopate than, had fot beg emia with 
freedom of choice, he would only have ranked 
‘among~admirable machines, and nothing could — 
~ have been more abfurd’ than to place him in a 
flate of probation. And *fuppofe, when he was 


. in that flate, divine power had irrefiftibly turned 
~ the 


~“Where only what they needs mu/? do, appear’d; 
‘ Not what they would ? What praife could they receive ? 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid, 
When will and reafon (reafon alfo is choice) 
~Ufelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoil’d, 
.- Made paffive both, had ferv’d neceffity, 
. Not me?.+They therefore as to right belong’d, 
So were created, nor can juftly accufe 
Their Maker, or their making, or their fate: 
~As if predefination over-rul’d 
_ Their will, difpos’d by abfolute decree, 
“Or high fore-knowledge.» They themfelves decreed 
Their own revolt, not J: if I fore Knew, 
+ Fore-knowledge had no influence on their fault, 
. Which had no lefs prov’d certain unforeknown. 
Young expreffes the fame fentiment with his peculiar boldnefs 
and energy. 
Blame not'the bowels‘of the® Deity: 
-Man fhall ‘be blefs’d as far as man permits. 
Not man alone, all rationals, Heav’n arms - 
With an illuftrious, but tremendous, pow’r 
To counter-aét its own moft gracijus ends; - ol 
And this of {tri neceflity not choice : + 
That pow’r deny’d, men, angels were no more, 
But paflive engines, void of praife or blame. 
Heav’n at's our happinefs, allows our doom : 
Invites us ardently, but not compels ; 
Heav’n but perfuades, almighty man decrees ;_ 
Man is the maker of immortal fates. ae es 


Man falls by man, if finally he falls. je fh 
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‘the feale of his will to obedience, the trial would 
have been prevented, and:the counfel of divine 
wildom foolithly defeated. 

. (3-) God did-all that a wife and good Ruler of 
rational andfreecreatures could do to.prevent fin. 
He placed in Adam’s heart, a vigorous principle™ 
of holinefs: He granted him fuflicient frength 
to continue in obedience : He indulged him with 

~ his bleifed prefence-and converfe, to encourage 
him in the way of duty: He ftriG@ly forbad him 
to fin: He enforced the prohibition by the fear- 
ful threatning of death: He promifed to crown 
his continuance in holinefs, with a glorious im- 
mortality; and gave him ¢he tree of life asa pledge 
of this ineftimable bleffing. To have gone far- 
ther, would have been entirely inconfiftent with | 
his wifdom: an abfolute reftraint being as con- 

"trary to the liberty of amoral agent, and the na- 
‘ture of the divine law; as chaining down an 
tharmlefs man, that he may not commit murder, 
‘is contrary to the freedom of Engliihmen, .and 
the lawsiof this realm. Nor, can we, either with 
reafon -or decency, complain that God did not 
make'us perfeéily and abfolutely immutable, like 
himfelf: This*is charging him with folly, for not 
‘enduing us with infinite wifdom, and knowledge 
-every way. boundlefs; thats, for not making us 
gods inftead of men. 

(4.) In café man ‘fell, divine mercy had de- 
sereed his recovery by Jefus Chrift: And when 
the vahese hes Redeemer fhall have brought life 

O 
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out of death, and light out of darknefs, the myl- 
terious drama of creation and redemption, of 
which we fee but one or two/aéts, ‘will appear, 
even to’our objeétors, every way worthy a its 
ms toes wife ae spent Authors: a) : 

II. In the mean ‘time dished will fill 1 ae pehde 
“ Adam’s poiterity (then unborn) could enna 
partake of the confequences of his tranfgrefhon,” 
But, {hall cavils overthrow matter of fa&? Do 
not we fee in every unrenewed perfon, ‘thewin-’ 
belief, pride, finful curiofity, Menfuality,./ and’ 
alienation from God, to which our firft parents 
were fubjected at their fall? Do not women bear: 
children with forrow as well- as Eve? Is the 
ground lefs curfed for us than for Adam? And 
do not we toil, fuffer,. and die as: he did ? If this 
order of things were unjwt, would ‘the righteous 
God have permitted its coritinuanee-to the pre- © 
fent time? Befides, 

Adam contained in bimfelf, asin miniature, © 
all bis pofterity. ‘The various notions ofmien) ‘ 
- are nothing’ but different branches growing from: 
that original root. They are Adam, or Man, ex-. 
ifling at large’; as the branches of a fpréading 
oak, with all the acorns that have grown upon, ~ 
and dropned from then during a lang fucceffion of 
fummers, are nothing but the original acorn, un- 
folding and’ multiplying itfelf with all its efféntial 
properties. It is then as ridiculons to wonder,— 
that the fons of depraved Adam fhould Sata 


- 
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be depraved, as that an acorn. fhould naturally 
produce an oak, and a poifonous root a malig- 
ant plant. Again, 

Adam. was the general head, reprefentative, 
sand father of mankind; and we ifuffer for his 
rebellion /egally,; as the children of thofe who 
have fold themfelves for flaves are born in a ftate 
of wretched flavery, and as the defcendents of a 
noble traitor lofe the title by their anceftor’s 
_erime: Naturally, as the fons of a bankrupt fuf- 
“fer poverty for their father’s extravagance, or as 
Gehazt’s leprofy clave to lam and hes feed for ever : 
And unavoidably, as an unborn child fhares the 
fate of his unhappy mother, when fhe inadyer- 

_tently poifons, or defperately ftabs herfelf. 


Mi “ But,” fay, the fame objeétors, “ tanpal- 
Ang it be granted | that. we are naturally depraved; 
_yet if our depravity is -patural, it is neceflary ; 
“and we are no more J/ameable for it than lions 
for their fiercenefs,: or. Ethiopians for their black 
complexion.” 

(1. ); Our objeftors would not, iT prefume, be 
ussaticod to infinuate by * blameabte,” that our 
depravity does not render us detettable in the 
eyes of an holy God, or that it is not in itfelf 
blame-worthy. Do they Jefs diflike the com- 
plexion of the Ethiopians, or lefs deteft the de- 
flrudtive rage ‘of lions becanfe it is “natural to 
them? Ifmeral ‘dilpofitions, ceafed to be, worthy 
of praife or difpraife,,.as foon as they arerooted, 

Oa, orl hatural, 
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natural, and morally neceffary, what abfurd con- 
fequences would follow! Sinners would become 
guiltlefs by arriving at compleat impenitency ; 
and God could’ not be praiféd for his holinefs, 
nor Satan difpratfed for his finfulnefs; holinefs 
being as effential to God, by the abfolute per- 
fe€tion of his nature, as fin is neceffary” to the 
devil, by the unconquerable habit which he has 
contracted. 
(2-) Should they mean, that ““we are not an- 
_fwerable or acccountable for our depravity ; I re- 
ply, Though T fhould grant (which T am very far 
from doing +) that we are no way accountable for 
our moral infeétion, yet it cannot be denied that 
we are anfwerable for our obflinate refufal of re- 
lief, and for the wilful negleét of. the means 
found out by divine mercy for our cure. Can 
we juftly charge God with our misfortune or 
guilt in this refpe& ? Do not parents, by the law 
of nature, reprefent their unborn potfterity ? If. 
Adam ruined us by a common tranfgreffion; has 
not Chrift, the fecond Adam, provided for us a 
common falvation? Jud. 3. Heb. il. 3s Tf by the 
offence 
+ Mikon introduces Adam {peaking this! Y 


Ah why fhould all mankind, A 
For one man’s fault, thus guiltlefs be condemn’d, 
If guiltlefs ? But from me what ‘can proceedy 
Butall corrupt, both mind and will, depray lags + 
Not to do only, but to will the fame 
With me ? How can they then acquitted Rand 
In fight of God ? Him after alldifputes 9 9 9) + 
Forc’d [ abfolve, 
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“offence of one (Adam) judgment came “aporwill men 
26 condemnation; bythe righteou/ne/s of one ( Jefus) 2s 

not the free gift come upon all men to juftefication of 
life? Rom. v.18.» And fince God has declared, 
that The fonjfhall not bear the:iniquity of the father 
“beyond the fhort period of this trawfitory life, if 
any fuffer after death, is it! not entirely for their 
‘own unbelief, and peculiar fins? + Compare 
John diis'¥8, 19. and Mari xvi. 16, But what 

follows ‘compleatly is Shek our Creator’s Bret 

nefs.: lad ’ 

“ (3:) Do fin’ and mifery séotind by our fall im: 
Adam? Grace and’ glory abound much more by 
our redemption in Jefus Chrift, Rom. v. 20.. And 
“it muft be owing to our own perverfenefs, 
or our own negligence, (fays the ingenious 
‘Hervey with great, truth) if we do not levy 
a tax, HPS? our. Tofs,, and rife even by, our 

oO 3 ; ‘fall. 27 
+ Milton intraduces God {peaking thusto the Meffiah, 
Man fhall not quite be Joft, but fay’d who will, 
Yet not of will im him, but grace in me 
Freelyvoudhfaf'd's once more I willrenew! \ 
His lapfed pow’rs— yet oace more he thall ftand; 
i On even ground againft his mortal foe, 
“By me upheld—Be thou in Adam's room 
The head’ of all ‘mankind, tho? Adam’ Sfon.. 
As in him perifh’ all men, ini thee, | rin 
As from a fecond root, “Tali be reftor’d 
As many as are reftor’d, “without thee none, 
His crimes make guile atl his fons; thy: merit. ’ 
Senputed Dll sbfelveThdch si renounce” ” 
Their own both’ righ teous, and ay meta deeds 
_ And | live in thee’ deaahad: ‘and fiomthee 
~ Receivenew lifes 
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fall.’ This leaves us not, thé leaf fhadow of 
reafon, to complain of the divine proceedings re- 
fpefting us. 

We may then conclude that a moral Branity. 
which comes upon us by the wilful choice of a 
parent, in whom we feminally and federally ex- 
ifted—a depravity which cleaves to us by an ob- 
flinate negle€t of the infinitely precious means 
provided to remove it—a depravity which works 
now by our own perfonal choice, and to.which 
we daily give our affent by the free commifhion 
of fins that are avoidable, leaves us not only ac~ 
countable, but imexcu/able before Gods 


IV. However the advocates for the natural 
purity of the human race (endeavouring t to clog 
with difficulties, what they cannot difprove to 
be matter of faét) ftill affert, “ As we have our 
fouls immediately from God, if we are born fin- 
ful, he muft either create finful fouls, which 
cannot be fuppofed without impiety; or fend 
finlefs fouls into finful bodies, to be defiled-by the 
unhappy union, which is as inconfiftent with his 
goodnefs as his juftice. Add to this, fay the 

7 __ objeftors, 

+ Creations great fuperior, man, is thine; cae 

Thine is Redemption. How thould this great thithy 

Raife man o’cr man, and kindle feraphs here! 

Redemption! "Twas Creation more fublime 5 SS Sa 

Redemption! ’Twas the labour of the tkies; > ey 

Far more than labour—It was death i in, heav’ 

Atruth fo ftrange! "Twere bold to ike 


Ufnot far bolder fill to difbelieve, | yy 
: Nise, 
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objeftors, that nothing can be more unphilofo- 
phical than to fuppofe, that a body, a mere Jump 
of organized matter, is able to communicate to a 
pure fpirit that moral pollution, of which itfelf 
is a3 incapable as the murderer’s {word is incapa- 
~ble of cruelty.” 
- This fpecious objection, which Dr. Watts’ ac- 
‘knowledges to be “ the very chief point of dif- 
ficulty, in all the controverfies about original 
fin,” is wholly founded upon the vulgar notion, 
that we have our fouls immediately from God by 
infufion: It will therefore imtirely. fall to the 
‘ground, if we can prove, that we receive them, 
-as wellas our bodies, by traduétion from Adam ; 
And that this is fa&t, appears by the following ar- 
-guments. 

1. We have no ground from {cripture or rea- 
fon to think, that adulterers can, when they pleafe, 
put God upon creating new fouls to animate the 
{purious fruit of their crime. On the contrary 
it is faid, that God refed on the Jeventh day from 
ALL his work of creation. 

_ (2.) Eve herfelf was not created! but in Adam : 
-God breathed no breath of life into her, as he 
did into her hufband to make him a “ving foul. 
Therefore when Adam faw her, he faid : /he /hall 
be called woman, becaufé she (her whole felf, not 
her body only] was taken out of man. If then 
the foul of. the firft woman. {prang, from Adam’s 
foul, as her body from his body ; what reafoa 
have we to believe that the fouls of her pofterity 

are. 
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are immediately *infofed, as) Adan’s. wal when 
God created him ? 

(g-) All agree, that under God: we receive life 
from our parents; and. if life; then! ‘certainly our 
foul,, which is the principle of life... os. 

(4.) Other animals have power to propagate 
their own f{pecies after 2ts\ kend . they gan: gene- 
rate animated, bedies: Why fhould man be bat 
half a father? When did God flint him to pro- 
pagate the mere fhell of bis perfon, the body 
without the foul ? Was) iit' when Ae, bleffed him, 
and faid, Be fruitful and multiply 2? When hie 
{poke thus, did: he not addrefs himfelf tothe 

foul, as well as to the body? Cam the » body 
alone either underftand or execute a command? 
Is it not on the contrary highly reafonable to con- 
clude, that, by virtue ‘of the divine appoimtment 
and blefling, the whole man can: be, fruitfal and 
multiply ; and the. foul, under proper circum. 
fiances, can generate afoul, as a thought begets 
a thought; and can kindle the flame of life, as 
one taper lights another; without weakening’ its 
immortal fubftance, any more than God! the Fa.. 
ther (if I may be allowed: the comparifon)inipatrs. 
the divine effence» by the eternal rat acapong 
his only begotten Som uf, dete mdierd) - 

(5-) Again, Mofes sifcramnewh, lostalides lade 
begat a fon inhasownlikenc/s, and after hisimages 
But had he generated a body without!a foul, “he 
would not have begodten a'fon in his own tehenefs, 
fince he was not a mere'mortal body} but a fallen, 
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embodied fpirit.. Compare Gen. v. 3. with xlvi« 
26.' | 

* But upon this fcheme, will objeétors fay, 
if Adam was converted when he begat a fon, he. 
begat a converted foul.” This does by no means 
follow; for 1f he was born of God after his fall, 
it was by grace through farth, and not by nature ’ 
through generation : he could not therefore com- 
‘municate his fpiritual regeneration by natural 
genefation, any more than a great f{cholar can 
propagate his learning together with his fpecies. 

Should it be again objeéted, that “ ‘The foul 
is not generated, becaufe the f{criptures declare, 
~The Lord ts the Father of the fpirits of all flefh, and 
The /pirit returns to God who gave it :’ I anfwer, 
It is alfo written, that Job and David were fear. 

Sully made and fafhioned by the hands of God in-the 
womb; that he formed Feremiah in the belly ; and 
that we are the offspring of him who made of one 
blood all nations of men. Now if the latter {crip- 
tures do not exclude the interpofition of parents 
in the formation of their children’s bodies, by 
what rule of criticifm or divinity can we prove, 
that the former exclude that interpofition in the 

‘produ€tion of their fouls ? 

Nor can materialifts, who have no ideas of 
generation, but fuch as are grofs and carnal, like 
their own fyftem, with any fhadow of reafon in- 

fer, that “if the foul is generated with the body, 

“it will alfo perith with it:” For diffolution is fo 


far from being a neceffary confequence of the 
fpiritual 
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fpiritual generation Jof fouls, that. it Would not fe 
much as have followed the genefation of our bo- 
dies, if Adam had not brought; indo the world, 
and death by fin.-Again, if wheat, a material feed, 
which grows, out of the fame: earthly clod, with 
the chaff that enclofes it, cam fubfift unimpaired, 

when that mean cover is deftroyed; how much 
more.can the foul (that fpiritual, vital, heavenly 
power, which is of a nature fo vaftly fuperior to- 
the bodyin which it is confined) continueto exift, 

when flefh and. blood are returned,to, tind na- 
tive duft! 

I may then, notwiiblandine all obje tions re- 
fume the conclufion of my argument, and af. 
firm, that if Adam corrupted the fountain of hu- 
man nature in himfelf; we, the ftreams, cannot 
but be.naturally corrupted. 


XXXII ARGUMENT. 


- God being a Spirit, reafon and eealanon 

jointly inform us, that his law is /piritual, and ex- 

tends to our thoughts, and tempers, as well as to 

our words. and Seal At all times, and 1 in all 

places, it forbids every thing that is fin ful, or: 

has the leaft tendency to fin; it commands all 

that is excellent, and enjoins it to be done i in the 

utmoft perfe€lion. 

. Therefore, if we have: not always. trailed Sa 

delighted: in God; more than in. all, shinga, a 
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perfons; if for one inftant we have loved, or 
feared, the creature more. than the Creator; we, 
fave had another God befides the Lordi). Col. 
iii g. Phil. iii, a9 —Have we once omitted to 
adore him in /pirtvand in truth inwardly, or. at 
any time worfhipped him without becoming ve- 
meration outwardly ; we have tranfgrefled as if 
we had dowed to a graven image, John iv. 24.—., 
‘Though perjury and imprecations fhould never 
shave defiled our lips; yet, if ever we mentioned 
‘God’s trenvendous name thoughtlefsly, of irreve- 
rently in prayer, reading, or converfation, we 
have taken it in vain, and the fearcher of hearts, 
will not hold us guiltlefs. Phil. ii. 10.—And if it, 
has not been our conflant praftice and.delight to 
enter his courts with praife, and Spend the whole 
fabbath in his bleffed fervice, we have polluted 
that facred day, and the guilt of prophanenefs 
may jultly be charged upon us. Ta. liii. 13. 
Did we ever fhew any difrefpe& to our fupe- 
riors, or unkindnefs to our equals and inferiors; 
we have violated the precept that commands us 
to honour all men, and be punétual.in the dif 
charge of all focial and-relative daties. 1 Pet. 11, 
17.—Did we ever ‘weaken our conflitution by 
excefs, ‘flrike our neighbour in anger, wound) 
his charaéter with an injurious word, or only 
fuffer hatred to rife in our breaft againft him; _ 
we have committed’a fpecies of murder; for, , 
Hthofoever frall fay to his brother, Thou fool, 
Shall be in retail of hellfire; and eer 
atet 
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bateth his. brother ts a murderer, Matt. v. 28. 
1 John iii. 15.—Are we the friends of the world, 
an apofile brands us with the name of Adulterers, 
becaufe we are falfe to our heavenly Bridegroom, 
James iv. 4. And if we have only looked on a 
woman'to luft after her, Chrift declares, that we 
have committed adultery with her alreadyin our 
‘heart, Matt. v. 28.—Have we -overcharged our 
cuftomers, exaéled upen-any one in our bargains, | 
infifted on a full falary for work done by halves, 
defraudedithe ‘king of any part of his taxes, or 
taken‘advantage of the neceffity and ignorance of 
others to: get by their lofs, we fwell ‘the numer- 
ous tribe of reputable thieves and ‘genteel rob- 
bers, Matt. xxii, 21.—Negle€ting to keep our 
word and baptifmal vow, or {peaking an untruth, 
is bearing fal/e witne/s againft our neighbour, our- 
felves, or Chrift, who tiles himfelf the truth, 
Rev. xxii. 15.—And giving place to a fretful,’ 
difcontented thought, or an irregular, envious 
‘defire, is a breach of that fpiritual precept which 
‘made St. Paul fay, J had not known Luft, or a 
wrong defire, to be fin, except the law had ‘pcm 
Thou fhalt not covet, Rom. vil. 7. 

Such being the extreme fpitituality of sib ue, 
‘who can plead, that he is not guilty of breaking 
one, or even all, of the ten commandments? 
And if we have broken them all, either in their 
literal or {piritual meaning, and are threatened’ for 
every tranfgreffion with a curfe: fuitables tothe 
~ Lawgiver’s infinite majefty, who can conceive the 
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sreatnefs’ of our guilt and danger? Till’ we find 
a fanétuary under the fhadow of a Saviour’s 
wings, are we not as liable to the ftrokes of di- 
vine vengeance, as a felon, guilty of breaking all 
the ftatutes of his country, is liable to the ; pe~ 
_nalty of human laws? 

If this is not the eatei there is no. juftice in 
the court of heaven, and the laws given with fo 
_much terror from the, Almighty’s throne, like 
the.ftatutes of children, or the Pope’s bulls, ate 
only bruta fulmina, words. without effect, and 
thunders without lightnings. 

Some indeed flatter themfelves, that ‘ the 
law, fince the gofpel difpenfation, abates much 
of its demands of perfeé love.” But their hope 
is equally unfupported by reafon and fcripture. 
The law is; the, eternal rule of right, the moral 
_ piéture of the God of holinefs and love., It can 
_no more vary, than its eternal, unchangeable 
original, The, Lord will not alter the thing that 
_t5 gone out of has mouth. We muft ceafe to be 
_what he is, before his law can lofe its power to 
bind either men or angels; and ‘all creatures fhall 
_ break fooner than it hall bend; for if it com- 
mands us only to love God with all our heart, 
and our neighbour as ourfelves, what. juft abate~ 
ment can be made in: fo equitable a precept ? 
. Therefore man, who: breaks the righteous law of 
God as naturally as he breathes, is and muft 
continue, under its fearful curfe, till he has 

wee LP gO. is 4t fecured 
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Nor is the gofpel itfelf without its threatnings; 
for if the Lord, on the one hand, “ opens the 
‘ kingdom of heaven to all believers ;”*he declares, 
on the other, that they al/ hall be damned who be- 
lieve not the truth, when it is propofed to'them 
with fufficient evidence; and that he who believ- 
eth not 7s condemned. already, BECAUSE he hath 
‘not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. 2 Thef. ii. 12. John iii. 18. From'thefe 
awful declarations, I draw the following: = 
ment.) Lag jf 

If faith is fo éffentill a virtue, how depraved 
and wretched is man, who is fo exceffively low 
of heart to believe the things that concern his 'fal- 
vation! Matter of faét daily proves, that we rea- 
dily - Admit ‘the evidence of men, while we pe- 
remptorily rejeét the teflimony of God: Com- 
modore’ Byron’s extraordinary account ‘of ‘the 
giants in Patagonia is every where received: But 
that of Jefus Chrift, concerning thofe' who walk 
in the broad way to de, ieee > is too generally 
difregarded. Matt. vii. 19. 

On reading in a news-paper an anonymous 
Jetter from Naples, we believe, that rivets—of 
‘liquid fire flow from the convulfed bowels of ‘a 
“mountain, and form burning lakes in the adjacent 

plains : 
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plains :.But, if:we read in_ the {cripture, that 
Tophet, the burning lake, 2s prepared of ald. for 
the impenitent, we beg leave to with-hold our 
affent ;,and unlefs divine grace preyents, we muft 
fall in, and feel, or we will not believe. - Tfaiah 
XXX. 33> 

Who that. has Saen a map of Africa, ever 
doubted, whether. there is fuch a kingdom as that, 
of Morocco, though he. never faw it, or any of 
its natives? But who that has perufed the gofpel, 
never doubted, whether the dingdom of heaven 
within us, or that ftate of raghteou/ne/s, peace, and. 
joy-in the Holy Ghoft, which God opens to be- 
lievers upon earth, is not a,mere imagination? 
Though Chrift himfelf invites us to. it; and many 
pious perfons, not only teftify they enjoy it, 
but aétually thew, its bleffed fruits, in heavenly 
tempers, a blamelefs life, a triumphant death. 
Mark, 14. Luke xvii, 21. Rom. xiv. 17. Rev. 
i. 6. 

». With, what readinefs do. we depend upon an 
honef man’s promife, efpecially if it is reduced 
intoya bond? But with what reluétance do we 
rely on the many great and precious promi/es of 
God, confirmed by an oath, delivered before the 
moft unexceptionable witneffes, and fealed with 
the blood of Jefus Chrift ? 2 Pet.i. 4 2 Cor. i. 
20. Heb, vi. 17. 

_ And ye, numerous tribes of patients, how do 
ye ihame thofe who call themfelves Chriftians ! 
So entire is the truft which you repofe upon.a 

Pe phyfician’s 
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pliyfician’s advice, whom perhaps you Nave Teen! 
only but once) that you immediately abfldinfrérm 
your: pleafant food, and: regularly! take! medi- 

~ cines, °which;*for iwhat: you‘ knows’ may be ‘as: 
injurious «to 2y6ur' omach, “as they’ aresffenfive’ 
to your palate: But we, who profefs Chriftianiv- 
ty, generally quarrel’with ‘Chrit’s" ‘preferiptins ; ; 
and if we do» notiunderftarid the nature’ of are: 
medy whith he recommends, ‘we’ think’this is a 
fuflicient reafon for refafing it!’ From Chritt 
onlyif we’ can: me ity we! gens ee 
upon truft, a 
~One falfe wy haeks is' Often fated to’ make: 
us believes thata neighbour vows to’ do us an in- 
jury; but: twenty minifters of Jefus cannot per- 
fuade us, God kath /worn'tn' his wrath, that ifwe 
die in our fins we fhall: not! enter into his reft, 
Pfal. xcv. 11. or'thatif we come to him for pardom 
and lifé,' he will tw no wifeicaft ws out, John vi. 
37-—The moft defamatory and improbable re- 
ports fpvead with uncommon {wiftnefs, and pals 
for) matter of faét: But» when St, Paulteftifies; 
that 7f any man hath not theSpirit of Chrifty hews 
none of his) Rom. viiis'9. who: believes: his»teftis 
mony ? Does not the fame mind that was oper 
to feandalous lies, prove fhut. a ernie ee RH 
vealed truth ?. disbiehs booth 
Ifaiah afks, Who hath believed our report ?. ‘And : 
Jefus fays, When the Son of man cometh, fhall he. 
find faith upon the earth? Alas! there) would 
have been no room for thefe plaintive acinar 
i 
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if the word of God had. not been propofed to our 
faith; for the moft, groundlefs and abfurd affer- 
tions find multitudes of believers. We fee daily, 
that an idle, rumour about a peace, or a war, 
meets with fuch credit as to raife-or fink the 
flocks in a few hours. 

It is. evident that man has: a foolifh and evil 
heart of unbelief, ready to ftrain out a gnat in di- 
vine revelation, while he greedily /wallows up 
the camel of human.impofture. Now if it is part 
of the gofpel, which Chrift commands his mini- 
flers to preach to every creature, that he who be- 
leveth not shall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. how 
great is the depravity and how imminent the 
danger of fallen man, who has fuch a {trong pro- 
penfity to fo deftruéiive and damnable a;fin, as 
unbelief! 


XXXIV ARGUMENT. 


But, let. us come ftill nearer to the point. 
Ifwe are not by nature conceived infin, and chil- 
dren of wrath, millions of infants, who die with- 
out actual. fin, have no need of the blood of. 
Chrift to. wath their robes, nor of his Spirit to 
purify their hearts. The incarnation of the Eter- 
nal Word, and the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
are as unneceffary to them, us the vifits of a 
phyfician, and his remedies to perfons in per=. 
fect health. Their fpotlefs innocency is a fuffi-- 

P3 cient: 
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cient paflport for heaven :° Baptifm is ridiculous, 
and the Chriftian religion abfurd in their cafe. 
Nor does it appear, why it “might : not be as 

abfurd with regard to’ the re oF mankind, did 
they but aét their part a little better : For if we 
are naturally 4 innocent, we have a natural’ power 
to remain fo; and by a proper ufe of it, we may 
avoid ftanding in need of the falvation ee 
by Chrift for the dof. 
~ Nay, if innocent nature, carefully improved, 
may be the way to eternal life, it is certainly the 
feadieft; and the Son of God’ fpeaks like the 
grand deceiver of mankind, when he fays, Jam 
the way, NO MAN cometh to the Father but 
BY mez.  Chriftians, let felf-conceited’ Deifts 
éntertain the thought, ‘but harbour it not ‘a 
moment: In you it would be highly ‘blaf. 
phemous. 

XXXV ARGUMENT, 

- And that you may deteft it the more, confis 
der further, that all the capital doétrines'of Chrif! 
tianity are built upon’ that fundamental’ article 
of our depravity and danger. If all flefh hath 
not corrupted its way, how fevere are thofe words 
of Chrift? Except ye repent, ye fhall all perifh : 
And, Except ye be converted, ye Shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven ?—If all are not catnal and! 
earthly by their firft birth, how'abfurd is what he 


faid to Nicodemus: Except a man be born again, 
he 
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he cannot fee thekingdom of heaven-?—If;there is 
any {piritual health, ia us by nature, bow, notori« 
oufly falfe are, thefe ,aflertions: All our. /iffi- 
ciency 15of God: Without me ye can do nothing? 
—lIf every natural man is not the reverfe of the 
holinefs in which Adam was: created; how irra- 
tional thefe and the Jike fcriptures ? J/ any man 
as in Chrift,:heis;a NEW CREATURE: In Chrift 
Fe/us neither circumerfion availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumerfion; but a NEW CREATURE ?—To 
conclude, if mankind are not univerfally corrupt, 
guilty, and) condemned; ‘how unneceffarily a- 
larming this declaration ?, He that believeth not on 
the Son of God 2s condemned already—The wrath 
of God abideth on him; If we are not foolith, 
unrighteous, unholy, and enflaved to fin, why is 
Chrift made tous of God wifdom, righteou/ne/s; 
Janthryfication, and redemption? 

Take away then’ the do&trine of the fall, and 
the tower of the evangelical truth, built by Jefus 
Chrift, is no more founded ona rock, but upon 
the fand ; Or rather, the ftately ‘fabric is inftantly 
thrown down, and leaves no ruins behind it, but 
the dry morality of Epictetus, covered with the 
rubbifh of the wildeft metaphors, and buried in. 
the moft saan he ceremonies. 


XXXVI ARGUMENT. 


One more abfurdity ftill remains. » If man is! 
“not in the moft imminent danger of deflru&ion, 
nothing 
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nothing can be more extravagant than the great 
article of the, Chriftian faith, thus, expreffed in 
the Nicene Creed. _Fe/us Chro/t; very God of very 
God, by whem ali things were made,, for US MEN, 
and for our falvation came down from heaven, was 
made man and was crucified FOR US. 

Is it not aftonifhing, that there fhould be peo- 
ple fo infatuated, as to join every Lord’s day in. 
this folemn confeffion, and deny the other fix 
the horrible danger to which they are expofed, 
till they have an intereft in Chrift? Is not the 
leaft grain of common fenfe fufficient to make 
an attentive perfon fee, that if he, by whom all 
things were made, came from heaven for our falva-. 
dion, if he was made man that he might fuffer and. 
be crucified for us; he faw us guilty, condemn-. 
ed, loft, and obnoxious to the damnation which 
we continually deprecate in the litany ? Shall 
we charge the Son of God, cn. whom are hid all 
the treafures of divine wi/dom, with the unparal-. 
led folly of coming from. heaven to atone for zn-- 
nocent creatures, to reprieve perfons uncondemne-. 
ed, to redeem a race of free men, to deliver from. 
the curfe a people not accurfed; to hang by 
exquifitely dolorous wounds made_in his facred. 

hands and feet, on a tree more ignominiou than. 
the gallows, for hone/t men and very good ih 
people; and to expire under the fenfe of fel 
wrath of heaven, that he might fave from hell. 
people in no danger of going there ? | 
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-Reader, i is it pollible to enteftain for 4 moiient 
thefe ‘wild notions, ‘without offering the‘autmoft 
indignity to the Son of ‘God, and the’ greateft 
violence to common fenfe? And .does, not rea= 
fon: ‘ety, as with the found of a thoufand trum? 
pets? “ If our Creator could’ not fave ius, con 
fiftemtly with his glorious attributes, but by be- 
coming incarnate, paffing through the deepeft, 
{céenes of humiliation anid temptation, diftrefs and 
want, for. thirty-threé years; and undergoing ab 
laft thé moft fhameful, painful, and. accurfed; 
death in out place ; our wicke dnefs mult be def- 
pérate, our’ fins execrable, our guilt’ black ag 
the fhadow of death ‘and the gloom ‘of hell, oar 
danger inconceivable, great beyond expref- 
fron, and our ruin: dreadful. ing all ‘imaginas 
tion?” 

Fad Shocking doltrine!” cay the, Pacesbeainea 
moralift, as he rifes from‘his chair fall of indigs 
nation, and ready to throw afide the arguments, 
he cannot anfwer. Reader, if you are the man, 
remember, that this is an appeal to rea/on and, 
not to paffion, to malter of fadt,, and not to your: 
vitiated tafte for pleafing enror., You may, cry: 
out at the fight of asfhroud, a coffin, a grave, 
ce Shocking objects!” but your loudeft exclama- 
tions will not leffen the awful reality, by which 
they have happily fhocked numbers into a timely 
confideration. of, ond apse for appreaete 
ing death... an 
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“teoBut this doftrine, you ‘fan urge, drives p oe 
ple ‘to defpair.”—Yes, to a defpair of being fay= 
ed by their own nierits and righteoufnels ; ; and 
this is'as'reafonable in a finner who comes to the 
Saviour, as defpairing to fwim  acrofs the fea i is 
Tational in a paffenger that takes hip. Our 
ehurch, far from fpeaking againft it, fays, that 
Sinners fhould be di/mayed at God’s rightful Jufice, 
and fhould DES? AIR indeed, as touching any hope 
that may be IN THEMSELVES. Hom.on falling 
from God. 11th part. 
‘A jult defpair of ourfelves is widely different 
from a defpair of God’s mercy, and Chrift’s wil- 
lingnefs: to fave the chief of finners who flies to 
him -for refuge!” This horrible fin, this black 
crime of Judas, {prings rather from a fullen, obfti- 
nate rejection of the remedy, than, as fome 
vainly fuppofe, from a clear knowledge of the 
difeafe: And that none may commit it, Chrift’s: 
minifters take particular care not to preach the’ 
law without the gofpel, and the fall without the’ 
recovery: No fooner have they ‘opened’ the 
wound of fin, feftering in the finner’s confcience, 
than they pour in the balm of divine promifes, 
and make gracious offers of a free, pardon, and — 
full falvation by the compaffionate Redeeme 
who caine to ju/li/y the ungodly and fave the lope’: 

And indeed thofe only, who fee their fin’ an 
mifery, will cordially.embrace the | gofp el; ee 
common fenfe di@ates, that none eal for’ 

king's 
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_king’s mercy, but thofe who know they are guilty, 
é6ndemned criminals. How,excefflively. unrea- 
fonable is it then to objeét, that the preaching of 
man’s corrupt and. loft eftate drives people to 
defpair of diyine mercy, when it is abfolutely 
the only means of fhewing them their need of 
it, and making them gladly accept it upon-God’s 

own terms ! 
Leaving therefore that trite objeGion to the 
unthinking vulgar, once more, judicious rea- 
der, fummon all your rational powers; and, 
after imploring help from on high to ufe them 
aright, fay, whether thefe laft arguments do not 
prove, that no Chriflian can deny the compleat 
fall of mankind, without renouncing the capi- 
tal doétrines of his own religion, overturning 
the very foundation of the gofpel which he pro- 
feffes to receive, flaining the glory of the Re- 
deemer whom he pretends to honour, and im- 
pioufly taking from, his crown, wifdom, truth, 
and charity, the three jewels that are its bright- 
eft ornament.—Sum up then all that has been 
advanced concerning the affliétive dealings of 
God’s providence with mankind, and the bafe 
conduét or wicked temper of mankind towards 
God, one another, and themfelves. —Declare, 
if all the arguments laid before you, and cleared 
from the thickeft clouds of objeétions that might 
 obf{cure them, do not ¢aft more light upon the 
black fubje€t of our depravity, than is fufficient 
’ to 
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to thew that it is a melancholy truth —Atnd final- 
ly pronounce, whether the -doétrine of our cor- 
‘rupt'and loft eftate, ftated in-the~ words’ of the 
facred- writers ‘and ‘our’ pious reformers, is not 
‘rationally demonjftrated, and eftablifhed upon the 
firmeft bafis in the world, nae of fact and the 
diétates of common fen/e. 


FIF Tin) PA Rot, 


Y HEN a doftrine has been clearly demons 

flrated, the truths that neceffarily fpring 

from it, cannot reafonably be rejefted. Leet ‘then 

common ferfe decide, whether the following 

~ sconfequences do not neceffarily refult from the 

do€trine of the fall,- bie a iat in’ ‘the preceding 
‘parts of this treatife. 


I. Inrerence. If'we are by “nature in a 
corrupt ant loft eftate, the grand bufinefs of mi-' 
niflers is to roufe our drowfy cenfciences, and 
warn us of our imminent danger: It behoves 
them to cry aloud and fpare not, to lift up thetr 
voice like atrumpet, and’fhew us our tran/greffions 
and fins: Nor are they to defift from this unpleaf 
ing part of their office, till we awake to-righ- 
teou/ne/s, and lay hold-on the hope fetbeforeus. | 

If preachers, under pretence of peace and good 
mature, let the wound fefter in the confcience‘of 
their hearers, to -avoid the thanklefs office of 
‘probing it to the*bottom’: If for fear of giving 
them pain bya timely amputation, they let them 
‘die of a ‘ic pgaesenid Oraf they heal the hurt of 
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the daughter of God's peopve flightly, Jaying, Peace! 


Peace! when there sno peace; they imitate thofe 
fycophants of old, who, for fear of difpleafing 
the rich and offending the great, preached /mooth 
_ things, and prophefied decert. 

This cruel gentlenefs, this foft barbarity is at- 
tended with the moft pernicious confequences, 
and will defervedly meet with the moft dreadful . 
punifhment. Gzrue/inners warning from me, fays 
the Lord to every minifler: When I fay to the 
wicked, the unconverted, Thou fialt “oly ane,; 
and thou giveft him not warning, he Juall die in 
his iniguity, in his unconverted flate; but his 
blood will I require at tux hand, See Matt. XYiil. 
3. Ezek. i, 18. and xiii. 10. 

Il, Inrer. If we are naturally depraved 
and condemned creatures; felf-righteoufnefs and 
pride, are the moft abfurd and monftrous ofall, 
our fins. The deepei! repentance and profound... 
eft humility become us: To negleét them, is to. 
ftumble at the very threfhold of=true religion, 
and to ridicule them, is to pour contempt upon 
reafon, revelation, and the firft, operations of di- 
vine grace ona finner’s heart, 


Hl. Inrer. If the corruption of tate l is, 
univerfal, inveterate and amazingly powerful, 
no mere creature can deliver them fro it. 
‘They muit remain unreftored; -or they muft 


have an almighty, omnifcient, 0 omniprefent,. un- 
BS y wearied, 
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wearied, irifinitely patient Saviour; willing day 
and night to-attend to the»wants, and public ot 
feeret applications of millions of wretched fouls ; 
and able to: give’ them: immediate affiftance 
’ throughout:the world; in all their various trials, 
_ temptations, and confliéts, both in life and 
death: Is the mofi exalted creature fufficient for 
thefe things 2 
When fuch a vaft body, as mankind, made 
up of numerous nations, all of which confilt of 
miiltittides of individuals, each of whom has the 
{prings of all his faculties and powers enfeebled, 
difordered; or broken :—When fuch an immenfe 
body as this is to be reftored to the i image of the 
infinitely holy, glorious, and bleffed God; com- 
mon fenfe diftates, that the amazing tafk can be 
performed by no other than the original Ariift, 
the great Searcher of hearts, the omnipotent 
Creator of mankind. 
Hence it appears, that, notwithflanding the 
’ cavils of Arius, the Saviour is God over all blefféd 
jor ever, all things were made by him, ke upholds 
all things by the ae of his power, and every be- 
liever may.adore him, and: fay, with the won- 
dering apoftie, when tbe light of faith fhone 
into his.benighted foul, My Lord and my God! 


IV. Inrer. If ourguilt is immenfe, it can- 
not be expiated without a facrifice of an infinite 
_, dignity : Hence we difcover the miftake of Hea- 
thens and carnal Jews, who trufted in the facri- 
QOe2 fices 
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fices of beafts ;:the error of Deifts, Mahome= 
tans, and Socinians, who fee no need of any 
facrifices at all; and’ the amazing prefumption 
of too many Chriflians, who repofe a confider- 
able part of their confidence inthe merit of their 
works, inflead of placing it entirely in the infi- 
nitely meritorious facrifice of the immaculate 
Lamb of God. 


V. Inrer. If our fpiritual maladies are both ' 
numerous and mortal, it is evident we cannot 
recover the fpiritual health that we enjoyed in 
our firft parents, but by the powerful help-of our 
heavenly Phyfician, the fecond Adam. How 
abfurd is it then to fay, that we are faved, or re- 
covered by doing good works 

A wretched bepwarsi is lame both in his hands 
and feet: An officious man, inftead. of taking 
him to a perfon famous in his {kill for relieving 
fuch objeéts of diftrefs, affures him, that the 
only way of getting well, is to run of errands for 
his prince, and work for his fellow-beggars. 
You juftly wonder at the cruelty and folly of 
fuch a dire¢tor: But you have much more reafon, _ 
to be aftonifhed at the conduét of thofe mifera- 
ble empirics, who dire& poor, blind, lame fin- 
ners, labouring under a complication of fpiritual 
diforders, and fick even unto eternal death, to 
~ fave themfelves by ferving God, and ioe good 
to their neighbour. 

How much more rational is the Peanitlical 

method 
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method of falvation! We are /aved, {ays the apof- 
tle, we are reflored to faving health, and a {piri- 
tual a&tivity to ferve God and our neighbour, not 
by works, not of ourféelves; buty. by grace, by 
mere favour; through faith, through fuch an en-. 
tire confidence in our Phyfician, as makes us 
gladly take his: powerful-remedies, abftain from 
the pleafing poifon of fin, and feed on thofe di- 
vine truths, which communicate angelical vigor 


and happinefs.to our fouls... Eph. ii. 8. 


VI. INFERs. If our nature is fo compleatly. 
-fallen;and totally helplefs, that in fpiritual things 
we are not fufficient of ourfelves to think any thing 

- truly good as of ourfelves, but our fufficiency is of 
God; it-is plainwe ftand in abfolute need of his; 
Spirit’s affiftancesto enable us to pray, repent, 
believe, love and obey aright. Confequently 
thofe who ridicule the Holy Spirit and his fa. 
cred influence, defpife the great helper of our tn, 
firmities, and aét a moft irrational, wicked, and 
defperate part: Rom. vill, 26... 


VIL. Inrer. If by nature we are really’ and 
_ truly born. in fin, our regeneration cannot be a 
__ mere métaphor, or a vain ceremony; our {piri- 
tual birth muft be real and pofitive. Wow ‘fatal 
therefore is the miftake of thofe,. who fuppofe 
that the new birth is only a figurative expreffion 
for a decent behaviour! How dreadful the error. 
ofthofe, who imagine that all whole faces have 
Q3., beca 
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‘been ‘typically wafhed with material water in 
baptifin, are effe€tually Lorn again of living water 
and the Holy Spirit! And how inexcufable- the 
cafe of the multitudes, who, in the church of 
‘England, are under this dangerous miftake, fo 
ptidently guarded againft by our pious Re- 
formers ! 

In our catechifm, they clearly diftinguifh be- 
tween the outward wifible fign or form in bapte/m, 
and the taward, /piritual grace: And by defining 
the latter, a death unto fin, and a new birth unto. 
righteoufne/s, they declare that whofoever is not 
dead to fin and alive to righteou/ne/s, is not truly 
regenerate, and has nothing of baptifm but the 
outward and vifible fign. In the 27th of our ar- 
ticles they mention, that dapti/m is not the new 
birth, but @ StGN of regeneratton or new birth, 
whereby, as by an tnflrument, they who’ receive 
bapti/m rightly, are grafied into the churchs And 
if our-church returns thanks for the regeneration 
- of the infants whom fhe has admitted to baptifm, 
it is only upon a charitable fuppofition, that they 
have received at rightly, and will, for ther part, 
faithfully perform the promifes, made for them by. 
ther fureties. Ifthey refufe to do it when they 
come of age, far from treating them as her rege- 
nerate children, fhe denounces a general ex- 
communication againft them, and charges them 
not to come to her holy table, left Satan brings them, 
ashe did Judas, to de eftruction both of body and 
he es ea de 

VIII. In- 
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VUI. Inver. If the fall of mankind in, 
Adam, does not confift in a bare imputation . of 
his. guilt, but in a real, prefent participation of 
his depravity, impotence, and mifery; the fa}. 
vation that beli¢vers have in Chrift, is not mere« 
ly a judicial imputation of hisrighteoufnels; but 
alfo a real,” prefent participation of his _purity, 
power, a and bleflednefs.. 

Unfpeakably dangerous. then is the ielipida of - 
thofe,: whofe , brains and mouths are filled with 
the notions and exprefflions of zmputed reghteou/- 
ne/s; while, their poor, carnal,, unregenerate 
hearts remain’ perfect flrangers to the Lord our 


righteoufne/s. 


IX. Inver. Ifthe corrupt nature whicli‘fin-_ 
ners derive from Adam, fpontaneoufly produces 
all the wickednefs that overf{preads the earth; 
the holy nature which believers, receive. from 

Chrift, is alfo fpontaneoufly produgtive of all the 

fruits of righteoufnefs, defcribed in the oracles of 
- God: Good works /pringing. out. + NECESSARI-_ 

LY of a true and lively faith. Art. x11. 

Such minifters therefore, as clearly preach our 
fall in Adam, and that faith in Chrift which is 
produétive of genuine holinefs and aftive love, 
will infallibly promote good works and pure mo- 
rality :; When: thofe who infift only upon works 
and ‘moral aes will neither be, zealous of good 
+S ae works 


+. This is: to be we ofa moral, and not of an abfolute, 
urehifiole neceflity, for faith never unmans the believer, 
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works themfelves, nor inftrumental in turing 
finners from their grofs immoralities. The rea- . 
fon is obvious: Evangelical’ preachers follow 
their Lord’s wife dire&tion: Make the tree good, 


-and the fruit fhall be good alfo ; but moralifts will 


have corrupt trees bring forth good fruit, which 
in the nature of things is impoffible, Matt. xii. 
93. Luke vi. 43. Therefore as nothing but faith. 
makes the tree good, and as without faith, tt 1s 1m- 
pofible to pleafe God; the Chriftian that will come 
to kim with. good works, muft not only believe 
that hews, and that he tsa rewarder of thofe who 
diligently feek iam; but alfo that he wasin Chrift, . 
reconciling the world unto himfelf, &e. 


X. Inver. If corruption and’ fin’ work fo. 
powerfully and fenfibly, in the hearts of the un-.. 
regenerate, we may, without deferving the name. . 
of Enthufiafts, affirm, that the regenerate are fen- - 
fible of the powerful effects of divine grace in, 
their fouls; or to ufe the words‘of our 17th arti-._ 
cle, we may fay, They feel in themfélves the work- 


ing of the Spirit of Chrift s For where’ the poifon 


* 


experienced blefiings of the converte -certain-, 


of fin. hath abounded, and has been of courfe . 
abundantly felt; grace, the powerful antidote 
that expelsit, does much more abound, and con-. 
fequently may be much more perceived. - 

, Therefore the knowledge of fatvation by the for-. 
<insvend/s of fins, the affurance of fait _and-the 
| peace of God paffing all underft are the - 
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ly as a guilty confcience, the gnawings of world= 
ly cares, the workings of evil tempers, the tu- 
mults of unbridled appetites, and uproars of re- 
bellious paflions, are the experzenced cur/es of the. 
unconverted, 

Reader, if thefe inferences are juftly drawn, 
is it not evident, that the { principles generally 
exploded among us, as enthufiaftical or metho- 
diftical, flow from the doétrine demonftrated in 
this treatife, as naturally as light from the fun? 
Thefe confequences lead you perhaps farther 
than you could with; but let them not make 
you either afraid or alhamed of the gofpel. Pre- 
judices like clouds will vanifh away ; but truth, 
which they obfcure for a time, like the fun, will 
fhine for ever. A great man in the law faid, 
Fiat Fuftitia, ruat mundus. Improve the noble 
fentiment, and fay with equal fortitude, Stet Ve- 
ritas, ruat mundus: Let truth ftand, though 
the univerfe fhould fink into ruins. 

But happily for us, the danger is all on the 
fide of the oppofite do€trine ; and that you may 
_be convinced of it, Lapeione you next with a 


“view. of ther ~., 
“DreADFuL 

} Thofe doftrines, pointed out in the ten aboye-mentionedim- 
ferences, are—i. The alarming feverity of the law. 2. The 
need ofa deep, heart-felt repentance. 3. The divinity of Chrift. 
4. The infinite merit of his facrifice, 5. Salvation by faith in 

him. 6. The influence of his holy Spirit. 7. The jie aig 

new birth, i, “neceflity of a prefent falvation. 9. The 

of believ d works, and 10. The comfortable aflutaitee 

* which they h their regeneration, ; 


; tg” 
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DREADFUL Conti ae ee 


neceffarily refulting from the ignorance: ee our de-. 
pravity and danger. 


1, As the ternptet caufed: the fall of our firft: 
parents, by inducing them to believe, that they 
Siould not furely die, if they broke the divine law: 
So now we are fallen, he prevents our recovery 
“by fuggefting “ the bitternefs of death is paift,’””” 
and ‘“ we aré ina flate of fafety.”—Hence it is, 
that you fleep on in carnal fecurity, O ye delud- 
ed fons of men, and even dream ye are fafe and. 
righteous. Nor can ye efcape for your lives till. 
the veil of unbelief is taken away, ahd ye awake 
to a fight of your corrupt and loft eftate: For 
there is no guarding againft, nor flying from, an 
unfeen, unfufpeéted evil: Here, as ina con{pi- 
racy, the danger continually increafes, till it is- 

“happily difcovered. 
| 2. If we are not fenfible of our natural cor- 
ruption, and the juftice of the curfe intailed up- 
on us on account of it; canwe help thinking — 
God a tyrant, when he threatens unconverted: 
moralifls with the feveref of his judgments, or 
caufes the black ftorms of his providence to over- 

take us and our deareft relatives ?” 

Anfwer, ye félf-righteous Pharifees that fo bit- 
~ terly exclaim againft the minifters, declare: 
by the authority of {cripture, that'd repent, 
Oye 
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ye fhall all perifh. Anfwer, fond mother, whofe 


etears of diftra€tion, mix with the cold fweat of 
‘the convulfed, dying infant on thy lap. Doft 
‘thou not fécretly impeach divine juftice, and.ac- 
-cufe heaven of barbarity ? Ah! if thon didft but 
Know the evil nature which thou and thy Ifaac 
have brought into the world; if thou fawft the 
‘root of bitternefs, which the hand of a gracious. 
Providence even“how extraéts from his heart, far. 
from being ready to curfé God and die with thy 
child, thou wouldft. patiently acquiefce in the. - 
Kindly-fevere difpenfation.; Thou would clear ° 
him when he is judged by fach as thyfelf, and 
-even glorify him in the evil day of this painful vi- 
jéation. 

3- Though man’s heart is hardened as fleel, it 
does not frequently emit the hellith fparks of fach 
murmurings againft God, becaufe it can feldom 
be ftruck by the flint of fuch fevere afflictions ; 
yetthe mifchiefis there, and will break out, if 
not by blafphemous defpair, at leaft by, its. contra. 
ry, pref{umptuous madunefs.. Yes, reader, un- 
Jefs thou art happily made acquainted with the 
firength of thy inbred depravity, thou wilt rafhly 
venture among the fparks of temptation: With, 
carnal confidence thou wilt afk, “ What harm. 
can they do me?” And thou wilt continue the 
hazardous Sport, till fin and wrath confume thee 
together. Nor will this be more furprizing, than, : 
that one, wpe carries a bag of gun-powder, and. ps 
‘knows not the dangerous nature of his load, » 

: et fhould | 
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fhould feaitetaly ruth through the midft of- flamed, 
till he is blown up and deftroyed, 

- 4. This fatal rafhnefs is generally aieapanied 
with a glaring inconfiftency. Do not you make 
the affertion good, ye faints of the prefent age, 
who pretend to have found the fecret of loving 
both God and the world? Do-net we hear you 
deny to men, that you are condemned ; and yet 
cry toGod to have mercy upon you? But if you 

of are net condemned, what need have you of mer- 
cy? Andif you are, why do you' deny your loft 
eftate? Thou too, reader, wilt fall inte this ab- 
furdity, unlefs thou knoweft thy juft-condemna- 
tion. But the mifchief will not ftop here; for, 

5- Ignorance of the myftery of iniquity. within 
you, muft in the nature of things, caufe you to 
negleét prayer, or pray out of chara@ter. As un- 
humbled moratifts, inftead of approaching the 
throne of gtace, with the felf-abafement’of the 
penitent Publican, faying, God be merciful unto me 
aifinner 2? You will provoke the Moft High, by 
‘the open propbanenefs of the Sadducee; or in- 

sg fale him by ‘the felf-conceited fervices of the 
jae ‘ Pharifee, boafling ye “ do no harm,” and 
-'’\ thanking God ye ate not as other men. On thefe 
rocks your formal ‘devotion ‘will fplit, till you 
know that as the’ impenitént and’ prayerlefs ' thal ; 
perith, fo the Lord accepts no Sacieudliajer, 
but that of the man *who hnows thé plagi of | ohh 


own spt! eacmad he alone. nana 


sat oes 
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chara&er, and wibout hy pocrify, 2 Est. Ve ge 
1 King viii. 38. Fane 
6. And as you cannot approach the. drcue of 
grace aright, while you remain infenfible of your 
corruption; fo the reading or preaching of God’s 
word, till it anfwers the end of conviétion, is of 
no fervice te you, but rather proves, to ufe St. 
Paul’s nervous expreflion, the /avour of death un- 
to death. For when the terrors of the law only 
fuit your cafe, you vainly catch at the comforts 
of the gofpel ; or rather you remain as unaffected 
under the threatnings of the one, as under the 
promifes-of the other: You look on mount Sinai 
_and mount Sion, with equal ‘indifference, 
and the warmth of the preacher, who invites 
you tofly from the wrath to come, appears to you 
_an inftance of religious madnefs. And no won- 
der it fiould, while you continue unacquainted 
with your danger: When a mortal difeafe is 
neither felt nor fufpetted, a pathetic addrefs up- 
on its confequences and cure, muft be received 
» by any reafonable man with the greatett uhcon- 
cern; and! the perfon that makes it in earneff, 
omutt ‘appeanexceedingly ridiculous. Again 
pty people are defrayed for lack ef know- 
slisige: faysthe\ Lord. This is true particularly 
with regard to the knowledge of our. depravity, 
. Reader, if thou remaineft a flranger to it, thou 
wilt look upon flight confeffions of outward fins 
as true repentance 5, apd, the godly forrow that 
svorhclherepentance ta, falvation, will saa 
LX © tace 
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thee a fymptom of melancholly. Taking an ex- 
ternal reformation of manners, or a change of 
ceremonies and opinions, for true converfion, 
thou wilt think thyfelf in a fafe flate, while thy 
heart continues habitually wandering from God, 
and under the dominion of a worldly fpirit. In 
aword, fome of the branches of the tree of cor- 
ruption, thou mayft poflibly lop off, but the rdot 
will ftill remain and gather flrength. For it is 
plain, that a bad root, fuppofed not to exift, 
can neither be heartily lamented, nor earneftly 
ftruck at with the ax of felf-denial. 

Even an Heathen could fay; t * The know- 
ledge of fin, is the firft ftep towards falvation 
from it : For he who knows not that he fins, will 
not fubmit to be fet right: Thou muft find out 
what thou art before re canft mend thyfelf.— 
Therefore when thou difcovereft thy vices, to 
which thou waft before a ftranger, is is a fign 
that thy foul is in a better ftate.” 

8. It is owing to the want of this difcovery, 
O ye ‘pretended fons of reafon, that thinking 
yourfelves born pure, or fuppofing the difeafe of 
your nature to be inconfiderable, you imagine it 
poffible to be your own phyficians; when you 
are only your own deftroyers. Hence it is, that 
while you give to Jefus the titular honour of Sa- 

viour, 


+ Initium eft falutis notitia peceati, nam qut peccare fe nefcit 
corrigi non vult; Deprehendas te opportet antequam ‘emendes. 
Sen, Ep. xxvilii—— Et hoc ipfum argumentam eft in -melius tran- 
flati animi, qnod vitia {na, qu adhuc ignorabat, videt. Ep. vi- 


t 195 J 


viour, you Speak perpetually of bein ey oven 
by your duties and beft endeavours.” Hear him 
warning you againft, this common delufion: O 
Yradl, fays he, thou haft deftroyed thy/felf, but in 
ME 15 thy help found. The whole need not a phy- 
Jician, but they that are fick, beyond all hopes of 
recovering themfelves, 

9, The prefcriptions of this wife Phyfician, are 
exceflively fevere to flefh and blood, and fome of 
his remedies as violent as our difeafe. There- 


- fore, except we fee the greatnefs of our danger, 


we fhall beg to be excufed from taking the bitter 
potion. Who can have refolution enough to 
cut off a right hand, to pluck out a right eye, to 
take up his crofs daily, to deny himfelf, and lofe 
even his own life, or what is often dearer, his fair 
reputation ?—Who, I fay, can do this, till a _ 
fight of imminent ruin on the one hand, and of 
redeeming love on the other, makes him fubmit 
to the painful injunétions? Thou lovely youth, 
noted in the gofpel for thy harmleffnels, I appeal 
to thy wretched experience. Wher the Phyfi- 
cian of fouls, at whofe feet thou waft proftrate, 
commanded thee to /é// all and follow him, what 
made thee go away /orrowful and undone? Not 
barely thy great pofefions, but the i ignorance of 
thy condition: For all that a man hath will he 
give for his life, when he fees it in immediate 

danger, Matt. xix. 22. 
10. If itis a defperite ftep to turn away from 
the Prince of life, it is a daring one to approach 
Rea him 


i 
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him with a mere compliment. Of this neverthe- 
lefs you are guilty, ye unawakened finners, who 
daily appear before the throne ‘of grace, with 
thanks and praifes to God, far has ingfimable love 
zn the redemption of the world by our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. Alas! When you deny the flate of fin 
and mifery, in which you are by nature, and 
yet preiyme to thank God for redemption from 
it, do you not mock him as folemnly as you 
would the king, were you, to prefent him every 
day an addrefs of thanks, for redeeming you from 
Turkifh flavery, when you never knew yourfelyes 
flaves in Turky ? O how provoking to God muft 
thefe unmeaning thank{givings be! Surely one 
day they will be ranked among the indignities of- 
fered by earthly worms to the Majefly on High. 

11. Some indeed, more confiftent than yeu, 
openly throw of the mafk. Seeing neither the 
unfathomable depth of their mifery, by the fall, 
nor the immenfe height of their aggravated: ini- 
quities, they do not trifle with, butat once deny, 
the Lord that bought them. Yes,. far from admir- 
ing the eftablifhed method. of a falvation, pro- 
cured at fo immenfe'a price, as.the incarnation 
and crucifixion of the Son of God, they are mot 
afraid to intimate it is irrational 2. And upon their 
principles, they may well doat; for if our ruins 
not immenfe, what need is there for an immenfe- 
ly glorious Redeemer ? » And if ourguilt, reaches 
not up to heavens the fhould the Sen 
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have come down from thence, to put away fir by 
the facrifice of himfelf. 

12. As we flight or reje& the Saviour, till we 
are truly convinced of the evil and danger of fin ; 
fo we worfhip a falfe god, a mere idol. For 
inftead of adoring Jehovah, infinite in his holi- 
nefs and hatred of fin, inviolable in the truth of 
his threatnings againft it, and impartial in his 
ftriét juftice—a God in whofe prefence unhum- 
bled finners, are not able to fland, and with whom 
evil cannot dwell; we bow to a flrange. god. 
whom pious men never knew—a god formed by- 
our own fancy, fo unholy as to connive at fin,. 
fo unjuft as to fet afide his moft righteous law,,. 
and fo fal/e.as to break his falemn word} that we 
muft turn or die, Ez. xxxiti. in. Us not this: 
worfhipping a gdd.of. our own making; or as 
David defcribes. him, a god altogether, /uch as: 
- ourfelves ?> To. adore an idol of pafte, made by 
the baker andthe prieft; may be indeed more- 
foolifh, but cannot be more wicked, than to. 
adore one made by our wild imagination and im-- 
pious unbelief. 

13. We may go-one ftep fartlier fill; and’ af-. 
firm, that till we are deeply convinced of fin;, 
far from worfhipping: the true God, {which im-- 
- plies knowing, loving, and’admiring hinr in: all? 
his perfe€tions] we-hate-and oppofé hinvin:his; 
infinite holine/f and juftice. The proof is. obvi-. 
ous : Two things diametrically oppofite 11 iheir* 


mature, can never be approved of at onces. & 
, R 3, wee 
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we do not fide with divine holinefs and juffice, 
abhor our corruption, and condemn ourfelves as 
hell-deferving finners; far from approving, we 


fhall rife againft, the holy and righteous God, 
who fentences us to eternal death for our fin 


We fhall at leaft with he was lels pure : and juft 
than he is; which amounts to wifhing him to be 
no God. While proud fiends betray this horrid 
difpofition, by loud blafphemies in hell; ye do 
it, O ye unconvinced fons of men, by your 
averfion to godlinefs upon earth. Haters of God 
_ is then the proper name, and enmity againft him, — 
the fettled temper of all unhumbled, unconvert- © 
ed finners, Rom. i. 30, and viii. 7. 
_. 14,-When the nature of God is miftaken,. 
what wonder if his Jaw is mifapprehended ? The 
law ts good, fays-St. Paul, of a man ufe it law 
Sully; but if we make an improper ufe of it, the. 
confequence is fatal. Since the fall, the. law. 
of God points out to us the fpotlefs holinefs, and. 
inflexible juftice of its diyine Author It teaches. 
us with what ardor and conftancy we fhould love: 
both our Creator, and our fellow-creatures. As: 
a bank caft- againft the ftream of our iniquity, it 
accidentally ferves to make. it rife the. higher, 
and to difcover its impetuofity ; 3 for by the: 


law i8:the knowledge of fim. Ma demonftrates 
man’s. weaknefs, who con/ents indeed. fa 
that it is good, but finds not how tofu ilit, R 

vii. 16, 19. As’a battery. ereéled TS 
pride, vahen. it brain its due efle@, it at 
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our felf-righteous pleas, and convinces us that 2 
returning finner zs not juflified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Chri :.A broken law, a 
law which worketh wrath, being abfolutely una- 
ble to abfolve its violater.—In a word, 7 zs our 
School-mafler to bring us to Chrift, and, drives us- 
with the rod of threatned punifhments, to make 
us touch the fcepter of mercy, held out to us. 
from the throne of grace. 

But, while we remain flrangers to our helplefs. 
and hopelefs fate by nature, far from making this 
properufe of the law, we truft in it, and fancy that: 
the merit ofour obedience to itis the way of falva- 
tion. Thus we go about to eftablifh our own righ- 
teou/ne/s, making light of the atoning blood, which. 
marks the new and living. way to heaven. This. 
very miftake ruined the Pharifees: of old, and: 
deftroys their numerous followers:in all ages. 
Rom. 1X. 31. 

15- And when we form fuch wrong apprehen- 
fions of the law, -is it poflible that we fhould 
have right views of the gofpel, and receive it. 
with cordial affeétion? Reafon and experience: 
anfwer in the negative, What fays the gofpel 
to finners 2. You are. faved BY. GRACE, through. 
mere favour and mercy, not of works, leaft any 
man should boaft. Eph, vi. 8, Now, ye decent: 
formalifts, ye fond admirers of your own virtue, 
are you. not utterly difqualified to feek and ac- 
cept a pardon in a gofpel,way? For your féek- 
ing it upon.the footing of mere mercy, implies am 

i : acknow- 
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acknowledgement that you deferve the ruin 
threatened againft finners. And fuppofe a par- 
don was granted you before you had a conf{ci- 
oufnefs of your fad deferts, you could not receive 
it as an aét of mere grace, but only as a reward 
juftly beftowed upon you for the merit of your 
works. It is plain then, that, according ‘to-the 
gofpel plan, none can be fit fubjeéts of falvation, 
but thofe who are truly fenfible of their con- 
demnation,. 

16. But as the grace of God in Chiift, is the 
moving and meritorious caufe of our falvation: 
So the inftrumental caufe of it is fazth on our | 
part. Through fath are ye Javed, fays St. Paul. 
Now if to have faith in Chrift, is habitually to 
lift up our hearts to him, with an humble and 
yet chearful confidence, feeking in him all our 
wifdom, righteoufne/s and ftrength, as being our 
inftruéting Prophet, atoning Prié#, and proteét- 
ing King; it is evident, that till we awake toa 
fight of our fallen flate, we cannot believe, nor 
confequently be faved. O- ye that never were 
fenfible of your fpiritual blindnefs, can you with 
fincerity take Jefus for your guide, and defire his 
Spirit to lead you into all truth? Does not David’s 
prayer, Open thou mine eyes, that I may fee thie 
wonderful things of thy law; appear to you need* 
lefs, if not fanatical ? “Athd is not the Redeemer’s 
prophetic office thrown-away upon fuch, fons of 
wifdom as you are? 1 em Th) 

Have you. a greater. value for Jefus tha they,. 

. O.ye, 
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O ye juft men, who have no fenfible need of 
heart-felt repentance, and whofe breafts were 
never dilated by one figh, under a due fenfe of 
your guilt and condemnation? Can you, with- 
out hypocrify, apply to him as the igh Prief of 
the guilty, claim him as the Advocate of the 
condemned, or fly to him as the Saviour of the 
lof? Impoffible! You fondly hope you never 
were loft, you wete always “ good livers, good 
believers, good churchmen;” you “ need not 
make fo much ado” about an intereft in the 
blood of the new covenant. | 
And ye, who flufhed with the conceit of your 
native ftrength, wonder at the weaknefs of thofe 
that continually bow to the fceptre of Jefu’s 
grace for protection and power ; can you without 
afmile of pity hear him fay, Without me ye can 
do nothing? Is it poflible that you fhould fin- 
cerely implore the exertion of his royal power, 
for vitory over fins you fuppofe yourfelves able 
to conquer, and for the reftoration of a nature, 
with the goodnefs of which you are already fo 
well fatisfied ? Your reafon loudly anfwers,,.No 
Therefore, till you fee yourfelves corrupt, ims 
“potent creatures, you will openly negleét the 
‘Redeemer, give to your aggravated fins the 
name of * human frailties,” and truft to your 
baffled; and yet boafted endeavours,  Self- 
‘deception! Art thou not of all impofters the 
moft common and dangerous,. becaufe the leaft 
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Fo fum up and clofe thefe important rematks = 
‘ Look ai thofe who, in myftic Babylon, ate not 
truly fenfible of their total: fall from God, ‘and 
you will fee them fetting their-own reafon above 
the holy {criptures ; ‘and their works im competi- 
tion with the infinitely meritorious facrifice of 
Chrift. Inquire into their principles, and you 
will difcover, that they either openly explode as 
enthufiaflical, or flightly receive as unneceilary, 
the: doétrines of falvation by faith in Chrift, and 
regeneration by the Spirit of God. Examine 
their conduét, and you will find they all commit 
jin, and receive the mark of the beaft fecretly in 
ther right hand, or openly in their foreheads. 
Rey. xiii. 16. Sort them, and you will have two 
bands, the one of Sceptics and the other of For- 
malifts, who, though at as great enmity between 
themfelues as Pilate and Herod, are like them 
made friends together by jointly derzding and con- 
demning Jesus in his living members. Luke 
XXill. 12. 

And if with the candle of the Lord you. pats 
the Jerufalem of profefling Chriftians, you will 
perceive that the want of an heart- felt, “humbling 
knowledge of their depravity, gives birth to the 
double-mindednefs of hypocrites, and the mifcar- 
riages or apoflacy of thofe, who once diftin- 
guithed themfelves in the evangelical race? You 
will eafily trace back to the fame corrupt fource, 

the feemingly oppofite errors of the antinomian 
and legalift, thofe fpiritual thieves, by whom the 
~ fincere 
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fincere Chriftian,is perpetually reviled: And 
in fhort, you will be\convinced, that if you fet 
your eyes upon..a man, who is not yet'deeply 
conf{cious of his corrupt and loit eflate, or whofe 
confeioulnels of it has worn away, you behold 
either atrifler in religion, -a dead-hearted legalift, 
a fly hypocrite, a loofe antinomian, a fal Beat: 
ceited formalift, a {coffing infidel, ora wretched 
apottate. 

You fee, Reader, what a train of fatal confe- 
quences refults from rejefing, or not properly 
receiving, the doétrine demonftrated in thefe 
fheets : And now that you may cordially embrace 
it, permit me to enumerate the 


UNSPEAKABLE ADVANTAGES 


Springing from an affecting knowledge of our fallen 
and loft eftate. 

No fooner is the difeafe rightly known, than 
the negletted Jefus, who is both our gracious 
Phyfician and powerful remedy, is properly va- 
Iued, and ardently fought : Ad/ chat thus feck find, 
and all that find Azm, find faving health, eternal 
life, and, heaven. 

Bear your teflimony with me, ye Children of 
Abraham and of God, who /2 he brightnefs of 

_ a gofpel day ard rejoice. Say, What made you 
firft wiihfully /ook to the hills whence your /alva- 
- tion is come, and fervently defire to behold the 
fin-difpelling beams of the Sun of Righteou/ne/s ? 
Was 
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Was it not the deep, difinal night of our fallow 
nature which you happily difcovered, wher 
awaking from the fleep of fin. you, firft faw the 
delufive dreams of life, as they appear to the 
dying? What was the Defire of nations to you, 
till you felt yourfelves lof finners ? Alas! No- 
thing : Perhaps lefs than nothing ; an_objeét of 
difguft or feorn. When the pearl of great price 
was prefented to you, did you regard it more, 
than the vileft of brutes an oriental pearl ? And 
as if it had not been enough to look at it with 
difdain, were not fome of you ready to furn 
again, and rend, after the example of foarling 
animals, thofe who affeCtionately made you the 
invaluable offer? Matz, vil. 6. 

But when the ftorm that fhook mount Sinai, 
overtook your carelefs fouls, and you faw your- 
felves finking into an abyfs of mifery; did you 
not cry out, and fay, as the alarmed difciples, with 
an unknown energy of defire, Save Lord, or we 
perifh? And when, confcious of your loft 
eflate, you began to. believe, that he came to 
Jeek and to fave that which was loft; how dear, 
how prectous was he to you in all his offices ? 
How glad were ye to take guilty weeping Mag- 
dalen’s place, and wait for a pardon at your 
Ligh Prieft’s feet? How importunate, . in faying 
to your Kang, as the helplefs widow, Lord, 
avenge me of mine adverfary, may evil heart of un- 
Velief ! How earneft, how unwearied in ywour.ap- 
plications to your Prophet, for heavenly light 
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and wifdom! The inceffant prayer of blind Bar- 
timeus was then yours, and fo was the gracious 
anfwer which the Lord returned to him: You 
received your fpiritual fght. And Oh! what faw 
you then? The facred Book unfealed! Your fins 
blotted out as a cloud! The glory of God fhining in 
the face of Fefus Chrift; and “ the kingdom of 
heaven opened to all believers !” 

Then, and not til] then, you could fay from 
the heart, Thzs zs a faithful faying, and worthy of 
ali acceptaiion, that Chrift Fe/us came.into the world 
to fave fnners, of whom I am chief, 1 Tim. i. 15. 
Then, you could cry out with his firft difciples : 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath be- 
ftowed upon us, that we fhould be called the fons of 
God! 1 John iit. 1. We are all the children of 
God by faith in Chrift Fefus, whom having not 
Seen we love; in whom, though now we fee him 
not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unf/peakable 
and full of glory, receiving the end of our faith, 
the falvation of our fouls. Gal. iii. 26. 1 Pet. i. 
8. Wetrufted in him and are helped: Therefore 
our heart danceth for joy, and in our fong will we 
praife him. Pf. xxviii. 8. To Him that hath loved 
us, and wafhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priefts unto God and 
his Father ; to Him be glory and dominion Sor ever 
and ever. Rev. i. 5. 

. And this will alfo be your sadist’ fong, 
attentive Reader, if deeply confcious of your loft 


eftate, you fpread your guilt and mifery before 
S him 
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him, who cane bind” up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim libérty ‘to the captives, ‘and the opening of 
the prifon to them’ that’ are botind ; and to comfort 
all that mourn, by giving them beauty for afhes, the 
oul of joy for mourning, and the garment of praife 
for the fprrit of heavinefs. If. \xi. 1. Four Jorrow, 
zt rs true, may endure for a night, but poy wall come 
in the morning, the joy of God's Jaloation, and the 
pardon of 'your fins. Having much forgiven you, 
you will then love much, and admire in propor- 
tion, the riches of divine wifdom, goodnefs, 
juftice, and power, that fo gracioufly contrived, 
and fo wonderfully executed the plan of your re- 
demption. You will be ravjfhed im experiencing, 
that a condemned finner cannot only efeape im- 
pending ruin, but enter into prefent poffeffion 
of a {piritual paradife, where peace anil joy blof: 
fon’ together, and whence weleonie death; will 
e’er long, tranflate your triumphant foul to thofe 
unfeen, unheard-of, inconceivable glories, which 
God hath prepared for them that love wer . ak 
il. 

Nor will the bloffoms of heavenly pee and 
joy, only, diffufe their divine’ fragrancy in your 
foul; all the fructs of holine/s will grow together 
with them, éo the glory of God, and the profit of 
mankind. And thou wilt not be the ‘aft, thow 
fair, thou blufhing Humility, to bead all the 
fpreading branches of the tree of 1 oufae/i. 
No, we cannot be vain, of defp f others, 


when we fee that we are” all, com dying 
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fhoots of the fame corrupted, dead flock: We 
cannot be felf-righteous, when we, are perfuad- 
ed, that the beft fruit which we can naturally pro- 
duce is only f{plendid fin, or, vice coloured over 
with the fpecious appearance of virtue: We 
mutt lie proftrate in the duft, when we confider 
the ignominious crcfs, where our divine furety 
hung, bled, and died to ranfom our guilty fouls. 

A genuine conviétion of our corruption and 
demerit thus ftriking at the very root of our pride, 
neceffarily fills our hearts with inexpreflible gra- 
titude for every favour we receive, gives an ex- 
quifite relifh to the leaft blefling we enjoy, and 
teaches us fo fay with the thankful Patriarch, J am 
not worthy of the leaft of all thy mercies: And as 
it renders us grateful to God, and all our benefac- 
tors, fo it makes us patient under the greateft 
injuries, refigned in the heavieft trials, glad to 
be reproved, willing to forgive the faults of 
others, open to acknowledge our own, difpofed 
to fimpathife with the guilty, tender-hearted to- 
wards the miferable, incapable of being offended 
at any one, and ready to do every office of kind- 
_nefs, even to the meaneft of mankind. 

Again, no fooner are we properly acquainted 
with our helpleffnefs, than we give over leaning 
on anarm of flefh, and the broken reed of our 
own refolutions. Repofing our entire confidence 
in the living God, we fervently implore his con- 
tinual affiftance, carefully avoid temptations, 
gladly acknowledge, that the help which is done 
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upon ihe earth, the Lord doth it himfeif, and him. 
bly give him “the glory ef all the 9a that ap- 
pears in- ourfelves arid others“ 

Once more, as fuon as we difcover our fpiri- 
tual blindnefs, we -miftruft our own judgment, 
feel the need of inflruétion, modefily repair to 
the experieficed for advice, carefully fearch the 
fcriptures, readily follow their bleffed dire@tions, 
and fervently pray that no falfe light may miflead 
us out of the way of falvation. 

To conclude: A right knowledge, that the 
crown ts fallen from our ‘head, will make us abo- 
minate fin, the caufe of our ruin, and raife in us 
a noble ambition of regaining our original fate 
of blifsful and glorious righteoufnefs. It will fet 
us ypon an carneft enquiry into, and a proper 
ufe of, all the means conducive to our recovery, 
Even the fenfe of our guilt will prove ufeful, by 
helping to break our obdurate heazts, by imbit- 
tering the baits of worldly vanities, and filling 
our fouls with penitential forrow. Before honour 
is humility. This happy humiliation makes way 
Yor the greateft exaltation: For thus farth the 
high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity. I 

‘dwellin the high and holy place, with him alfo that 
is of a contrite and humble /pirit, to revtwe the /prrii 
of the humble, and the heart of the contrite,’ to 
fill the hungry with good things, and deal the 
meck with falvation. Iaiah lvii. 15. " 

If thefe advantages, which” aint ulraicn 
of earthly crowns, neceflarily refult from the 

proper 
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proper knowledge of our corrupt and loft eflate ; 
who, but an infatuated enemy of-his own foul, 
would be afraid .of . that felf-{cience? Who, 
but an obflinate Pharifee, would not efteem it, 
next. to the knowledge of Chrift, the greateft 
bleffing which heaven can beftow upon the felf- 
deftroyed, and yet felf-conceited children of 
men? 

Carelefs Reader, if thou art the perfon, if 
remaining unfhaken in thy carnal confidence, and 
fuppofing thyfelf we/er than feven men that can 
render a rea/on, thou not only defpifeft the tefti- 
mony of the facred Writers and our pious Re- 
formers, laid before thee in the firft part of this 
treatife, but difregardeft the numerous arguments 
it contains, trampleft under foot both matter of 
faft and common fenfe, and remaineft unaffected 
by the moft dreadful confequences of felf-igno- 
rance on the one hand, and the greateft advan- 
tages of felf-knowledge on the other; I have 
done, and muft take my leave of thee. 

May the merciful and holy God, whofe laws 
thou doft daily violate, whofe word thou hously 
oppoleft or forgetteft, whofe falvation thou doft 
every moment negleét, whofe vengeance thou 
continually provokeft, and whofe caufe I have 
attempted to plead, bear with thee and thy infults 
a little longer !—May his infinite Patience yet 
afford thee fome means of conviction, more 
effe¢tual than that which is at prefent in thy 
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hands!—Or, fhouldft thou look into this labour 
of love once more, may it then anfwer a better 
purpofe than to aggravate thy guilt, and enhance 
thy condemnation, by rendering the folly of thy 
unbelief more glaring, and confequently more 
inexcufable ! 


End of the APPEAL. FS 
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TO 


The ferious Reader, 


WHO ENQUIRES, 


What muft I do to be faved ? 


— SEE 


«“ Isthere no balm in’Gilead? Is there no 
Phyfician there? Why then is not the health of 
the daughter of my people recovered?” er. 
Vill. 22. 
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I. REFLECTIONS on the nature and depth of pe« 
nitential forrow. 


Ii. Directions proper for an half-awakened 
Jiner, who defires to be truly convinced of his 
guilt and danger. aki 


Ii. Cautions again? many falfe ways of heal- 
ing a confcience wounded by fin. 


IV. The evangelical method of a_found cure. 


V. Afcriptural teftimony of God's children concern- 
ing the excellency of this method. 


VI. Scriptural invitations and exhortations, to en- 
courage a de/ponding penitent to try this never- 
failing method.. And, ° 


VII. The happy effed of fuch a trial. 
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ATTY. Ra EidS, S 


The Serious Reader, &c.. 


AVING taken my leave of the thoughlefs: 

and gay, who regard an appeal to their 
reafon, as little as they do the warnings of their: 
confcience ; I return to thee, * ferious and well-- 
difpofed Reader. Y¥.am too much concerned for: 
thy foul’s welfare to lay down my-pen, without: 
fhewing thee more perfeéily the way to the king- 
dom of heaven, by ¢eftifying to thee repentance 
Ag. towards: 

* This Addrefs is only’ calculated for /erious perfons, who» 

_ cordially affentto the doétrine eflablifhed in the Rationa! Demon- 
jrration of our fallemand loft, eftate. As other Readers have been» 
difmilfed with the portion of truth that belongs to-them, they are+ 
dcfired not to meddle with this,, left their cavils confirm St. 
Paul's obfervation, We preach Chrift crucified, to the felf-rightcousa 

Fetes a flumbling block, and to the felf-conceited Greeks foolifine Ginn 
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towards God, and faith in our Lord Me efits 
Chrift. 

Thou art happily weary of feeding upon the 
hufks of earthly vanities. I have a right there- 
fore, as a fleward of the myfleries of God, to. 
bring out of the divine treafury the pearls of 
evangelical truth; and I gladly caft them before 
thee, perfuaded, that far from awakening thy an- 
ger, they will excite they defires, and animate: 
thy languid hopes. 

Tnilead of ridiculing or dreading an heart-felt 
eonvittion of thy loft eftate, thou now feeft it is 
a defirable privilege, an invaluable blefling. 
Ready to mourn, becaufe thou canf not mourn, 
thou complaineft, that thou haft only a confufed 
view. of thy total depravity. Thou wanteft the 
feelings of the royal penitent, when" he faid, 
Behold, Iwas fhapen in iniquity, &c. Lacknow- 
ledge my tran/grefions, and my fin ts ever before 
me; but confcious thou canft not raife them in 
thy heart by natural powers, thou defirelt fome. 
{criptural direétions fuitable to thy cafe. Give 
me leave to introduce them by.a few . 


PRELIMINARY REELECTIONS. © . 
en ike nature and depth of penitentzal forrows 
I, Thou knoweft, that except thow truly repenim 


sf, thou fhalt Surely perzfh, and that there is no. 
true repentance, where there is not true forrow 


for 
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for fin. I rejoice, fays St. Paul to the Corinthi-. 
ans, that ye were made forry after a godly manner : 
For godly forrow worketh repentance to falvation, 
not tobe repented of, but the forrow of the world 
worketh death. Hence it appears, that there are 
two forts of forrow {pringing [rom oppofite fources, 
God and the world; the one a godly forrow, 
and the other the /orrow of the world. Learn to 
diftinguifh them by their various caufes and ef. 
fegts, fo flialt thou avoid the danger of miftaking 
the one for the other. 

The forrow of the world, which many cover 
with the cloak of religion, arifes from fear of 
contempt, dread of poverty, fecret jealoufy, re. 
venge diffatisfied, love difappointed, baffled. 
{chemes, lofles in bufinefs, unkindnefs of friends, 
_ provocations of enemies, or the death of fome 

idolized native. Nay,this forrow may fometimes 
. {pring from a mixture of felf-righteous pride and 
flavifh fear. Some cannot bear to be robbed: of 
their fond hopes of meriting heaven by their 
unaginary good works: They. Jofe. all patience, 
when they fee their beft righteoufnels brought ta 
light, and expofed as filthy rags: They are cut 
to the heart, when they hear, that their apparent 
good deeds deferve punifhment as well as their. 
black enormities: Or, like condemned. males 
fa€tors, they dread the confequences of their 
crimes, whilethey feel little or no horror for the- 
crimes themfelves. 
Exceedingly fatal are the effeéts of this for- 
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row, in the perfons whom it overcomes: Their 
indigent hearts, unable to bear either difappoint- 
ment, contradiétion, or condemnation, rife 
againft fecond caufes or the decrees of Provi- 
dence; fret at the ftri€tnefs of the law, or holi- 
nefs of the Lawgiver,. and pine away with unin- 
terrupted difcontent. Hence, fpurning at advice, 
direétion, and confolation, they wring their 
hands, or gnaw their tongues with angurfh ; 
patience works them up into ftupid fulleanefs ‘ot 
noify murmuring; they complain, that their 
punifhment 2s greater than’ they can bear; and, 
imagining they are more feverely dealt: wit 
than others, they haftily conclude, Behold, this 
evil is from the Lord; why fhould I wait for him 
- any longer ? Thus black defpair feizes upon their 
fpirits; and, if grace does not interpofe, they 
either live on to fill up the meafure of their ini- 
quities, as Cain, Pharaoh, Ahab, and Haman; or 
madly lay violent hands upon themfelyes, as 
Ahitophel, and Judas. 

This forrow cannot be too much guarded 
againft, asit not only deftroys many perfons, but 
does immenfe hurt to religion. For thofe who 
are glad: of any pretence to pour contempt upon 
godlinefs, taking occafion from the inftances of 
this forrow, harden their own hearts, and preju-. 
dice all around them againft the bleffed godlyforrow, 
which every minifter of the gofpel endeavours to 
excite; malicioufly reprefenting it as one and 
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the fame with the mifchievous: forrow of the 
world. 

Their miftake will be evident, if we trace godly 
forrow back to its fource. It does not {pring 
merely from» fear of punifhment; but chiefly. 
from humbling views of God’s holinefs, the im- 
purity of the human nature, the exceeding finful- 
- fulnefs of fin, and the tranfcendent excellency- 
_ ofthe law, which condemns the finner. 

And this happy forrow differs not lefs. from: 
the other in its effeéts, than it doesin its caufe. 
The perfons who are bleffed with it, far from. 
murmuring, or fretting at the divine command- 
ment, fee. it to be holy, juft and good, both in: 
its preceptive and penal part. They fo abfolute- 
ly acquiefce in it, that they would not alter it, if 
they could, They clear God, accufe themfelves, 
fubfcribe their own fentence, and acknowledge,. 
It ts of the Lord’s mercies, that they are not con-- 
fumed, “Each of them can fay, Wherefore fhould 
a living man complain, a man for the punifhment 
of fins? It ts good that: he fhould both hope and 
quietly wait for God's faluation: I will therefore 
watch to fee what he will fay unto me, for he will 

ak peace unto his people. Thus, ina conftant 
ufe of all the ordinances of God, they meekly 
wait, wreftling with their unbelieving ‘fears, till 
viétorious faith comes by hearing of the matchlefs. 
love of Jefus Chrif; and then, fearing the Lord: 
and his goodne/s, they fing the Jong of the Lamb, 
and run upon his delightful errands, , 
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As:thou feeft, ferious Reader, the nature, ne» 
ceffity, and excellence of godly forrow, thou art 
probably defirous of being informed, how deep 
thine mufl be, to-conflitute thee .a true penitent. 
Know then, that it muft. be deep: enough to im- 
bitter thy moft pleafing, profitable, and. habitual 
fins, and to prevent thy refting without.a clear 
fenfe of thy peculiar intereft in Chrift—It muft 
be profound enough to make him and-his gofpel 
infinitely precious to thee, and to produce, under 
God, the bleffed effets mentioned in the fifth 
part of the preceding treatife, 

To be more particular, a true penitent may 
certainly without defpair or madnefs,-go as far 
in godly forrow, as. David does in his penitential 
pfalms, and our church {peaks in the firft part of 
the homily onfafting. . “ When good’ men, fays 
** fhe, feelin themfelves the heavy burden of fin, 
** fee damnation to be the reward of it, and be- 
* hold with the eye of their mind the horror of 
“hell, they tremble, they quake, they are in- 
*‘ wardly touched with forrowfulnefs.of, heart for 
** their offences, and cannot but aceufe them- 
“ felves, and open their grief unto Almighty . 
“ God, and call on him for merey. | This being 
* done ferioufly, their, mind is fo occupied, part- 
«Jy with forrow and heavinefs, partly with an 
* earneft defire to be delivered from this danger 
“of hell and damnation, that all defire of meat 
and drink is laid afide, and loathing ofall world- 
“ly things and pleafures comes in place, fo that 
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‘they like nothing better than to weep, ‘to Ja- 
“ment, to mourn, and both with words and ‘be- 
** haviour of body, to fhew themfelves weary .of 
“this life.” 

Neverthelefs it muft be obferved, that godly 
forrow needs not be equal, cither in degree or 
duration, in all penitents. .-Thofe whofe hearts, 
through divine grace, open as readily and gent- 
ly as that of Lydia, happily avoid many of Da- 
vid’s pangs and Job’s terrors. The powerful 
and inftantaneous, or the gentle and gradual 
manner, in which fouls are awakened; -the dif 
ference of conftitutions; the peculiar fervices 
thata few are called to, and for which they are 
prepared by peculiar exercifes; the horrid.ag- 
gravations that have attended the -fins.of fome.; 
and the fevere correction, which the Lord is 
obliged to give others, for their flout refiftance 
againft his grace—All this may help us to account 
‘for the various depths of diftrefs, ‘through which 
different penitents pafs ‘in their way to Chrift, 
and falvation by him. 

The Lord docs not needlefsly afi the chil- 
‘dren of men, any more. than a tender father, 
unneceflarily correéts his difobedient children : 
‘He only wants us to forfake ourfins, and re- 
nounce our own righteoufnefs, and come to 
Chrift to be made partakers of his merits, holi- 
nefs, and feli¢ity. The forrow which anfwers 
thefe ends is quite fufficient ; though it fhould 
‘be ever fo light, and of ever fo fhort a duration. 

# ' On 
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On the contrary, a ‘qeeah as heavy as that of 
Judas 1s unavailable, if inftead of ‘driving us from 
fin to Jefus Chrift, it only ‘drives us from pro- 
phanenefs to hypocrify, or from prefumption. to 
defpair . 

If fill perplexed, thou afkeft what thou mult 
do, to get a fenfe of thy depravity produétive- of 
true repentance; I anfwer, that an affe€ting « dif- 
covery of the guilt, nature, and danger of fin, is 
only attained by the affiftance of God’s Spirit, 
who alone effe€tually convinces the world of fin, 
John xvi. 8. But the Lord has gracioufly ap- 
pointed .means, in the right ufe of which he 
never denies a finner the convincing and con- 
verting power of his bleffed Spirit, and what they 
are thou art informed in the following 
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Proper for an half-awakened finner, defirous of 
being duly convinced of his corrupt and loft eftate. 


II. Beware of Fools, that make a mock at forrow 
for fin, and at jin itfelf. Beware of thofe dliind 
_ leaders of the blind, who having a form of godli- 
nefs, deny the power thereof: Inftead of pointing 
thee to the throne of grace, and bidding thee 
behold the Lamb of God, that tak wayithe Jn of 
the world, they will only dix ee_to the 
church-walls and communion-table; and per- 
haps, if they fee thee under dejeétion of fpirit for 

: thy 
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thy fins, they will recommend the play-houle, 
card-table, or what they call “ a chearful glafs.” 
From fichturn away, or they will perfuade thee 
that repentance is melancholy, convittion of fin * 
defpair, and the love of God, enthufiafm. 2 
Tim. iii. 5. 

That they may not be able to laugh, or frown 
thee out of the way of falvation, dwell in thy 
thoughts on God’s awful perfeftions., Fuflzce and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne, The 
unfpotted, refplendent holinefs beaming forth 
from him, as from an immenfely glorious Sun of 
Righteoufnefs, will fhew thee thy fins as innume- 
rable, as.the flying motes difcovered by the rays 
of the natural fun, when they enter a dark and 
dufly room. Confider that they are committed 
by a worm of earth, againit the Majefty of hea- 
ven, and they will all appear to thee infinitely 
great: Efpecially if thou meafureft them, and 
thyfelf by the true rule, the oracles. of God; 
cafting away the three falfe flandards which 
_ felf-deceivers meafure themfelves by, namely, the 
good opinion of their worldly-minded_neigh- 
bours, the defeftive examples of their fellow- 
finners, and the flattering fag eflions of their 
-own blind felf-love. 

Follow the example of the noble Bereans ; 
Jearch the Seriptures daily, whether the/: things arg 
fe, A&ts xviiggt i. View in that faithful mirror, 
the pifture both of the natural and regenerate 
ons and afk thy confcience w hich thou refembleft 
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mof. If imitatingthe godly man defcribed in 
the firft pfalm, thou medetateftcan the law of the 
Lord day and night; the fraitnefs of the heaven- 
ly rule will foon thew thee how very far gone 
thy thoughts, words, aftions, tempers, and na- 
ture, are from original righteoufnefs. 

To this meditation, add a frequent furvey of 
the follies of thy childhood, the vanity of thy 
youth, the worldly mindednefs of thy riper years, 
the capital tranfgreflions which confcience. ac- 
cufes thee of, and the hardne/s of heart, and 
alienation from the life of God, that the feriptures 
charge thee with, ‘Confefs all to the Lord as 
thou art able, remembering, that the wages of fin 
is death, who flies faft upon thee with the wings 
of ‘time.—Death, who often gives no warning, 
and uthers in judyment, with all the horrors of 
hell, or the joys of heaven; and pray, that thefe 
awful realities may affeéi thee now, ae will 
in thy lat moments. 

Frequently refle@, how total LP be our lofs 
of {piritual life, which cannot be repaired but by 
a Refurreciion, a New-birth, or a new Creation, 
Col. iii. 4. Jobn iii. 7. Gal. vi. 5. and how, def 
perate the difeafe of our, fallen nature, which 
cannot be healed but with the blood ofthe divine 
Phyfician. Confider, attentively confidervdim, 
whole piercing look foftened th ate heart 
of curfing Peser, whofe am + faflerings 
brovight ani hardened thief T under the deepéft con. 
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cern for his falvation, and whofe dying groans 
rent the rocks, fhook the earth, and opened the 
graves. The tender flower of evangelical forrow 
grows beft in the fhade of his crofs.. A believing 
view of him, as fuffering for thee, will melt thee 
into penitential tears, and feal upon thy relenting 
heart the gracious promife, They /hall look upon 
him, whom they have pierced, and mourn. Zech, 
| Xl, 10, ; 

Inthe mean time, improve the daily opportu- 
nities which, thou haft of ftudying hainan_ cer- 
ruption, in, the life and tempers ofall around 
thee, but chiefly in thy own, carelefs and deceit- 
ful heart: Take notice of its pride and felf-feek- 
ing, of its rifings and fecret workings, efpecially 
when unexpeéted temptations trouble thy ima- 
ginary peace of mind: For at fuch a time thy 
corruptions, like the fediment in the bottdm of 
a veffel that is fhaken, will fhew their loathfom- 
nefs, ftrength, and multitude. 

Converfe frequently, if thou canft, with per. 
fons deeply convinced of fin. Attend a plain, 
heart-fearching miniftry as often as poflible ; and 
when the {word of the Spirit, the word of God, 
pierces thy foul, beware of fretful impatience. 
Inftead of rifing with indignation againf the 
preacher, and faying as proud Ahab to the man 
of God, Haft thou found me, O mine enemy? 
Account him thy beft friend that wounds thee 
deepeft, provided he brings thee to Chrift fora 
cure: And when the arrows of the word: fly 

Be abroad, 
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abroad, drop, the fhield of unbelief, make bare — 
thy breaft, welcome the bleffed fhaft, and re-_ 
member, that the only way of conquering fin, is 
to fall wounded and helplefs at the Redeemer’s 
feet. Ds 

Neverthelefs the impreffions: of the word will 
Joon wear off, if thou.doft not importunately in- 
treat the Searcher of hearts, to light the candle 
of his grace in thy foul, that thou mayft clearly 
fee whether thy caward parts are holine/s to the 
Lord, as thou fondly fuppofedft, or very wiched- 
ne/s. It is only in God’s light, that we car clear- 
ly difcover our blindnefs. 

This ight, it is true, /hineth in daring but 
frequently ¢he darkne/s comprehendeth tt not. That 
this. be not thy dreadful cafe, do not grieve and 
guench the convincing Spirit, by perfifting in the- 

wilful omiffion of any duty, or deliberate com- 
miffion of any fin: Nothing but obftinate unbe- 
lief darkens the mind, and hardens the heart, 
more than this. Therefore inftead of burying 
thy one talent with the flothful fervant, earneftly 
pray the Lord to make thee faithful to thy con- 
viétions, and to deepen them daily till aliry end 
in a found converfion. 

In order to this, do not flightly heal the wound 
in thy confcience: It is better to keep it open, 
than to fkin it over by improper means: Many 
through their natural forwardnefs and impatience, 
have recourfe to them; and ruin is the confe- 

quences 
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That thou mayft avoid it, ferious Reader, I 
intreat thee to pay a cue raped to ihe Pegi 

CAUTIONS +78 
proper for a Penitent, who defires to make his call- 
ing and election SURE. 


III. When thou haft affeéting views of thy 
loft eflate, beware of refting like Felix ta fome 
pangs of fear, fits of trembling, and refolutions 
of turning to God: by and by, when thou /halt 
have a convenient feafon. Neither give place to 
defponding thoughts, as if there was no appeal 
from the tribunal of Juftice to the throne of 
' Grace. 

Run not for eafe to vain cdmpany, steele 
indulgence, entangling affetions) immoderat 
fleep, exceffive drinking, or hurry of bitfinet. 
Cain built a ctly to divert his trouble of mind, 
‘and multitudes like him, by. ‘he cares of this 
‘world, the deceitfulne/s of riches, or thé defire of 
‘other things, daily choak the good feed, the preci- 

ous word of conviétion. Mark iv. 19. 

Be not fatisfied with faint defires of living the 
life of the- righteous, or idle wifhes of dying 
‘their death.. Remember that the dejire of the 
* flothful. kills him, and if thou haft experienced 
‘fome drawings of grace, meltings of heart, and 
“breathings after God, fit not down at laft as ty 
‘Laodiceans. in acarelefs ftate, nether hot-, A. 
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cold. It.is.far better to'go.on thy way weeping,” 
and feeking the pearl of great price till thou really 
findeft it, than to reft contented with an hafty 
conceit that thou art poffeffed of it, when thou 
art not. 

Stop not in an outward reformation, and a 
form of godlinefs, like many, who miftake the 
means or doétrines of Grace for grace itfelf, and 
becaufe they fay their heartlefs prayers’ both in. 
public and private, or go far and. often to hear 
the gofpel preached in its purity, fondly hope 
they are the favourites of God, and»in the high. 
way to heaven. 

Under pretence of increafing thy convi€tions, 
do not bury them in heaps of religious books. 
Some read till their heads are confufed, or their 
hearts pa/ft feeling. Thus, though ever learning,. - 
they are never able to.come to the knowledge of the - 
truth.. Wear then, as well as read the word of 
life; but think not thyfelf converted when thou: 
halt received the feed of it anth joy: The flony: 
ground-hearers went as far as this: Herod him- 
felf heard John gladly, honoured him, did many 
things, bat left the mof important undone, ne-- 
ver difmiffed the. inceftuous. woman “he. lived 
with, and at laft facrificed to Her revenge ‘the 
honeft preacher he fo much admired, 9 |” 

Do not fpoil the miniffration of condemnation,. 
and the miniftration of the fpirit by confounding. 

‘aera together. ‘They are excellent afunder, but 
or, pmixed thes deflroy each other's efficacy.. 


The 
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The dreadful thunders:of Sinai, and the melodis 
“ous fongs of Sion, donot ftrike at once the fame: 
fpiritual ear. The galling»yoke ‘of ‘the law, ‘and: 
heavy load. of its condemnation, are dropped 
when we truly take upon us Chro/t’s ea/y yoke, 
fubmit to Aas light burden, and find reft unto our 
weary fouls. The firft’ Adam gives place to the 
fecond ; condemning Mofes keeps filence before: 
our gracious Redeemer; the curfe of the lawis__ 
fwallowed up by the bleffing of the gofpel. Let 
then the former operate in thy fallen foul before 
the latter; as a flrong emetic makes way ina 
difordered flomach for a rich and healing ‘cor- 
dial: If thou mixeft, and takeft them together, 
their refpeétive virtue and ufe are inftanuy de- 
flroyed; the curfe of the law lofes its ufeful. 
fharpnefs, and the promifes of the gofpel their 
‘fweet, reftorative power. Leave then the heavy 
and cumberfome tables of flone in the ark of the 
Jewith covenant. Welcome Jefus, the Media- 
tor of the new covenant, and with him thou fhalt 
receive an heart of flefh, where the Spirit of 
Adoption himfelf will write the law of life and. 
‘Jove. 

On the other hand, reft not contented with 
fpeculative knowledge ; and unaffeéting, thougl, 
clear ideas of the gofpel-way of falvation.. Light 
in an unrenewed. underftanding, miftaken for 
the myflery of faith na pure heart, like an ignus 
fatuus, or falfe ail leads thoufands pens 
, So 
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the bags of fin into the pit of deftruétion, Ads 
Vili. 43. 

Pacify not thy confcience by a€tivity in out. 
ward fervices, and a warmth in. God’s caufe: 
Party {pirit,. or natural fteadinefs in carrying on 
a favourite fcheme, yea, or feeking thy own 
glory, may be the fprings that fet thee on work. 
Jehu. faithfully deflroyed Baal and Jezebel, but 
his zeal for the Lord covered the fecret defire of 
acrown. Take care alfo, not to miftake gifts 
for graces; fluency of fpeech for converting 
power; the warmth of natural affection for divine 
love ; or animpulfe of fpirit, on fome particular 
occafion, for an evidence of fpiritual regenera- 
tion.. Balaam fpoke and prophefied like a child 
of God, and many will one day fay. to Chrift, 
Lord, have we not prophefed, /pohe all myfteries, 
caft out devils, and done many wonderful works in 
thy name; to whom he will anfwer, Depart from 
me, I know you not. 

Avoid the felf&conceit of many who feed on 
the corrupted»manna of their paft experiences, 
and confidently appeal to the wafted ftlreams of 
thofe confolations, which once refrefhed their 
hearts; when alas! it is evident; they have now 
Sorfaken the fountain: of ving water, and hewn to 
themfelves broken.coflerns that hold no water ; 3; un- 
lefs the mire of evil tempers, felfifh views, and 
heartlefs profeffions of faith, may pelt; e the 
ftreams which gladden the city of God. . 

Neither do thou heal thyfelf by tabtincs of 

forrow,. 
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forrow, by tears, good. defires, or outward marks. 
of humiliation for fin, as king Ahab. Nor. by 
exceflive fafling, retiring from bufinefs, or hard 
ufage of the body, as many Roman Catholics: 
Nor yet by mifapplying the doétrine of predefti- 
nation, and fetting down notions of eleétion 
for evidences of falvation, as many Protef- 
tants: No, nor by doting about queftions, 
firyfes of words, and perverfe difputings, which 
eat as a canker, as {ome in St. Paul’s days, and 
too many in ours. 1 Tzm. vi. 4. 

To conclude, think not thou art made whole, 
when the: power of outward fin is weakened or . 
fufpended, when thou haft learned the language 
of Canaan, canft fpeak or write well on fpiritual 
fubjeéts, are intimately acquainted with the beft 
minifters of Chrift, and haft caft thy lot among 
the defpifed children of God, taken their part, 
fhared in their reproach, and fecured their 
efteem and prayers. Judas did fo for years: 
Saul was once alfo among the prophets: Ananias 
and Sapphira were fuppofed to be good believers 
for a time, and the foolifh virgins joined in 
fociety with the wife, and were perhaps un- 
fufpeéted, to the laft. So important is that 
charge of our Lord! Strive to enter in at the ftnait 
gate, for many will feek to enter in and fhall not be 
able. 

To thefe cautions againft the various ways, by 
which the generality of penitents {kin over 

the 
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the wound of fin in nee confeience, perinit! me 


to add an 


- 


EVANGELICAL EXHORTATION, ~ 


potnting out the divine method of a found cure, 
which, though leaft’ regarded, and laft tried, ‘by 
moft Mes eelta 2s not only effeciualin Jomeybut Sisfete di: 


zn all cafes. 


IV. Wouldft thou, ferious Reader, be made 
whole in an evangelical manner ? To thy con- 
viétrons of original and aétual fin muft be added, 
a conviction of unbelief. Feel then, that thou 
haft negle€ted Chrifl’s great falvation: Own thou 
didft never afk, or never perfevere in afking the 
unfeigned, faving, powerful faith, by which 
the atonement 1s received and’ enjoyed, Rom. v. 11. 
Acknowledge, that the faith thou haft’ hitherto 
refted in, was not that ge/t of God, the grace of 
his own operation, wrought in thee according to 
the working of his mighty power. Eph. ii. 8. Col. 
il. 12. Fpl: i. 19. ‘And confefs it was not the 
right faith; becaufe it grew from the feed of 
prejudice and education, as the faith of Jews 
and Turks; and not from the feed of divine 
grace and power, as the faith of St. Paul, Gai. 
i. 15. and becaufe it never yielded the heavenly 
fruits which gofpel- faith” infallibly produces : 
Such as—a vital union with Chrift, Gal. ti. 20.— 
The pardon of fins, Col. i, 14. A€ts xiii. go.— 


Peace 
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Peace with God, Rom. v. 1.—Dominion over Sit, 
Rom. vi. 14-—-Vidlory over the world, 1 John v. 
4.—The crucifixion of -the flefh, Gal. v.— Power 
to quench the fiery darts of the wicked, Eph. vi. 
15.— Joy unfpeakable, 1 Pet.i. 8.—And'the. Jal- 
vation of thy Joul, 1 Pet. i. 9. Heb. x.39. 

Be not afraid of this convi€tion of unbelief; 
for it generally goes before divine faith, as the 
fermentation of a grain of corn in the earth is 
previous to its {hooting its flalk towards heaven. 
God concludes, fhuts us up in unbelief, Lays St. 
Paul, that he may have mercy uponus. Rom. xi. 
32. When the Comforter is come, {ays our Lord, 
he will convince the world of fin, becaufe they be- 
hewe not inme. This is the tranfgreflion which 
peculiarly deferves the name offi, as being the 
damning {in according to the gofpel, Mark XVi. 
16, the fin that binds upon us the guilt of ali our 
other iniquities, and keep up the power of all 
_ our corruptions. Its immediate. effe&t-is to har- 

“den,the heart, Mark xvi. 14, and make i depart 
Jrom the living God, Heb. iii. 12, and this hard- 
nefs and departure are the genuine parents of all 
our aéiual fins, the number and blacknefs of 
which increafes or decreafes, as the Brength of 
mameirey grav or decays... 

“A Convidtion of this fin is, of the uimof i im- 
portarice, as nothing but an affe &ting fenfe of its 
heinioufnefs and power can make us compleatly 
weary of ourfely es—nothing but a fight of its 
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deftrudtive nature can prevent our refling with- 
out a compleat cure. 

But when thou-art once convinced of unbe- 
belief, do not increafe the difficulty of believing 
by imagining true faith at an immenfe diftance. 
Confider it as very near thy heart, That which 

convinces thee of fin and unbelief can in a mo- 
ment, and with the greateft eafe, convince thee 
of righteoufnels, and reveal in thee Chrift the hope 
of. pri ‘How quickly can the-Spirit take of 
the things that belong to him, and fhow them 
unto thee! Say not then 2m thy heart, Who fhall 
a/cend into heaven, or dejcend into the deepto get 
me the feed of faith? But let St. Paul thew thee 
the new and leueng way. The word is. migh thee, 
fays he, even in thy mouth and in thy-heart, that 
és the word of faith which we preach; that of thou 
Shalt confe/s with thy mouth the Lord Féfus, and 
Shalt believe in thy heart that God hath raifed him 
from the dead, thou fhalt be faved; for we are fav- 
ed by faith, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. Hear then the word piyshe 
Lord. 

Are thy fins really grievous to he! > Is “- 
burden of them intolerable ? Wouldit thou part 
with it at any rate? Doft thou fully renounce 
thy fpecalative and barren faith ?) Haft thou re- 
ceived the fentence of death in thyfelf, vacknew- 
ledging thy cafe [for any thing thou ‘canft do] 
bnlgies hopelefs, delpereeamt And art ‘thor 


y truly 
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truly brought to ‘the grand inguiry,°Whad mia? P 
&o to be faved? See, feel, confefs, that’ thou 
flandeft in abfolute need of a divine Phyfician, 
an almighty Redeemer; and, that the God-mar 
Jefus Chrift, joins both thofe extraordinary cha- 
ra€ters in his wonderful perfon. Submit to be 
Javed by grace, by free grace, ‘through his mfi- 
nite merits, and net thy wretched deferts ; and, 
inftead of oppofing, continually ftudy God’s won- 
derful method of faving finners, the worft of 
finners, by faith in his blood. 

» There is no name but his under heaven whereby 
we mufl be faved, neither is there cure, or /ialva- 
tion in any other, A€isiv. 12. As by him all 
things were created, fo by him they fubfft, and 
by him they muft \be reftored. . The power of 
his word and breath, made man a living foul; 
and now that we are dead to God, the fame 
power, applying his blood and righteouftefs, 

mult create in us clean hearts, and-renew rizht 
Spirits atian us, ‘This, and this ‘only, heals 
wounded \confciences, wathes polluted | foals,! 
and raifes the dead in trefpaffes and fins.) 
~ Wouldft thou then be made whole? Determine, 
as St. Paul, to know nothing but Chroft, and fam. 
crucified: Aim at believing, realizing, applica- 
tory views of what he is, and wliat he has. done’ 
and faffered forthee. Through all the clouds of 
thy guilt.and unbelief, which will vanifh before 
our Sun of Righicoufne/s, aw mils before the mas) 
terial. fun, behold him as‘the Lamb of Gedy; that 
+ae taketh 
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taketh away the fen ‘of the world,,and, thine.— 
See the immenfe: dignity of his.perfon; ddezs 
God ‘over all bleffed for ever; amd yet he conde- 
feends to be Emmanuel, God with us, flefhof our 
flefh, and bone-of our bone.—Confider the inex- 
preflible value, and inconceivable efficacy of his 
precious, all- -atoning blood. It is. the blood of 
the facred body aflumed by) the eternal Logos, 
when he appeared in the likene/s of finful flefh, 
both as a Viétim and a Prieft, to faffer the pe- 
naliy of his own righteous Jaw for us, andto put 
away fin by the facrapce of himfelf—the blood of 
the Lamb of God flain to /prinkle many nations— 
the blood of that myflerious Being, who fills, che 
bofam of the Father, and the eveslafting throne, 
at whofe feet all the heavenly Powers caft thear 
crowns; and to whom, in the mid of the 
acclamations and adorations ef am tnemjnerable 
company of angds,-in.the midit of founding, trum- 
pets, thunderangs, livitenings, and worces, the 
Spirit of juft men made perfect afi ribe: falvation, 
freé, full, immenfely. dear -boughts/aluatene 
And to fay all in one word, it is the blood of God. 
manifrft in the flefh. Akis xx, 28o 1 Tims iti. 16. 
For Jehovah our righteoufnefs is the Seed of the 
~qwomany and the Son of man: The Godhead, and 
the manhood are wonderfully joined iin himy and 
in confequence of this myfterionsunien, he is 
not only a proper mediator between Ged and man, 
but the fole medium of, reconciliation andunion, 


aay the offended Majefly of heaven-and:the* 
rebel- 
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rebellious Sons’of Adam.  Asthe brazen ferpent 
lifted up inthe wilderefs, when viewed by the 
wounded Ifraelites, wasitthe only means by which 
the poifon of the fiery ferpents could be expelled, 
and health reftored to their tortured dying bodies: 
So Jefus lifted up on the crofs, when beheld by 
the eye of faith, as bleeding and dying in our 
ftead, is ‘the only way by which fin, the fling of 
death, can be extraéted out of our guilty,, perifh- 
ing fouls; the only antidote that can reflore us to 
faving health and. eternal life, John ui. 14. 
Apply whatever we will befides this fovereign 
remedy} we may poifon, but can never heal the 
envenomed and mortal wound. 

But remember, Sinner, that faith alone can 
make the bleffed application, Adam fell by re- 
jeéting in unbelief the word of threatening, and 
thou canfl never rife, but by receiving in daith 
the word of reconciliation. Gen, ii. 17. 2 Cor. 

~v. 1g. Inflead then of confufing, thy thoughts, 
and feattering thy defires by the purfuit of a 
variety of objeéts ; remember that one thing 1s 
needful for thee—Chrift and his falvation receiy- 

‘ed by faith ; For to as many as receive kim, he 

gives power to become the fous of God, even to them 
. ashes on his name.  Befeech him, therefore, 
‘to manifeft himfelf to thee by his word and Spi- 
rit.’ He ts the author and finifher of faith, the 
giver of every good and perfect gift; alk of, him 
an heart-felt confidence, that God ,/o loved thee, 

as to.give his only begotten Son, that thou ficuldjt 
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not perifh,, but have, everlafling life, a firm confi- 
denge, that as the firft Adam wilfully ruined thee; 
fo he, the fecond Adam, freely loved thee, and gave 
‘himself Jor thee: And that thou haft redemption 
through his blood, the forgivene/s of fins, not 
according to thy mers, but the reches Rs his 
grace. 

Theteaft degree of this divinely- wrought con- 
fidence, will begin to attra€t and unite thy foul 
to. him, who zs dur /ife and peace, our flrength 
and righteoufne/s. The everlatting gofpel will 
then be mufic jin thine ears, and power in thy 
heart. ts chearful, folemn found, will raife 
thy drooping fpirits, ard make thee fix the eye 
of thy mind on ¢he /gn of the Son of man, the upe 
lifted. banner of the crofs; And oh! while the 
felf-righteous fee nothing there but the de/pi/ed, 
reject -d man of forrow, what wilt thou difcover? 
Godin Chrift reconciling the world unto him/felft— 
God manifeft tn the fifi to deftroy the works of the 
devil! Jehovah Sus, the Captain of our Jalva- 
tion, treading the wine-prefs of the fiercene/s and 
wrath of the Almighty! Of the people there was 
none with him, therefore yet own arm brought fal. 
waitcn unto him. 

While the gofpel trumpet ts eiieuit te Sion, 
and the felf-hardened, fcoffing infidel, hears it 
with difdain and ridicule, what joy will the, vy, 
ful declarations convey to thy penitent and 
tening foul! With what rapturous: “delight “yit 
thou hang upon the lips of the’ meffengers. of 

_ peace, 
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peaee, ‘the fons of confolation, who’ preach free 
falvation by the blood of Jefus! While he ‘him- 
felf, confirming the word of his fervants, fays to 
thy ‘melting heart, with his /2//, /mall, and yet 
powerful, renovating vorce: Behold, I ft upon my 
throne making all things new—The words that 
Speak are Jpirit and life—I do not condemn thee, 
thy fins are forgtven—Be thou clean—Thy faith 
hath faved thee—Go in peace and fin no ‘more. 
Rev. xxi. 5.° John vi. 63. Luke vii. 48.50: 

Matt- viii. 9. John viii. 11. | 
‘’ And oh! what will thy’ believing, enlarged 
heart experience zn that day of God’s power, and 
thy fpiritual birth! Chrift the true light’ of the 
world, the eternal life of men, coming Jaddenly to 
his temple, and filling it with the light of his 
countenance, and the power of his refurreétion! 
—Chrift fhedding abroad in thy ravilhed' foul, 
. the love of thy heavenly Father, thy bittereft eve- 
- mies, and all mankind!—In a word, ‘the’ Moly 
Ghoft given unto thee! Or, Chrift dwelling in thy 
heart by faith! Jobni. 4. 1 John v.12. Rom. 
Viii. 15. and v. 5. Gal. i..16. Eph. i. 19. and 
iii. 17. 
Being thus made partaher of Chrift; and of the 
Holy Ghoft. Heb. iti. 14. and vi. 4. thy loving 
heart, thy praifing lips, thy blamelefs life will 
agree to teflify, that the Son of man hath power. 
on earth to forgive fins, aud that if any man ts in 
Chrift, | hei is.a new creature, old things are paffed: 
am avOMO Yeh * adiay’;. 
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away; behold; all things ane become new. -Matts, 
1x 652 Corsiv. 173 leq © (deal -ysiawst 

Till this is thy happy experience, ptay (as the 
drawings of the Father, and conviétions of the 
fpirit will enable thee) earneftly pray for living 
faith, for afazth that may be to thee the /ubftance 
¢ the pardon thou hope/t jor, and the evidence of 
the great facrifice thou dé/? not fee, but which our 
divine furety really offered upon the crofs for 
thee. \Confider how deplorable a thing it is, that 
thou fhouldft be prevented from claiming, re- 
ceiving, enjoying the delightful knowledge of 
thy intereft in the Redeemer’s death; when: his 
pardoning leve, and the word of hissgrace, offer 
it thee without money and without price, and ab- 
folutely nothing but infatuating unbelief, or {pi- 
ritual f{loth, keeps thee from the invaluable 
bleffing.» Be not fatisfied idly to. wait in the di- 
vine'ordinances, till thou /ec/l che kingdom of God 
come with powers but as the waolent dow, take ul % 
force. 


Prifoner of hope, be ftrong, be bold, 
Caft offthy doubts, difdain to fear... 
- Dare to believe, on Chriftlay hold; 
Wreille with Chrift in mighty player's a 
Tell him, I will not let thee go, LOE) 6 nay 
Till I thy name, thy nature know, a 7 


Be attentive to the calls of the S iit Saat 
follow the drawings of the Father,, till they bring 
| thee 
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thee to the Son; and keep thine eye upon the 
dawning light of the gofpel, till the morning- 
ftar arifes in thy heart. Venture, confidently 
venture upon the boundlefs mercy of God in Je- 
fus Chrift. If a fpirit of infirmity bows thee 
down, yield not to it, /eventy times /even times, 
try to arife and look up, calling aloud for help 
againft it, Say, if poffible, wzth tears, as the 
diftreft father in the gofpel, Lord I beheve, or, 
Lord I would believe, he/p thou my unbelief : Or 
with tempted Job, Though thou flay me, yet will I 
truft im thee. . 

In this manner knock with the earneftnefs of 
the importunate widow, till the door of faith 
opens, and thou beginneft to fe the falvation of 
God.’ But ftop not here at the threfhold of 
Chriftianity. Have boldne/s to enter into the ho- 
lift by the blood of Fe/us- Go on from fatth to 
faith, ill thy day of Pentecoft 1s fully come, till 
thou art endued with power from on high, baptized 
with the Holy Ghoft and with fire, and _fealed with 
that holy Spirit. of promi/fe, which Chrift recezved 
of the Father, and abundantly fhed on his Jervants. 
and handmaids, when he was glorified: Com- 
pare Matt. iii, 11. Eph. i, 13. Joba Vil. 39 
Aéts i. 5, 8, and i. 93, 39, and vill. 15, and 
xix. 2. John vii. 39. Tit. iii. 6. 

In the mean time, ufe all, the means of grace 
with an eye to theirend.; /liy up the gift of hope 
that 1s in thee’; and to raife thy drooping expec- 


tation, receive the encouraging teftimony | of 
God's 
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God’s redeemed, praifing people, whofe hearts 
and tongues are ready to teftify.to thy ears, what 
the following lines declare to thine eye’. 


V. That which we have feen and heard declare 
we unto you; that you al/omay have fellowflup with 
us, and truly our fellowfhip is with the Father 
and with his Son Fefus Chrift. For the life was 
manifefed, and we have feen it, and bear urine/s, 
and fhew unto you, that eternal life which was with 
ihe Father, and manifefted untous. Yes, we have 
found him, of whom Mofes and the prophets ad 
wrte.. From hlefled experience we declare, 
that the Mefliah is come, that his effence is Love 
incarnate, his name free Salvation, and his de- 
light the eternal happinefs of the children of men.. 
He is the chief'among ten thoufand prophets, 
priefts, kings and faviours; he is- altogether 
lovely. We ftaked our fouls upon his eternal: 
truth, and it was done to us both, according’ to 
his word and our faith ; Therefore with humble 
joy we declare, that he anfwers the prayers, and. 
delivers the fouls of perifhing finners, as graciouls. 
ly as he did in the days of his flefh, 

Upon trials a thoufand times fuccefsfully” r re- 
peated, we proclaim him the help of the help. 
lefs, the hope of the hopelefs, the health: of ihe 
fick, the flrength of the weak, the riches ; of the 
poor, the peace of the difquieted, the comfort. of 
the affliGed, the light of thofe that fit in dark. 
nefs, the companion of the defolate, the friend: 


of, 
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of the friendlefs, the way of the bewildered, the 
wifdom of the foolifh, the rmghteoufnefs of the 
ungodly, the fanétification of the unholy, the re- 
demption of captives, the joy of mourners, the 
glory of the infamous, and in a word, the falva- 
tion of the loft. 

Though he was the Creator of men and an- 
gels, he vouchfafed to be born of a woman, that 
we the wretched offspring of degenerate Adam 
might be born again, born of God. Though 
he had ftretched forth the heavens likea curtain, 
and befpangled them with ftars innumerable } he 
wrapped himfelf in the fcanty, fading garment of 
our flefh, and put on the vail of our miferable 
humanity, that we might be invefted with the 
glory and communicable perfeétions of the divine 
nature. Though he was the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, he did not difdain to take upon 
him the form and office of a fervant, that we 
might be delivered from the flavery of Satan, and 
that angels might be fent-forth to minifter for us, 
who are.the heirs of falvation. Though he was 
the fulnefs of him who fills all in all, he worked, 
that we might not want; toiled that we might 
reft; and endured hunger and thirft, that we 
might tafte the hidden manna, eat the bread of 
life, and drink with him the my ftic wine of his 
Father’s kingdom. His omnipotent word covers 
a thoufand hills with verdure, and cloathes mil- 
lions of creatures with rich furrs, glittering {cales, 
sare fhining plumage ; ; but oh, infinite con- 

defcenfion! 
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defcenfion! he fubmitted tobe friptof his pla 
raiment, that our fhame: might snet appear; ihe: 
became naked, that we might be: | adorned “with 
robes of righteoufnefs, and garments of falvation. 
Though his riches were immenfe and unfearcha- 
ble like himfelf, though heaven was his throne, 
and earth his foatitool, he became poor, and 
was deflitute of a place where to lay hisshead, that 
we might be rich in faith here, and heirs of the, 
kingdom hereafter. Though he was, is now, 
and ever fhall be the joy of the heavenly powers, 
and the obje&t of the deepeft adoration, he was 
voluntarily defpifed of nen, that we amight be 
honoured of God: He was acquainted too with 
griefs, that we might rejoice with joy unfpeaka- 
ble and full of glory. Though fupreme Law- 
giver and Judge of all, matchlefs love made him 
yield to be judged, and unjuftly condemned at 
Pilate’s bar, that we might he honourably acquit- 
ted, and glorioufly rewarded before his awful 
tribunal. Though archangels laid their crowns 
at his feet, and Seraphim veiled their faces be- 
fore him, unable to ftand the dazzling eflulgence 
of his glory; he fuffered himfelf to be derided, 
fcoffed, {pit upon, {courged, and crowned’ with 
thorns ; that we might be acknowledged, applaud- 
ed, embraced, and prefented with never-fading 
crowns of righteoufnefs and glory. The Lord of 
Hofts is his name ; he is defervedly called Won- 
derful Counfellor, the everlafting Father, the migh- 
ty God, the Prince of peace; eherubic legions fly _ 


at 
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et his nod; and yet, aftonifhing humiliation! 
This froulderson which ws laid the government of . 
.the world, felt the: infamous load of a:malefac- 
tor’s crofs ; and barbarous foldiers. fupported: by 
an inraged mob, led:him asa lamb to the flaugh- 
ter, that we might be delivered from the heavy 
curfe of the law, and gently conveyed by: celeftial 
Powers. into Abraham’s bofom. Let all the an» 
«gts of God worflup him, is the great decree to 
which the heavenly hierarchy fubmits with in- 
ceffant tranfports of the moft ardent devotion: 
and yet he was crucified as an execrable 
wretch, guilty, of treafon and blafphemy,. that 
we, daring rebels and abominable finners, might 
be made tings and priefls unto God, partaking of 
his higheft. glory, as he partook of our deepeft 
fhame.; And, to crown his loving-kindnefs, he 
“expired inthe midft of rending rocks, and a fu~ 
pernatural datknefs; that we might, feel his ten- 
ider mercies, and be indulged) with the light of 
heaven, when we go thraagl the dreary valley 
of ihe fhadow of death, to reap, the joys of eter- 
nal life. 


‘Survey this wond’rous cure: 
‘And at each fiep let higher wonder rife! 
Pardon for infinite offetiee! ! and pardon 
Thro’ means that {peak its value infinite! 
A pardon bought with blood! with blood divine! 
~ With bloed divine of him, we made our foe ! 
Perfifted to provoke ! ‘tho’ wood and aw’d, 


a 
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Blefs’d and chaftis’d, bold, flagrant rebels fill! » 
Bold rebels ’midit the thunders of his throne! , 
Nor, we alone! a rebel univerfe! — 
Yet for the fouleft.of the foul he dies. 

But this it not all: Having through the grace 
of God tafted death for every man, and pert 


the grave for believers, 


He rofe! He rofe! He broke the bars of death. 
Oh the burft gates, crufh’d fling, demolith’d ' 
throne, 
Laft gafp of vanquifh’d death! Shout, earth and 
heav’n, 

This /um of good to man ; whofe nature, then, 
Took wing. and mounted with him from the tomb ! 
Then, then, we rofe; then firft humanity 
Trivmphant, pafs’d the chryftal gates of light. 

~ Young. 

O the depth of the myftery of faith! O the 

breadth, the Jength, the height of the love of 
Chrift! All his Lupendous humiliation from his 
Father’s' bofom, through the virgin’s womb, to 
the accurfed tree, all -his aftonifhing exaltation, 
from the duft of the grave, and the forrows of 
hell, to the joys of heaven, and the higheft 
throne of glory, all this immenfe progrefs of in- 
carnate love—all, all is ours! His myfterious in- 
carnation reunites and indears usto Ged ; his na- 
tural birth procures our fpiritual regeneration ; 
his unfpotted life reftores us to a blifsful immor- 
gap? 9 his bitter agony gives us calm repofe; 

ep er hily 
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his bloody fweat wathes away our manifold pol- 
lutioiis' his deep wounds diffil’ the balm that 
heals our envenomed fores ; his perfeét obedi- 
ence is our firth title to endlefs felicity ; his fall 
atonement purchafes our free juflification; his 
cruel death is the fpring of immortal life; his 
grave the gate of heaven; his refurreGiion the 
pledge of glory; his afcenfion the triumph of our 
» fouls ;. his fitting at the right hand of the Majelly 
onhigh, the earneft of our future coronation and 
exalted felicity; and his conftant prevailing ips 
terceflion, the inexhauflible overflowing foun- 
tain-of all our bleffings. 

Come then, confcious Sinner, come to the 
feaft of pardoning love, tafte with» us, ‘thatthe 
Lord is gracious.. Let not a falfe humility des 
tain thee, under pretence, that -“ thou art not 
yet humbled and broken enough for fin.” » Alas!: 
who can humble thee but Jefus,) who fays, 
Without, me ye can do nothing? And how anit 
thou be broken, but by. falkng upon this chief 
cornerstone ? If humiliation and contrition ‘are - 
parts of the falvation which he merited for thee, as 
itmot the quinteflence of felf-righteoufnels, to 
attempt to obtain them. without him 2. Away, 
then, for ever away'with fuch a HangAEes eX- 
CHE s pte We ' bi Bed 

Nor Jetthe. amen sh thy. fins bp thee 
from the {peedieft application to Jetus for, grace 
and pardon. What! though thy. crimes are of 

; the deepeft dye, and moft enormous magnitude ; 
though 


cae) | 
though they are innumerable | as “the fat Bie 


"fea hore, and. aggravated by the mol uncom nmon 
and horrid circumftances ; yet thou needeft not ‘no 
defpair: He has opened a jountain for -fin of e Anat 
kind,: and uncleanne/s of every degree ; bier 
cleanfes Jt one all fin. . } 

He 1s a: Redeemer mot eminently. fined, a 
Saviour moft compleatly qualified. to rellore, core 
rupt, euilty, .apoltate, undone mankind 5 the 
vilell of the vile,- the fouleft of the foul’ AOL EX) 
cepted. He is almighty, and therefore perfeétly 
abie to reflore lapfed powers, root up inveterate 
habits, and implant heavenly tempers... He, is 
love ifelf, compaihonate, merciful, ipardoning 
lov e, become.incarnate for thee. And {hall he, 
that {pared not his, own life, but delivered him- 
{elf up for us all—thall he not with his own blood, 
alfo freely give us ali things? ; Vstiods 

» Ae! holdy, oh behold him with the rusk WY 
faith Grtelly torne with various initrament 
APRESS. he shangs aloft, on the accurfed ' 

uyee two of the moft. execrable _ a le 
aud there, infulted morethan they, he] he 
uifamous load, of guilt. He knows no funy and yet 

alist nadefinsor us: He becomes @ 

eens, from the curfe, of the ten 
dears our fins an his}own body on, tree 

, wigdngled Son peat 1 ed fo 
ernigingttes 4 the chafhfement, of our, pe 
Aisin God, ach kasd on kin the qniguity ¢ 
axfieaiac hres we r are healed, “4 
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See,, PARDON FOR LOST SINNERS. is writ- 
ten with pointed fteel and flreaming blood on his 
pierced hands and feet - The double floodiffuing 
from his wounded fide, more than feals.the dear- 
bought biefling: The hand. writing againft us is 
nailed to his crofs, and blotted out with, his pre- 

_ cious blood: His open arms invite, draw, and 
welcome returning prodigals; and there encir- 
cled,; the worft of finners may find a fafe, and 
delightful retreat, a real and prefent heaven, 

-O finner, let thy heart fly thither on the wings 
of eager expeétation and impetuous. defire—By 
all that is near, dear, and facred to thee, fly— 
Fly from eternal death—Fiy for eternal life, The 
law, violated by ten thoufand tranfgreffions, 
purlues thee with ten thoufand curfes: The 
{word of divine Vengeance flames over thy de- 
voted head: Sin, the fling of death, has been a 
thoufand times fhot into thy wretched breafl; 
-its fubtle and dire poifon continually works in 
thy hardened, or diftreffed heart: Gull, the 
fting of fin—the never-dying worm, perpetually 
-benumbs thy ftupid foul, or gnaws thy reftlefs 
‘confcience: Raging Lufts, thofe {parks of the 
fire of hell, which nothing but the blood of the 
crofs can quench; or fierce Paffions, thofe. 
flathes of infernal lightening, that portend an 
“impending florm, frequently break out in thy be- 
nighted foul, an heart-felt pledge of tormenting 
‘flames: Satan, whom thou haft perhaps invoked 
~ by horrid tnprecaflons, goes about as a roarins 

wel ae MGa, 
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ion, feeking, to. en{nare| his carelefsvotary;.er 
devour his defperate worfhippen:\;Deadh:levels 
his pointed .fpear at thy: thonghtlefs heart > Hel? 
itfelf is moved from beneath to meet thee at thy 
coming ; and the Grave gapes at thy feet, Teady 
to clofe her hideous mouth upon poe th 
btn igen iin “dt bak 

Fly then,, miferable finner, ~ Ff thy eth i not 
brafs,’ and thou ‘cahft not dwell with everlafting 
burnings, fly for fhelter to the bloody crofs of 
Jefus. There thou wilt meet him who was,: cand 
is, and 25 to come » Emmanuel, Cod with us, who 
appeared as the fon of man, to make his foul-an 
offering sfor jin, for, thy fin; and faved shyife 
from deftruGion, by lofing his: own! in!spangs 
which-made the fun turn: pale, fhook the earth, 
and caufed .the fhattered Nag to give-up theit 
dead 1 21G $f)’ 53H 

He is'even now near to di heart ;: he. flands 
at.the door and gently knocks bythe word offlis 
grace. If thou heareft: hise voice) ‘and -opetieft 
by. believing, he owill comes vin; “the. 'word-of re- 
concili ation, fhall be powerfully ingtafted in thy 
heart ; thon fhalt know, experime tally know 
she truth, and the truth thal! make thee ee. 
Allaged that he hath by. hitfelf i 


bread Hi God, which, came Pt 
give i toa perithing world. » Evange trath 
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received by ‘faith, will heal, setae 4 shisonatt 
and fanétify thy foul. h quovab 

But perhaps thy guilty heart receives'no'con-+ 
{elation from thefe lines. Thou ftill confidereft 
Chrift as a fevere Lawgiver, or an inflexible 
Jadge; and not as the propitiation for thy fins, 
and thy gracious, ‘all-prevailing Advocate with 
the Father. Oh! how doft thou wrong both 
him and thyfelf by fuch falfe conceptions! And 
how foon would thy gloomy fears give place to 
triumphant joy, if thy thoughts of him cor- 
refponded with his. gracious defigns towards 
thee! 

Wouldft thou know him better; behold him 
through the glafs of his word, and not through 
the mift of thy fears; and thou wilt fee that, far 
from watching over thee for evil, he fixes upon 
thee the piercing: eye of his redeeming Jove; 
waits, that he may be gracious to thy foul, and 
calls, continually calls. for thee. Oh! if thou 
haft.an ear liften, and as thou lifteneft, wonder 
at. the kind, reviving words, which proceed out 
of his mouth, 


VI. + ‘ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,. 

ic by the Lord; fpeak ye comfortably to Jerufa- 
D3 lem, 
_. + This part of the addrefs is almoft literally tranfcribed from 

the {cripture, and it is defigned fornone but mourners in Sion, 
dejeéted finners, who.are backward to. come to Chritt, that 
they might have life. Thefe want line upon line, and invitation, 
wpon invitation: And it is well if, after ally they are encouraged 
tocome. As for full fouls, I know they will loath this honey-~ 
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‘Jem, and érv unto her, that! Her warfareri¢ 
*accomplifhed, ‘and’ her’ iniquity’ is’ pardoned ; 
‘for, in me, fhe hath'received of the Lord’s hand 

“double forall her fins : He is well pleafed’for 
“my righteoufnels fake, I have magnified ‘the 
‘law, and made it honourable? 1 have Been 
“lifted up, and now TP draw all aen utito me. 
“My ‘delights are with the fons of men, ahd 
Stherefore am F exalted, that ‘T may have meray 
“upow them. Behold, I come witha ftiong 
“hand; my reward is with me, ‘and my" work 
“before me! > Every valley fliall” be exalted, 
‘every mountain and hill fhall be made’ low }*the 
“crooked Shall’ be made frait,’ ‘ala taletrbig h. 

# places plain; my glory fhall’be revealed, and alt 
‘ flefh thall fee it together” eet yd katie 

“Hearken'unto me, ye nctcneaniarsdbt 
+ far from righteoufnels ; ; I bring neat rly’ righ 
“ feoufiefs,” n fhall not be far off,’ anid "thy falva- 
* tion ‘fhall hot tarry. Seek” ye: “me while? Tintay 
mee found, call’ upon me while Va am, , Hear: Re. 


6 aR unto-me, and I will have n miley i ave 
‘and though ye have only done oil 
m 

xf. nin She 
waareg ‘Bat v8 they sare ite ee 
they, [BE 2 with the fame thing ; st ome at 
will fay, “+ One thing’ is needful for us. We eanitot have tde iluch 
* virgin honey.s.it is. fweetnefs! ns demain of 
variety. . Hthe manha falls. abundantly roundyount 
Aix us op t praife, and not.to.murmus.  Falaefscof t pba 
of dif, will nat inake us wax fataad’ kick! like Je hurun 
i atpanelepgrbigy rich eats rent with, iples, we 
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‘from your youth, I will abundantly . pardon + 
‘For my thoughts are not revengeful as your 
‘thoughts, nor my ways unloving as your ways: 
‘In me you fhall be faved with an everlafting 
‘ falvation,’ iH 
. ¢Come therefore unto me, all ye that travel 
‘and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft: 
* My yoke is eafy, my burden hght, and my reft 
* glorious.” Ho'! every ove that thirfteth.come 
t ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
tcomevye, buy and eat all that can revive, 
*firengthen; andidelight your fouls; yea, come, 
‘ buy Wine and milk ‘without money- ‘and with- 
“out price. Wherefore do ye {pend money for 
‘that which is not bread, and -your labour for 
* that which fatisfieth not? Hearken diligently 
* unto me, eat that: which is good; and let your 
* foul delight itfelf insfatnefs: Incline your ear, 
* and come;unto..me; hear, and your foul, thall 
+live: I will make an everlafting: covenant with 
* you,, even the {ure mercies of David, and you 
* {hall all know me, from the leafb to the greateft; 
* for L will forgererydor i marty and remember 
*your finino more.’6 1) > 

*QOh, if thou kneweft Tie if of God, 
* wretched finner, and who it is that faith unto 
+ thee, J/ any man thirfls, let him come to me and 
4 drink, thouwouldf have afked of bim, and. he 
* would baveigiven thee living: water; awelloof 
it would:-have {prung up in thee unto everialt- 
sainaidignrcanechdp ayo ie inmd ft daul, 
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* rivers of living water, the greateft abundance of 
«the pureft joy, would. have. flowed. for ever; 
«I, even I, am he that. blottéth out thy tranf= 
* greffions for my own fake,. and will not remem: 
* ber thy fins: I will guide thee continually, and 
* fatisfy thy foul. in drought; and thou fhalt-be 
‘like a,watered garden, or like a {pring of water; 
¢ whofe waters do not fail.’ rom 
¢O how often would EI have eeu thee in 
* years paft, as a hen gathers her brood under her 
‘ wings! How often would I have led thee, as an 
‘eagle fluttereth over her young, {fpreadeth 
‘ abroad her wings, taketh them, and beareth 
‘them! but thou wouldft not. Neverthelefs, 
«this is fill the day of my power, merey, and 
‘Jove: 1 pardon thofe whom I referve, and I 
‘will yet be pacified towards thee, for all: that 
‘thou haft done. I was angry with thee, but 
‘mine anger is turned away, my thovghts to- 
« wards thee are thoughts of peace, and I am be. 
«come thy falvation. Come then, let us now 
‘ reafon together, and though thy fins be as fear. 
‘let, they fhall be as white as. fnow; though 
‘they be red like crimfon,. peri thall be as. 
* wool.” 


Why does not thy recplamiaal O finner, 
leap for joy, or melt with gratitude,, at thefe ten- 
der invitations of thy Saviour? Thinkeft thou, 
they do not belong: to thee ? Doft thou fuppofe,. 
that Jefus, wha is.all, purity and holinefs,. muft 

; turn, 
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torn away with abhorrence from fuch | a» guilty, 
polluted; and-abominable creature as ‘thou art ?— 
One fo void of all good, fo full of all-evil, ‘fo 
compleatly loft and undone as thou feeft thyfelf? 

Art thou afraid that-thy relapfes into fin have 

been fo frequent, and thy backflidings fo multi- 

“plied, that hope, which comes to all, can no 
more come to thee? Or does the enemy of thy 

foul-fuggeft thou art carelefs, hardened, and 

funk in flupid unbelief ?—Does he infinuate, 

thou haft fo long trifled with divine grace, art 

gone fuch lengths in horrid wickednefs, or . haft 
* contraéted fuch wnconquerable habits of indulg- 
ing thy carnal mind, or following thy vain ima- 
ginations, that infinite mercy can no longerpardon 

thy fins, or infinite power change thy nature ? 
Art thou even tempted to believe thou haft'com- 
mitted the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, and -art 
_almoft, if not altogether, given up to.a/reprobate 
mind? O' check thofe gloomy, » defpairing 
thoughts; refift the devil ; and give’ place oto 

more true and honourable fentiments of Jefus.: ° 

“Wherefore doft thou doubt, O thou’ of little 
faith? Is-any thing too’ hard for the Lord? 
“Are not. all things poffible with God ? Can the 
Almighty, who became incarnate to die, as 

man} in-thy'place, want either ability or willing- 

_niefs to-help thee, be thy tafe’ever fo’ deplorable 
wand defperate? Are not darknefs or light,’ fick- 
_nefs or death, all! one to him, who i is thelight of 
the world, ‘and ‘the Printe of life ¥: ‘and who, with 
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aword or a touch raifed the dead, whether they 
were: yet)'warm-on-a bed, cold’ in a coffin, or 
already putrified ina grave?» 

* .Confine not then, poor deje&ted Sinner, thy 
Saviour’s boundlefs mercy. within the narrow 
limits of thy unbelieving thoughts. Get fcrip- 
tural views of his pardoning love, and true dif- 
coveries of his redeeming power. To guefs 
aright at the prodigious extent of his mercy, lift 
up the dim eyes of thy ftruggling faith, and be- ~ 
hold a great multitude, which no man can num- 
ber, flanding before the throne, with their robes 
wafhed and made white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

Among thofe countlefs monuments of divine 
mercy, thofe illuftrious trophies of free grace, 
fee David, who, after having been admitted to 
clofe communion with God, plunged -for ten 
months in the horrible guilt of adultery, trea- 
chery, hypocrify, and murder!—See Paul,’ 
once fo fierce an enemy to the truth, fo fiery a 
blafphemer of Jefus, fo raging a perfecutor of 
the faints, that his very breath was threatenings 
‘and flaughter againft them!—See Peter, who, 
after a great profeffion of faithfulnefs, and upon 
an apparently flight temptation, denied three 
times his Mafter, his Saviour, and his God, in 
his very prefence—Peter guilty of lying, curfing, 
and perjury ; immediately after he had been ap- 
prifed of the imminent temptation, and armed 
againt i ity bath - gible bi Holy fatrament 
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at our Lord’s own. hand, and being admitted: to 
fee his wonderful agony, and glorious miracles: 
Thefe, and thoufands more agree to tell thee, 
For this cau/e we obtained mercy, that in us Sirf, 
Fefus Chrift might fhew forth all long-/uffering, for 
-apattern to them which should hereafier believe on 
him.to life everlafling. 

/Tfallthefe witneffes do not fitence thy doubts, 
and “encourage thy hopes; Jefus’ himfelf, the 
faithful and true witnels, will yet plead the caufe 
of his dying love, againft thy unbelieving fears : 
Thy gracious Advocate with God, will yet be 
“God's condefcending Advocate with thee. O 
let thy clamorous -confcience keep filence, 
while he preaches to thee the ev erlafting gofpel 
of his grace. .And if to day thou’ heareft: his 
voice, harden»not thy heart, come out of the 
cave -of. unbelief, wrap thyfelf in the mantle of 
divine mescy, and worfhip the pardoning God, 
the God of neverfailing truth, and veverlafting 
love. 

Gracious Saviour! make thine own words 
fpixit and life to the foul thou haft formed by thy 
breath,.and \purchafed with thy blood.—Blefled: 
Comforter! While thy precious fayings flrike ~ 
the eyes of this hopelefs Reader, let the love 
whieh chou didit thedyabroad, foften melt, and 
Fevive.,his poor, opprefled hearty, and let falva- 
tion come thisday tothe houfe of a fon or daughy 
ten of, Abrabam !A touch, a breath from ‘thee 
owill break the. bars of iron, burfi_ the gates of 


brafs, 
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brafs, and make the everlafting» ‘doors life up 
theit heads, that’ the King i glory: si 
come’ in. PPMP i - 

Who ts this King of glory? Who ts) thes that 
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah? This, that 1s glorious tn, his a 
travelling in the greatne/s of his frength? 

‘I that fpeak in righteoufnels, mighty to fatde, 

‘ I have trodden the wine-prefs alone, mine own 
‘arm hath brought falvation unto me, falvation 
‘ for the loft: Itis gone forth; my righteouf- 
‘nefsis near; the les thall wait on me, and on 
‘amy arm fhall they truft. The Spirit of the’ 
‘ Lord God is upon me: He hath anointed me 
‘to preach good tidings to the meek he ‘hath 
‘fent'me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 
‘claim liberty to the captives, ‘and the opening 
‘ of the prifon to them that are bound, to!-com-. 
‘ fort all that mourn, and by the blood of the ¢o- 
*-venant, to fend forth the i out’ of the 

‘ pit where there is no water.” > PE ME HE. 

‘ Fear not therefore, thou ‘worm ‘Jaci ‘Tam 
‘the firft and the laft, he that liveth’ and was 
‘dead, and behold, 1 am alive for evermore. — 
‘Yes, I ever live to make interceffion for thee, . 
‘and becaufe I live thou fhalt “live alfov All: 
‘power is given, all judgment is’ committed to 
“me in heaven and earth: I have the keys of 
‘death and hell: A Jonah, who’ eriés.to—me 
‘ont of the very belly of hell, grt mn 
‘ reach of my gracious and oftitpotenhanwhied 

‘Who . 
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»* Who art thou that haft. feared continually 
* every day, becaufe of the/fury of the oppreflor, 
* as if he were ready to deltroy? 1, even I, am 
* he that comforteth thee. ‘I bring glad tidings of 
© great joy which {hall be to all people. I have 
* triumphed over all thine enemies on the crofs. 
* I have led captivity captive, and received gifts 
* for men, even the promife of the Father, that 
* the Lord God the Spirit may dwell in them. 
* At my command the great, the evangelical 
* trumpet is blown, and they that are ready to 
* perifh in the Jand ofAflyria, and the outcafts 
* inthe land of Egypt do come, and are, welcome 
‘to mount Sion. Haflen with them, thou cap- 
* tive exile, haften to me that thou mayit be 
* Joofed, and that thou fhould{t not die in the 
* horrible pit of thy natural ftate.’ 

‘ Thy helpleffnefs is no hindrance to my loving~ 
* kindnefs: I break not the bruifed reed, I quench 
* not the {moaking flax: I upholdall that fall, I raife. 
* up all thofe that are bowed down: I fay to the 
* prifoners, Go forth; and to them that are in 
* darknefs, fhew yourfelves: I flrengthen the 
* weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees : I fay 
« to them that are of a fearful heart, be ftrong, 
‘fear not; behold! I will come with vengeance 
* and arecompence, I will come and fave you.’ 

* My tender mercies are over all my works. 
* When the poor and needy feek water and there 
* is none, and their tongue faileth for thirft, I the 
* Lord will hear them; I the God of Ifrael, will 
. E © not 


- 
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not forfakethem. Iwill open rivers jin-high 

Bere I will make the wildernefs a pool, and 

the dry land {prings of water.’ . 

« It is true, thou haft finned: with an blak hand, 
both againft thy light and againft my love; but 
how fhall 1 give. thee up Ephraim? How 
fhall I deliver thee, finner? How thall I make 
thee-as Admah, and fet thee as Zeboim, thofe 
rebellious cities, on which I poured my flaming 
vengeance? My heart isturned within me, my 
repentings are kindled together; I wall not de- 
ftroy thee, for 1 am God and notman. Ihave 
feen thy ways, and will heal and lead thee, and 
reflore comfort to thee; for I create the fruit 
of the lips, Peace! peace to him that is afar 
off, and to him that is near, +I will heal him,” 

* Thou haft not chofen me, but Ihave chafen 
thee; thou art my fervant, fear not, ‘for I am 
with thee; be not difmayed, for I am thy God. 
My firength is fufficient for thee; Iwill help 
thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteoufne!s, They that war againft thee 
{hall be as nothing, for I the Lord thy God will 


«hold thy right hand, and make my flrength per- 
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‘ 


‘ 


‘ 


‘ 


fe& inthy weaknefs. I will bring thee. by a way 
thou halt not known. I will make darknefs 
light before thee, and crooked paths firait ; 
When thou paffeft through ihe waters, I will. be 
with thee, and. when thou walkeft through the 
‘ fire, thou fhalt not be burnt, neitl hall the 


« flame kindle upon thee, fos. amt e Lord, thy 


* Saviour, 
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_ © Baviourjsande thy God.) I. havescamied thee 
*froumthe womb, and even to hodry Hidivs wii I 
* bear and deliver: thee.’ 

ot Therefore hear now this, «thou allied and 
*dronken but ‘not with wine, I willinot coniend 
‘forevery neither will J be always! wroth;, for 
‘the fpirit|\would fail, before. mey and the. foul 
“which Thave. made.’ E turn the) water of al- 

‘*fliGion intosthe wine of confolation. Behold; 
*T take-out of ‘thy hand the cup of trembling, 
“even the dregs of the cup of my fury ; thou 
* thalt no more dtink-it again ;/ I will put it into 
* the hand: of them, that affi@ thy foul: And in 
* the room of it, I give thee the cup of the new 
*Feftament in niy blood, fhed for the’ retiffion 
* of fins: Iris now ready, draw nari drink thou 

“of it, and tafte that. I anv gracious,’ : 
“© Come near, that I may fpeak a word in fea- 
‘fon to thy weary fpirit. Why! flandeft thou 
“afar off ? Come near, I fay, that my foul may 
“blefs thee. Let me fhew thee my glory, and~ 

+ proclaim my foullreviving name>‘ The Lord! 
«The Lord God! merciful and graéious, long-/if- 
‘fering, and abundant in goodne/s and truth, 
* keeping mercy for thouJands, and forgiving int- 
« quity, tranfgreffion, and fin! Let me wath thy 
heart from iniquity, guihy finver, for nnlefs I 

“¥wath thee thowhaft no part with me. Unlefs 
* thot att born again of water and of the Spirit; 
* thou canft tot fee the kingdom of God. But 
* thisis the covenant of promife which I make 


yilhit oc Ea * with 
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‘with thee +L will. fprinkle cleam water. upon 
* thee, and. thou fhalt be clean; a new heart will 
‘give thee, and anew fpirit, even my own Spi- 
‘rit, will I put within thee, and thou fhalt be 
‘bornef God; and at that day thou fhalt know 
‘that Iam in the Father, and thouin me, and I 
‘ in thee.’ 
‘ Who is he that condemneth? oe is 1 who 
* died for thy fins, yea rather who rofe again for 
‘ thy juftification, who am even at the right hand 
‘of God, who alfo make interceflion for thee. 
‘The fame compaffionate love, that made me 
‘weep over ungrateful Jerufalem, and groan 
‘ over dead Lazarus, made me bleed,and die for 
‘thee. O thatin this thy day, thou mayft know 
‘ the things that belong unto thy peace, and the 
‘ efficacy of that facrifice, by which I have for 
* ever perfeéted them that are fanétified !-O that 
‘unbelief, fo injurious to me, and fo pernicious 
‘to thee, may no longer hide my love from thine 
“eyes |’ : 
‘What! afraid of my purity, art thou ready 
‘to cry out as my apofile, Depart from me, O 
‘Lord, for Iam a finful man? And dof thou 
‘tremble at. my words. as a criminal at the fen- 
* tence of his judge ? O be of good chear, it is I, 
‘be not afraid. Am not I thy light and ftrength, 
‘thy fhield and buckler, thy tower and_refting 
‘place, thy ftrong hold whereunto_ thou maytt 
‘alway refort, thy caflle and, fortrefs, the ho horn 
‘ alfo of thy ape and. aby refuge ? As for 
* thy 


Es 3 
© thy fins, ifthou delife to part with them, they 
“will no more Hinder’ me’ from vifiting thee, thar 
é the ficknel’ Of ’a patient’ prevents a phy fieiani 
“from giving him his attendance.’ 
“T know thou arta finner—a great finner : 

* For this caufe came I down from’ heaven tg 
*Bethlehem—to Gethfemane—to Calvary. I 
€ know thine iniquitiés are tore “in! “niimber 
‘than the hairs of thy head; Hké a fore burden, 
‘ they ate too heavy for thee to bear; and there- 
* fore have I borne them for thee in my own bo- 
* dy on the tree. I came not to call the righteous, 
* but fianers' to tepentance: I'am thé man that 

“receiyeth finners, ‘and eateth with them’: I am 
‘ the friend of returning publicans and harlots; all 
«manner of fins and blafphemies {hall be’ fete en, 
them through faith in my blood : God was in mé 
* reconciling the world unto himfelf, nor imputing 
* their trefpaffes unto them: And how, Pbefeect. 
*thee, be thou (for one) reconciled to’ God; for 
“in me God is reconciled to ‘hee, thy fin “is‘co~ 
“vered, and thine iniquity forgiven.’ 
~ © Great as thy crimes are, poor mourmer in 
* Zion, I upbraid thee not with them ;) my 
‘ infinitely meritorious ‘facrifice, lath long ago- 
*atoned for” their heinoufnefs, and now T cat 
‘the mantle of my pardoning love over their 
«multitude: Thou art afhamed of them, and 
* fhall I be athamed of thee ?—Far be the thought 
“from theeI glory im extending:my boundle/[s 
“mercy to fuch' mifereble objetts as thou art.. 
cae E 3 * This. 
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' This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all tren 
tobe received, that ‘Tl came into’the world to 
‘ fave finners: and if with my fervant Pauly thou 
© feeft thyfelf the chief of them, let me do the 
* chef part ofthe errand, on which I ¢ame; Took 
* unto me—partake with him of my rachef falva- 
*tion—lofe thy cares in the bofom of my mer- 
*cy—and receive the atonement TP made! for 
‘ thee, but receive it now; for I have heard'thee 
‘in atime accepted, and in the day of falvation 
‘ have I fuccoured thee : Behold wow is the ac- 
‘ cepted time: Behold, now is the day’ of falva- 
- * tion, the day in which 1 bind up the ‘breach’ of 
‘my people, and heal the ftroke ag ‘their 
* wound,’— 

* Whence arife, O poor finner, “s baidivard. 
‘ nefs and mifgivings’? I have ranfomed thee from 
‘the power of the grave, and thou art mine: I 
* come to heal thee, and reveal to thee the abun- 
« dance of peace and truth: I bring thee a cure for 
* thy wounded confcience, and Fatale ager for 
* thy fin-diftempered foul!’ 

‘In alitde wrath, and for a fmall moment, I 
‘ have hid my face from thee ;. but with everlaft- 
‘ing kindnefs will I have mercy on thee; for I 
‘am the Lord thy Redeemer. : Believevit, and 
* faith will work by love, and Joveowill eaft out 
* fear: Thus fhalt thou take hold of my ftrength, 
‘ that thou mayft make peace with me, and thou 
‘ fhalt make peace with me; for I am a ftrength 

‘to the needy in his diftrefs, an hiding \place 
i * from 
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.4from the |wind,,.a; covert) from, the. tempeft, -as 
..‘ rivers of water .in,a dry,,place,,.and.as the fha- 
« dow of a great rock. in.a weary landJ.) ., 

* Come then, be not of.them that draw back 
£ from me to perdition, but,of them who believe 
‘ to the faving of the foul. Far from cafting away 
* thy little confidence, which hath great. recom- 
* pence of reward, hold it faft; refifteven unto 
‘ blood ftriving .againft the.,damning fin of-un.- 
‘belief; truft in me for ever, for in me Jehovah 
‘ thy righteoufneis is everlafting firength ; and let 
‘meno longer complain, that thou (one of my 
‘ oppreffed, people in f{piritual Egypt) wilt have 
‘none of me, and, wilt.not eyen,come to me, 
‘ that thou mighteft have life.’ 

* Not by works of righteoufnels which thou haft 
‘ done, but according to my mercy] faved thee. 
‘J am the Lamb flain from the foundation: of 
‘ the world. .What my gracious purpofe plann’d 
_*beforesime, I have executed in time. .My life 
. * and death have compleated the wonderful bridge 
‘ by which thou canft.go over the, great deep fix. 
« ed between a holy God and thy finful foul. Con- 


‘ cerning this mighty work with my laft breath, I _ 


| ‘faidy. It ts finifhed; and I now confirm the glad 
‘tidings.. With my right hand, and with my 
* holy arm, I have gotten myfelf the vi€tory; and 
‘ parted for thee not the waves of the red fea, 
‘but the dreadful billows, of the fiery. gulph, 
-* And now I return to fee thee fafe over. Leave 
‘ only the world and fin behind, and walking by 
* faith 
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é faith, follow me through the regeneration to a 
* throne, of glory.’ 
‘ Whence arifes, Sinner, hig’ ‘backwardnefs 
‘to truft in my promife, and venture after me ? 
* Doft thou fufpeét the fincerity of my. tenders of 
t grace! ? And by thinking, that I fecretly « ‘except 
‘thee from my merey, when I offer it thee « open- 
«ly, doft thou ftill make mea diffembler, a liar? 
*O wrong me not fo far. I am the Truth itfelf; 
‘ | abhor ,diffimulation in my creatures: And I 
‘that fay,.a man fhould not ufe deceit, fhall I 
‘ule deceit ? Shall I have concord with Belial ? 
‘ Shall there be an agreement between the faith- 
‘ ful Witnefs, and the father of lies? Shall I fen- 
«tence him, that loveth a lie, to the lake that 
© burneth with fire and brimftone, and be guilty 
* of making one myfelf? Horrible to fuppofe! _ 
* Reje&t the blafphemous thought, Sinner, it : 
‘ wounds mein the tendereft part.’ 
‘No, no, I do not put on a mafk of pretend: 
* ed love to hide a rancorous, unforgiving tem- 
‘per: The general invitation that formerly | paifl- 
‘ ed, my lips is ftill the very language of ny heart, 
‘ Whofoever will, let him come and take of the water 
* of life freely ; ; and the promife which I formerly 
* made, is ftill firmer than the pillars of heaven, 
* Him that cometh unto me, I willin no wofe caft but. 
* Letthiefe words like incorruptible feed beget thiee 
‘ again to a lively hope, and help thee to ftir thy 


‘ felf up, to lay hold on me, and my great falva- 
* tion.’ arbhaad rata saea | 


* I grant 


a ae 


‘ I grant that no man cometh unto me, except the 
© Father draw him: But does he not fay : I have 
« Joyed thee with an everlafting love, therefore 
* with loving hindne/s, with the cords of a man, 
‘ with bands of love have I drawn thee? Does he 
‘not draw thee even now? Who flirs thee up 
‘ to repentance ? Who raifes in thee a defire of 
‘ coming unto me by prayer? Who indulges 
‘ thee at times with fweet hopes and alluring joys, 
‘ to encourage thee to come ? Is it not my Father 
‘and thine, thou poor flarving prodigal ? And 
‘that nothing may be wanting on his part to 
‘ make thee come, to drawing does he not add 
‘ driving ? Does he not obitruét all thy profpeéts 
* of creature-happinefs, and blaft all thy worldly, 
‘yea, and all thy felf-righteous fchemes? And 
* while he touches thy héart with the rod of dif- 
5 trefs, does he not lay the fcourge of affli€tion on 
_ * thy back, and put this gracious invitation in thy 
_ ‘hand? Away then with thy hard thoughts of 
‘my Father: He and I area same of eternal 
“Jove: I and the Father are one.’ 

_* Neither fay thou in thy heart, This is a day 
‘of trouble, rebuke, and blafphemy; the ‘chile 
‘dren are come to the birth, and there is not 
‘ flrength to bring forth. Shall I bring to the 
‘ birth, and not give ftrength according to the 
‘ day? Doft thou fear that my zeal, my ftrength, 
* and the founding of my bowels towards thee 
‘are refliained? Am not I Jefus fill? Is my 


love waxed cold that it cannot pity ? Is my hand 
‘ fhortened 
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¢ *fiortened at all-that it’ cannot fave? Ts mine 
ear heavy that it’cannot hear ? Or have + no 
* power to deliver? Behold, at my rebuke I dry 
“up the fea, I clothe the heaven with blacknefs ; 
“and if in the greateft florm, I fay to the raging 
“billows, Be ili! There isa great calm: Fear 
* not then, the zeal of the Lord of hofts—my zeal 
* will do this and more for thy foul; yea, I will 
‘ do for thee exceeding abundantly above all that 
«thou canft afk or think.’ 

‘I fee what paffes in thy heart, O thou unwife 
“and flow of heart, to believe all that I and my 
“prophets have {poken ; I read thy new excufes. 
‘ Thou fayft thou doft not fufpe& me, my faith- 
‘ fulnefs and my power; but thyfelf, thy helplefl- 
‘nefs and the treachery of thy own defperately 
‘ wicked heart.—What, fhall this fore evil hinder _ 
‘ thee from coming to me, who alone can reme- ~ 
«dy it? Wilt thou pray to be excufed, from be- 
‘lieving on fuch an account as this? Oh drop 
« this laft, this moft abfurd plea; and walk in the 

¢ heps of the faith of thy father Abraham, Rom. 
" ‘iv. 16, Confider not the deadnefs and hardnefs 
‘ of thy heart, but the reviving foftening love of 
‘ mine; not thy want of power, but my omnipo- 
‘tence; not the fuggeflion of Satan, but the de- 
‘clarations of my gofpel. Wreftle not only a- 
‘ gainft flefh and blood, but againft the powers of 
‘ internal darknefs, and the fpiritual wickednels 
‘ of an unbelieving thought. Strive to Ag 
‘at the flrait gate of faith. Again hope 
‘in 
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‘in hope, that I quicken the dead, and call the 
: things which are not as though they were. Stag- 

‘ger no more at my promifes through unbelief, 
* but be flrong i in faith, giving glory to God, by 
* being fully pet{uaded, that what I promife I am 
‘able alfo to perform.’ 

‘In me thou mayft find the richeft and readi- 
* eft fupply of all thy wants: I am both the Re- 
*furrettion of the dead, and the life of the living; 
‘he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
‘yet fhall he live; and he that liveth and believ- 
* eth in me, fhall never die. Believe then, and 
‘thou fhalt not come into condemnation—Be- 
‘fieve, and thou fhalt receive power, fee the 
* glory of God, be efablifhed and fealed with 
‘the holy Spirit-of promife—Believe, and thou 
“haft everlalting life, and fhalt not come into 
* condemnaiion—Believe, and a grain of faith 
‘will remove mountains of guilt and unbelief— 
- * Believe with all thy heart—All things are poffi- 
“ble to him that believeth, and hie fhall inherit 
‘all promifes : For to him that overcometh (and 
‘faith is the viétory) will 1 give to eat of the 
*fiidden manna, and to fit with me on my 
“throne; as I alfo overcame, and am fet down 
‘with my Father on his throne—Only beheve 
‘then, and through faith thou fhaltfubdue the 
“kingdom of darknefs, ‘work righteoufneis, ‘ob- 
‘tain promifes, flop the mouth of ‘the roaring | 
€Yion, quench the violence of temptations fire, 
* efcape the (Paes point of ao ky darts, out of 
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* weaknefs be made ftrong, wax valiant in fight, 
* turn to flight the armies of thy fpirifual adver- 
‘ faries, and receive thy dead foil raifed to life 
again.’ 
‘Thou haft played with the fiery ferpents, 
‘ they have bitten thy heart, but I freely fuck the 
‘ mortal poifon. In the perilous attempt my foul 
‘‘was feized with forrow even unto death, and 
‘an unheard-of agony, attended with a bloody 
‘ fweat, came upon my body. A racking crofs 
* was the bed I was ftretched upon: Sharp thorns 
* proved the pillow on which I refted my faint- 
«ing head. The bittereft farcafms were my con- 
* folations; vinegar and gall my cordials; a band 
* of bloody foldiers the cruel wretches appointed 
‘to tear open my veins; whips, nails, hammers, 
‘and a fpear, the inftruments allowed them to do 
‘ the dreadful operation. For hours I bled under 
‘ their unmerciful hands, and thy curfe, O Sin- 
‘ner, flowed together with my blood. In the 
‘ mean time, noon-day light was turned into the 
‘gloom of night, a fearful emblem of the dark- 
: meh that overfpread my agonizing foul ; And 
‘at laft, while earthquakes rocked me into the 
‘ fleep of death, I gave up the ghoft, with cries 
‘ that affonifhed my bittereft enemies, and made 
‘ them {mite their breafls in pangs of involuntary 
‘fympathy. Thus, to make thee partaker of my 
‘faving health, I took thy mortal diftemy 
‘upon me, And now, Sinner, defpife no ‘more 
. -fuch 
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~~ fuch amazing love, requite it with, a. believing 
+ Jook. . Confider my wounds, till thy conf{cience 
‘ feels their wonderful efleét. Behold my. aton- 
‘ing blood, till thou nee witnels it heals all thy 

‘ infinmities.’ 

-* Knowing. the «terrors of the Lord, I. per- 
‘fuade men. . Come thou poor prifoner of hope, 
*turuby-faith to the flrong hold of my protecii- 
*“om—Up!, for God will deftroy this Sodom, 
‘the wicked world: where. thou lingerefl.—Up! 

, Sfomthe-great.and terrible day of the Lord ap- 
‘proaches—-As I live, there is but one. ficp 
.. “between. thee and. death, and.another between 
‘death and hell.’ 

“ Let. my Jove even conftrain thee to,arife and 
‘follow ane, that. 1 may receive thee,unto.my fell, 
“and complain.no longer, that with refpeéb to thee 
« Ihave laboured in. vain,,.and {pent my {lrength 
«for nought. Surely, Sinner, 1 .deferve shy 
“grateful love, for I, have fought thy fiercett 
“enemies. , Dreadful was the battle! my fleth 
. * was torn, my,blood {pilt, my life loft in ithe 
. obftinate combat; But I have flain the lion and 
‘the bear, I have vanquifhed Death and the 
‘ Grave, and refcued thy poor, helplefs foul: 
And now let thy good Shepherd rejoice over 
ha loft fheep: Let gratimde compel thee to 

«come into the fold of my church, and join the 
«little. flock of my faithful followers... And if 

. te ‘thou cant not come, do but. look withfully’ at 
es, me, and I will lay .thee on my fhoulders rejoit- 
F 


* ing, 
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‘mg, ,and carry, thee in oe into nth vicheR 
hae tied of my'grace,’ Me Ca 
‘Once more I turn Scaaaae yee more I 
‘ ftand at the deor and knock—Saul!\ Saul! it is 
‘ hard for thee to kick againft the fharp goads of 
*‘ my love—Martha! Martha! -one thingis rieed- 
‘ful, chufe the good part, chufe me—O ‘Abfa- 
‘Jom, my fon! my fon! give me ahy heart; I 
‘have died for thee, do not crucify me afrefh— 
‘Lay dewn the {pear of unbelief, and thine is 
‘ my grace, my glory, my kingdom, the ee 
* of heaven. 

* Be not afraidto furrender; rebellious as thou 
‘art, 1 love thee ftill—Can a woman forget her 
‘fucking child, that fhe fhould not have com- 
‘ paflion en the fon of her womb? Yea, the may 
* forget, yet will I not forget thee. “Ifthou wilt 
‘not take my word, believe my oath: Becaufe 
‘I can fwear by no greater, I fwear by myfelf: 
« As [ live, L have no pleafure in the death of the 
‘ wicked, but thatthe wicked turn from his way 
‘and live: Turn then, turn unto me, for Ihave 
‘redeemed thee: I have caft all-thy fins intothe 
‘ ce of the fea, and will fubdue all thy imiqui- 
+ tes.” 

* And if thou canft not balieve my oath, credit 
‘ thefe [cars—See! I have graven thee-upon the 
“palms of my hands. Lengtoo long have ‘I 
4 waited for thy return, thou poor, wandering, 
+ weary prodigal. Let me fee in thee the travel 
‘of my foul and be fatisfied. By the myflery of 


may 
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"my holy incarnation and dreadful temptation, by 
* my agony and bloody fweat, by my’ infamous 
‘death and glorious refurre@tion, I befeech thee, 
* come to the pardoning God by me. If thou hatt 
‘ nothing to pay, I forgive thee all the debt: 
.£ Whether it be fifty or five hundred pence, or 
* ten thoufand talents, I frankly forgive thee all. 
* Only let me heal thy backflidings, and love 
“thee freely; let my left hand be under thy 
* head, and let my right hand embrace thee. See 
‘ the wounds which I have received for thee in 
* the houfe of my friends! Reach hither thy fin- 

‘gerand behold my hands; and reach hither thy 
‘ hand, and thruft it into my fide, and be not 
‘ faithlefs, but believing. Cleave to me with full 
‘ purpofe of heart, follow me through the rege- 
‘ neration, and thou {halt not only be one of iny 
* jewels, but a crown of glory, and a royal diadem 
‘in the hand of thy God: Yea, as the bride-’ 
*« groom rejoiceth over the bride, fo will | rejoice 
* over thee, and give thee a name better than that 
‘of Son and Daughter—I, the Holy One: of 
‘Ifrael, will be thy life and glory—I, thy 
* Maker, will be thy hufband, and thy all.’ 


And are thefe, O Sinner, the gracious fay’ ings 
of God to thee ?>—The compaffionate expoftula- 
tions of God become incarnate for thee ?— Did’ 
God fo love thee, as to fet forth his only begotten 
Son as a propitiation through faith in his bloed, 
thus to declare his righteoufnefs, for the remiffion’ 

Fe of 
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of fins that, are paft? May the Almighty now be 
juft, and yet the juftifier of him that believeth in 
Jefus ? Is there no difference, no refpett of per- 


fons with him? And isthe fame Lord over’ 


all, rich unto all that call upon him ? Then 


fhout ye heavens! triumph thou earth ! and thou, 


happy finner, know, the day of thy vifitation, be 
wife, ponder thefe things, and thou fhalt un- 
derfland the loving-kindnefs of the Lord. 

Be no longer afraid, that it will be prefump- 
tion in thee to believe, and that God will be 
offended with thee, if thou makeft fo free with 
Jefus, as to wath inflantly in the fountain of his 
atoning blood. He not only gives thee LEAVE 


to believe, but he invites thee to do a freely. 


Nay, he-ComMANDS thee to believe, for This - 


is his COMMANDMENT, that we fhould believe 
on the name of his Son Fe/us Chrift. He even 
inforces the precept by a double PROMISE, that 
if thou believe thou /halt not perifhe, but have 
everlafting life. And that nothing may be want- 
ing to ftir thee up to this important bufinefs, he 
js gracious enough to threaten the negleét of it 
with the moft dreadful puNIsHMENT; for he 
that believeth not, fhall not enter into his reft, and 
Shall be damned; and he that to the end remains 
fearful and unbelieving, fhall be caft into the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimflone, which is the 
Jecond death: How canft thou’ doubt then, whe- 
ther thou art welcome to receive the Son given by 
believing on hisname? 1 svehoamiii i 


Come 
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Come to him juft as thou art, and he wil! make 
thee what thou fhouldft be. Whenhe counfels 
thee to buy of him the gold of faith, and the gar- 
ment of falvation, take him at his gofpel-word:; 
Come without regarding thy fluff: The poorer 
thou art the better: The oil.of his grace flows 
moft abundantly into empty veffels ; His charity 
is moft glorified in the relief of the moft miferae 
ble objets: His royal bounty fcorns the vile 
compenfation of thy wretched merits: He fells 
like a king, like the King of kings, without mo- 
ney and without price. A/k and have, and take 
Jreely, are the encouraging mottos written upon 
all his unfearchable treafures. 

Be of good comfort then, rife, he .calleth 
thee: Stretch out thy wuiiered hand, and he 
will reftore it: Open thy mouth wide, and he 
will fill it: Bring an empty vefiel, a poor bun- 
gry heart, and he will give into thy bofom good 

_meafure, preffed down, fhaken together, and 
running over. 

And now what meaneft thou, Sleeper? Why. 
tarrieft thou? Avife, and wath away, thy.. fins, 
calling on the name of the Lords. Lofe.not time 
in conferring with flefh and blood; much lefs. 
in parlying with Satan, or confulting thy unbe- 
lieving heart: Here delays lead to ruin: The 
Philiflines are upon thee, inftantly fhake thyfelf: 
‘Tf thou art not altogether blinded by the god of 
this world, and led captive by him: at his will ; 
this moment, in the powerfal name of Jefis,- 

Blige ' bur» 
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burft_ the bonds of Pinte floth—break, like a 
defperate foul, out of the prifon of unbelief— 
efcape for thy life—look not behind thee—flay 
not in all the plain.—This one thing do; leav- 
ing the things that are behind, Sodom and her 
ways, prefs telwards towards Zear, and efcape 
to the mount of God, left thou be confumed. 
By the new and living way confecrated for us,. 
in full affurance of faith, fly to the Father of 
mercies —pafs through the croud of Laodiceaw 
profeffors—prefs through the opening door of 
hope—take the kingdom of heaven by violence. 
With halting, yet wrefiling Jacob, fay to the 
Friend of finners, I wall not let thee go unle/s thow 
ble/s mee If ke makes as if he would go farther, 
with the two mournful difciples, con/frain him to 
~ flay; or rather with the diltrefled woman of 
Canaan, follow him whither foever he gocth—take 
no denial—through the veil, that is to fay, his 
flefh, torn from the crown of his head to the fole 
of his feet—through this myfterious veil, rent 
from the top to the bottom, rufh into the blood- 
befprinkled fanfluary—embrace the horns of the 
golden altar—lay all thy guilt on the head of the 
fin-atoning viftim—read thy name on the brealt. 
of thy raber etl high- pric—claim the fafety, de-, 


mand the bleffings, receive the confolations be- . 
ftowed on all that fly to him for refuge—and be-, , 
gin a new, delightful life, under the! hm 


peaceful fhadow of his wings. 


oaths tat 
Bat perhaps thou art now devdids in 


power, 2 
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power, and broken in fpirit. The hurry of thy 
felf-righteous nature fubfides. Wounded and 
half dead, thou lieft in the way of mifery, wait- 
ing for the paffing by of thy heavenly Deliverer. 
Thow hadft fet thy heart upon being bleffed in 
one particular manner, and God in his wifdom 
thinks it beft to blefs thee in another. Thow 
wouldft feale the new Jerufalem and ftorm hea- 
ven; but he chufes it fhould come. down into 
thy foul as a fruitful fhower defcends into a 
fleece of wool. Be flill then, and know that he 
is God. Let him break thy felf-will, which 
hides itfelf under godly appearances ; and Jet him 
practically teach thee, that falvation is not of 
him that willeth,-nor of him that runneth; but 

of God who fheweth mercy. 
~Meekly dive into the amazing depth of thefe 
words, In quietne/s and reft fhall be your frrength. 
Stand full and fee the falvation of God. The fire, 
the earthquake, and the rending of the rocks 
are over ; filence takes place; the ftill fmall voice 
will foon follow. Thou art for a time taken 
from the foaming billows of felf-agitation, and 
led by the ftill waters; a calm fucceeds the im- 
petuous form, and a paflive waiting thy reftlefs 
endeavours. Thou art in the cafe of one fallen 
into the fea, who having ftruggled Jong and hard 
to éfcape drowning is obliged to yield at laft. 
Yield then, weary finner, yield to thy happy fate. 
Fully furrender to the God of thy life. Entirely 
abandon thyfelf to Jefus. ‘Freely truft him with 
thy 
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thy prefent and eternal falvation. Whether thou 
{wim or fink, let thyfelf go into the ocean of 
mercy. Catch at no broken reéd by the way, 
but calmly venture into the unfathomable depths 
of redeeming love. Lofe thus thy life, and thou 
fhalt find it. The power of God will foon be made 
perfect in thy. weakne/s; and when thy ftrength is 
renewed, earneftly wreftle again. Thus go on 
alternately, flriving. and waiting, according to 
the leadings of the holy Spirit, till having paffed 
through all the inferior difpenfations of divine 
grace, thou entereft by faith into the reft that 
remains for the people of God—the poffeffion of 
that kingdom of God which confifts in righteouf- 
nefs, peace,, andjoy in the Holy Ghoft, 


__ VIL Then; happy Believer, the times of re- 
frefhing come from the prefence of the Lord; 
mercy and love embrace thee on every fide; 
and thy fprinkled confcience enjoys the peace of 
a fin-pardoning God.—Then {fmiling Jutftice,. 
more than fatisfy’d by the meritorious death of 
Chrift, fheathes. her flaming ford, and declares 
There is now no condemnation to them that are in 
Chrift Fefus: They are juftified from all things, 
and freely forgiven all tre/paffes—Then, thou art 
more than conqueror through him that loved. 
thee. Standing by humble faith in his omnipo- 
tence, thou canft do all things through his grace, 
flrengthening thee, Sin has no dominion over, 
thee : The cruel.and bloody tyrant, that reigned 
~ unte, 
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unto death,. is dethroned; and grace, rich grace, 
{weetly reigns through righteoufnefs unto eternal 
life.. Triumphing in Chrift over thy fierceft ene- 
mies, and putting thy viétorious foot upon the 
neck of the /a/?, thou challengeft his. utmoft rage, 
and fhouteft, ‘‘ O Death where is thy fling ? O 
grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift !” 

Now thou feeft and feeleft that God is love. 
Thou dwelleft in Him, and He in thee. Love, 
the fulfilling of the law, diffufing itfelf through 
all thy heart, influences thy looks, words, and 
ations, and makes thee fpring after Jefus into 
the chariot of chearful obedience: Thy heart is 
as. his heart; and while ative grace draws thy 
willing foul along, God’s free Spirit pours. the 
oil of gladnefs upon the fervid wheels of thy affec-. 
tions: Supported, and animated by thy Lord’s, 
prefence, thou {wiftly moveft, thou delightfully, 
flieft in all the ways of duty.: Mountains of dif. 
ficulties fink into plains before thee; wifdom’s, 
rougheft ways, are ways of pleafantnefs, and al}, 
her paths are peace. 

Now thou rejoiceft to be thought, worthy to fuf- 
fer fhame for Chrift’s name, and counteft it all 
joys when: thou falleft into divers trials. With 
Him the crofs lofes its dreadful afpect, and enor- 
mous weight } When thou findeft it in the high- 
way of holinefs, inftead of confulting with flefh 

and 


[70 J 
and blood, how thou fhalt go afide to avoid *it;- 
thou immediately takeft it up, and it proves a 
comforting ftaff, a never-failing prop. ; 
Chrift crucified works this miracle of grace, for 
Him thou receiveft with every crofs, and the mo- 
ment thou doft fo in the power of his Spirit, God 
even thy own God gives thee his choiceft bleffing: 
He crowns thee with loving-kindnefs and tender- 
mercies ; and with the inexpreflible complacence* 
ofa Father,who receives a loft fon; withthe trium- 
phant joy of a Saviour, who embraces a raifed 
Lazarus ; He fays to the myriads that furround’ 
histhrone. “ One more finner repenteth unto 
‘* life! Hallelujah! He hath efcaped the avenger 
of blood—he hath paffed the gate of the city 
“of refuge! Hallelujah! Shout ye fons of the 
morning! My angels, ftrike .your golden 
harps! Dance every heart for joy, through the 
realms of heaven! Let burfls of triumphant 
mirth—let peals of ravifhing praife roll along 
the tranfporting news.—Let all your exulting 
breafts reverberate, let all your harmonious 
tongues echo back our glorious joy! For this 
my fon was dead, and:is alive again ! This nal 
“* brother was loft, and is found ! iD 
And irradiating thy foul with the light of his 
reconciled countenance, he fays to thee from a. 
throne blazing with grace and glory: “ Penitent _ 
« believer, receive the adoption of fons. Becaufe . 
thou receiveft my Son, my only begotten Son. _ 
“ inte 
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“* into thy heart, I admit thee into the family ‘of 
“ the firft-born : Be thou blamelefs and harmlefs, a 
* Son of God without rebuke, in the midft of a 
“ crooked and perverfe generation, among whom 
* T allow thee to fhine; as a burning light in a 
“« benighted world. Son, all that I have is thine, 
“be ‘ever with me, and thou ‘halt inherit all 
“things. Yes, whether Paul or Apollos or Ce- 
*-phas ; whether my firft apofiles, or my choice 
“miniflers; or the world, or life, or death, or 
“« things prefent, or things to come ; all is thine, 
“¢ and thou art Chriff’s, and Chrift is mine. As 
“thou haft received him, fo abide and walk in 
~“< him, worthy of me unto all pleafing ; being 
“fruitful in every good work, and increafing in 
‘his knowledge, till thy faith is turned to fight, 
“and I be-all i all.” 
Start not, believing Reader, at thefe fayings, 
as if they were too glorious to be credited. hay 
are the true fayings of God: The Lord himfelf 
fpoke them for thy comfort. They are the rich 
pearls I promifed thee, out of the unfearchable 
treafures of Chrift: If{wine trample them under 
their feet, wear thou them on thy breaft. In- 
flead of being offended at their tran{cendent ex- 
cellence, magnify the God of all confolation, 
who, having delivered up his own Son for us all, 
with him alfa Jreely gives us all things, confe- 
quently the richeft mines of gofpel grace. And 
eh ing vent to the juft tranfports of thy grateful 


heart, 


heart, cry out with the beloved 
what manner of love the Father hath 
us, that WE fhould be called the ons 
Unto_Him who thus loved us, and wa 
our fins in his own blood, and ha 
and pricfts to God and his Father 
and dominion for ewer and ever. 


ABPOMS.E S.C R:T:P.iT.s 
: * 5 
HE, my ftery of our falvation is thus opened; 
by St. Paul, By GRACE are ye faved, 
through faith which WORKETH by love. . This 
apoftolic declaration fubdivides itfelf into the 
following propofitions,, which, on account, of 
their clearnefs and importance, may,’ with pro- 
prietyy be called Gosret-axioms. (1.) Ye are. 
Saved by Grace. (2.) Ye are faved through a 
Jaith which works, by love. . Thefe propofitions, 
” like ,two.adamantine pillars, fupport the whole 
doftrine of.,Chrift, concerning /aith.and.works ; 
grace, and rewardablene/s;. or mercy on God’s 
part, and obedience on our own: ——A do&trine, 
which, though. clear.as the. day, has neverthelefs 
been fo_obfcured by endlefs controverfies, that 
thoufands of proteftants and papifts know it in its 
purity no more... 

According.to the /iz/? of thefe axioms, ali that 
go, to, heaven, give divine grace the glory of their 
falyation ; becaufe they .are al] fayed by mere 
favour, through the redemption that isin Jefus 
Chrift. And according to the /2cond axiom, all 
that go. to hell, are obliged -to clear divine 
Juice, becaufe they are condemned merely for 

™|y G : their . 


ae 
their avoidable unbelief, and obftinate difobed?- 
ence. Upon this evangelical plan, thé righteous 
are graciou/ly rewarded, and the unrighteous 
Pufily punifhed: The doétrines of God’s mercy, 
in: giving grace for Chrift’s fake, and of man’s 
faithfulnefs in ufing it by Chrifi’s help, fweetly 
coincide; and from their bleffed union fprings 
the juft proportion of every part of the gofpel. 

Thefe axioms are fo ftrongly maintained, and 
fo frequently alluded to by the facred writers, 
that whoever rejeéts either the one or the other, 
might as well reiect one half of the bible. Atten- 
tively confider them afunder, and your unpreju- 
diced reafon will perceive their egaity. Tmpar- - 
tially compare them together, and inflead of find- 
ing them incompatible, (as fome prepoffeffed. 
perfons would perfuade us they are) you will fee,. 
that they /armonzze in fo exquifite a manner, 
as to anfwer the moft excellent ends in the: 
world, 

To give you an idea of their see in the. 
breaft of believers, permit me to compare them. 
to. thofe two oppofite, and yet confentaneous. 
motions of the heart, which anatomifts-call dia/> 
tole and fjtole. The one forcibly dilates, the. 
other powerfully contra&s, that noble part of the 
human body; and: both together,’ by means. 
feemingly contrary, caufe the circulation of the - 
blood, and-diffufe vital. powers through alf the. 
animal frame.— Juft fo paffive faith, and aétive - 
fowe.—The one perpetually receives favours from. 

— God,. 
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God, the ether perpetually defows them upon 
man; and thus, by continually performing their 
contrary (not contradiétory) offices, they make 
fpiritual life circulate through the believer’s foul, 
and enable him to diffufe kindnefs and good 
works, throughout the focial body of which he is 
a member. hie); 

From the animal, pafs we to the planetary 
world ; and we fhall fee another ftriking emblem 
of the harmonious oppofition, which fubfifts be- 
tween the two gofpel-axioms, There we emi- 
nently difcover the centripetal and the centrifugal 
force. . Though oppofed to each other, they are 
neverthelefs fo admirably joined together, that 
from their exquifite combination, refults the har- 
monious dance of the fpheres, I mean, the circu- 
lar motion of the planets around the fun, and 
around each other.—Such is the wonderful effeét 
of evangelical promifes, and legal precepis, when 
they meet im a due. proportion, in an upright 
hearts The promifes, which are all wrapped up 
in the fi? gofpel-axiom, powerfully draw be- 
lievers to. Chrift, who is the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs, and the center of the Chriftian fyftem: The 
precepts, which the /econd axiom neceffarily fup- 
pofes, drive them forward in the ftrait line of 
duty... Being thus delightfully attraéted, and 
powerfully impelled, like planets of a different 
magnitude, in the firmament of the church, be- 
lievers rapidly: move in the orb of evangelical 
obedience, where the o7igina/ light of Chrift 

Ge fweetly 


Le 
{weetly fhines upon their fouls, and their dor- 
rowed light daily dire&ts and gladdens all around 
them. = 

If ever you aw! a perfon, thus fwiftly and 
evenly moving in the immenfe circle of religious 
and focial duty; freely receiving all from his God, 
and freely imparting all to his neighbour; you 
have feen one of the flars in the Lord’s right 
hand—you have feen one, who praétically holds 
the two gofpel axioms—one, who deleves as a fin- 
ner, and works asa believer—one, in whofe heart 
the doftrines of fazth and works, free grace and 
Sree obedience, divine farthfulne/s and human jide- 
lity, are juftly balanced—one, who ‘keeps at an 
equal diftance from the dreadful rocks, upon which - 
antinomian believers, and anti-chriflian workers, 
are daily caft away—In a word, you’havefeen an 
adult Chriftian, a man who adorns the dottrine of 
Chrift our Saviour in, ALL things. 

If the two gofpel-axioms are of fuch impor- 
tance, that the health and vigour of every Chrif- 
tian, flow from the proper union-of their power 
in his heart; is it not deplorable to fee fo many 
people every’ where rifing againft them? Self 
conceited moralifls violently -attack «the “fire 
axiom ; and /lf-humbled folifidians will give the 
fecond no quarter. Thofe oppofed affailants have 
all, I grant, a zeal for God, but not. accord- 

ing to knowledge; for the former know not, that 
~ they rob God of his glory; and the latter do not 
_confider, that they pour upon him ee 


Chee 
The one refufe to acknowledge him the grand 
author of our bli/s: The other, to mend the mat- 
ter, reprefent him as the grand contriver of our 
ruin. -Both, neverthelefs, have truth on their 
fide ; but alas! it is only @ part of the truth as it 
is in Jefus; and truth divided, like an animal cut 
through the middle, is dreadfully mangled, if not 
entirely deftroyed. 

You are alfo -defired to obferve, ‘judicious 
Reader, that as a juft proportion of fail and bal* 
Jaft, next toa favourable wind, makes a fhip fail 
with fpeed and fafety; fo:the-juft balance of the 
two gofpel-axioms, next to the Spirit of God, 
makes.a believer run {wiftly and fafely the race 
that is fet before him. ‘He does not properly 
-run, he merély “hops in the way of truth, who, 
difcarding one-of the gofpel-axioms, ‘moves only 
upon the other. Antinomian Laodiceans there- 
fore; and -anti-Chriftian Pharifees, are equally 
blameable, ‘For the piety of the former flands 
only upon the f#/ axiom; and the devotion of 
the /atter has no other bafis than the cond. ‘The 
one will hear of nothing but faith; the other 
will be‘ told of nothing but ‘works. But the 
found believer is for-a faith that works righteoul- 

_nefs. : 
Faith unfeigned and obedient love, are of equal 
importance to the true ‘Chriflian. Thofe preci- 
-ous graces, whith-anfwer'to the gofpel-axioms, 
ikea well proportioned pair of heavenly fleeds, 
_stnutually draw the fteady chariot of his profeffion 
acrols 
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acrofs the valleys of difcouragement, and over the 
hills of difficulty, which he meets with in his 
way to heaven. If I might carry on the allegory, 
I would obferve, that all the advantage, which 
the right-hand fteed has over the other, is, that 
it is fir? put in the traces: But this is no proof of 
his fuperiority, for he will be taken off at the gate 
of heaven ; and obedient love alone, fhall have the 
honour of drawing the Chriftians wraesics cat 
through the ceeteaatl of glory. 

Reader, if in the theory and praftice you mains 
‘tain both gofpel-axioms; if, inftead of fetting up 
the one in oppofition to the other, you fiand upon 
the {criptural line in which they harmonize; you 
have furmounted the greateft difficulty there is in 
the Chriflian religion; you hold the faith once 
delivered unto the faints. And now, prepare to 
contend for it: Arm yourfelves for the; fight; 
for antinomian believers will attack you on the lef 
hand, and pharz/atc unbelievers on the right. But 
be not afraid of their number; patiently receive 
their double fire. They may gall one another, 

-but they cannot hurt you, 

Truth is great, and Love seweahil 3 if you 
‘fight under their glorious banners, though the 
-arrows of contempt, and the brands of calumny, 
‘will fly thick around you, you fhall not be dan- 
ygeroufly wounded. Only éake the fhield of faith, 
-with this motto, “* By grace am faved through 
faith; and.quench, with it. the fiery-darts of felf- 
‘conceited legalifts, “Put om the: ae 
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righteoufne/s, with this infcription, “ Fath works 
by righteous love, the mother of good works :” This 
piece of celeftial armour, will keep off the heas 
vieft flrokes of /el/-humbled go/pellers. And ani-« 
mated by the Captain of your falvation, through 
the oppofite forces of thofe adverfaries, urge your 
evangelically-legal way, till you exchange the 
Sword of the Spirit for a golden harp, and your 
daily crofs for an heavenly crown. 

Such is the happy medium, that the author of 
this book ‘defires to recommend. Some time 
ago, he thought himfelf cbliged to oppofe good ; 
miftaken men, who, in their zeal for the fir? 
gofpel-axiom, wanted to reprefent.the /econdas a , 
*“ dreadful herefy.” And now he lets thefe papers 
fee the light, not only to prove to the free-thinkers . 
of his parifh, that the fir? axiom is highily rati-. 
onal; but to convince the enemies. of the /econd 
axiom, that, though he has -expofed their mif- 
takes with regard to works, he receives the gee 
nuine doétrines of grace as cordially as they ; and 
is ready fcripturally, and rationally, to. defend 
falvation by fai/h, againft the moft, plaufible ob- 
jeGtions of felf-righteous moralifts. 

He juft begs leave to obferve, that the pre- 
ceding pages guard the fi7/? gofpel-axiom ; that 
the Four Checks to Antinomiani/m guard the fecond; - 
and that both Works together, contain a little 
fy {tem of pratical-and polemical divinity, which, - 
it is hoped, ftands at an equal diftance, from. the . 
errors of moral difbelievers, andimmoral beeper: 

his. 
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This book is chiefly recommended to difbeliev-_ 
ing moralifts, who deride the doGtrine of falvation 
by grace through faith in the day of converfion, 
merely, becaufe they are not properly acquainted 
with our fallen and loft eflate. And the Checks 
are chiefly. defigned for difbelieving antinomians, | 
who rife againft.the doétrine of falyation by grace 
through works in the great day, merely becaufe 
they do not confider the indifpenfable neceffity of 
evangelical obedience, and the nature of the day 
of judgment. ity 
_  Anthe Appeal, the carelefs, felf-conceited finner 

is awakened, and humbled. In the dddrefs, the | 
ferious, humbled finner, is raifed up, and:com- 
forted. And in the Checks, the foolifh virgin is _ 
re-awakened, the Laodicean believer neproved, — 
the prodigal fon lafhed back to his Father’s houfe, _ 
and the upright believer animated to mend hig . 
pace in the way of faith working by love. 
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AGE 5. Line 7. after in the, add, hard labours of the author’s 
parifhioners—P. 10-1. 5. dele thoufands—P. 11.1], 21. dele 
that—P.12.}. 22. read after his—P. 18. 1. 23. read poifin—P, 
26.1.4. read like blank paper—P, 30,1. 18. dele And—P. 31.1. 20, 
read obfcure—P. 42. the beginning of |. 27. add, itisput—P. 45.. 
1. 1. read, i# is a proof—P. 54. 1. 1g. read, purfue—P 65.1. 21. 
for a man, read us—Seme 1. read. charnel—P. 65. 1. 24. reads 
whom my objeltor—P. 66. lang. read, not, as bethg the—P.74. 1. Qe 
read, no proper merit—P. 74.1.17. read, aéTions frriétly [peaking— 
P, 83. I. 20. read, is as rare as—P. 98. 1.7. read heavenly—P. 100. 
1, 25. read faces—P. 105. 1. 13. read, as cqually—B, 118. 1. 26 
read couple—P. 120, 1, 26. read confift—P. 130. 1. 14, read immo= 
rality—P. 137.1. 8.%fter Peter, add, the treafon of Fudas--P. 146. 
1. 4. read, lively oracles—P. 151.1. 12. read, turn or enrage—P 
152.1. 14. read unprejudiced—P, 153. 1.7. read, eternal life—P. 
158. 1, 21. read, tarious nations—P. 166, 1.26, after perfeétion, - 
add, that our difpenfation will admit of --P. 168. 1. 26. read, thathe 
never was—P. 170.1. 22, read was—P, 172, 1, 2. dele only—P, 
175-1. 1g..read, isthis—P.177.1, 15. dele inconceivable—P. 17%, 
I. 11. read, 2d part—P. 184.1. 29. after neighbour, add, as if 
repentance and faith were needlef; in their cafe—P. 192.1. 21. read 
Jfinner !—P.. 195. |. t. read, faved merely—P. 198. 1.20. after God, 
add, as contradiftinguifred from the gofpel—P. 199. |. 26. after 
“works, add, 2. ¢. not by the merit of works. -— Addrefs, P. 7. 1. 
18. read, idolized relative—P.8. 1.2: read indignant—P. 11.1. 276 
read, and renounce all dependance on—Ps 22. 1. 71. readsright 
Chriftian faith ; becaufe it chiefy—P. 23.1. 19. read keeps—P. 24.1, 
2g. read, do without Chrif—P. 31.1. 6, dele the comma after. 
times—P. 32. |. 10. read, is manifefted—ib. 1. 19. read, us, both—~ 
P, g5. lalt line, read woo’d—P. 37.1. 4. read, firft title—P. 41.1. 
5. read, only Chrif—P. 42. 1. 28. read, its fweetnefi—P: 47-1. 27- 
read. thoudof—P. 52.1. 5. read, God the Comforter—P. 55. l. 246 
read. concerning a main arch of—ib, 1. 26, read, tidings with re/pett to 
* } 
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